General Introduction
Background and Research Problem

The eve of the Z1c has known an intensified debate over the phenomenon of
cultural imperialism. The debate is led imanytheoreticians, thinkergolitical activistsand
historians under the name of postcolonialists. Although this debate seems to be as old as
civilization itself, its importancend fame has reached the zemitlthe contemporaryeriod
with the technological development artie modernization thabccurred in the means of
telecommunication. The latter has given imperialism another dimension after being, for a long
period, practised chiefly by other means than soft poswarh as military interventionisnn
addition, despite the fact that all so@stof the world play their role with different degrees in
this cultural phenomenon, the American society has proved to be the dominant actor for it has
developeda necessarynastery oftechnologicalmeans,and it has strategically devotets
political institutions to serve thaim of world dominanceln fact, ahuge amount of literature
reflectscritically on the American move whiclvarns of the control of fantasiéy cultural

products othe United Sties

Knowing that China is a country which is morneless affected by American cultural
imperialism, itcan surelymakea good and an explanatory case study. In other words, the
thesis statement of thidescriptive andanalytical research consists of American cultural
imperialism from a postcolonigberspective. Yet, the emphasis is on the linking points
between American culturdlegemony and contemporary Chinese social performaitas a
relatively detailed theoretical description and a simplified historical insight about Uncle
Sambs e x peadengy, thisciestific investigatiortries to provide a systematic study
of the logical connection that exists between three main aspects of American cultural

imperialism. The first aspect is related to political strategies and propaganda which make the



starting point of a new vam of the Americanization procesef the world The second
represents the echo of the first or its ulterior results on the Chinese society. The third aspect is
the reaction from the part of the societidgseatened by this phemenonor what is
commonlyc al | ed fc ul tThis altural re@atonskip etweee thedextérwarld

and the United Statesvgs birth to some international conflicts or, at least, got hand in the

conflictsd wide spread.

At this level, what isinteresting is that in the light of globalization and
modernization, Chings committed to face at any price the American cultural incursion into
the mainlandYet, this time the Chinese struggle is noticeably scientific and intellectual. In
fact through e findingsprovided in this thesisne may observe plainly how the Chinese
Communist Party and the Chinese social activism converted resistance against a foreign
cultural conspiracy to an internal multidimensional performambes form of resistance does
not inspire oppositiomnd battlefield struggle; rather it inspires innovation and exchange in
the process of modernization. Besides, this important element makes one irreplaceable
foundation for the postcolonial thinkers who strongly believe that evedem resistance
should fetch its practices from scientific promotion and econgonaduction which in
themselves relpn the transgression of authentic and local cultu@esiously, studying the
Chinese strategy of cultural resistance from a distantaargll in the way exposed in the last

chapter would open new scientific perspectives for researchers on this ground.

Importance

The importance of thiglissertation lies in its attempb synthesize both sides of
American culture: positivand negative. Nowadays, masicieties arouh the globe know a
lot aboutAmerican culture because of multiple factors in which mass media, modernity and

propaganda take part, in addition to the historical experience of the United States which is in



practce considered the first country based on democratic institutions, freedom of speech and
respect of human rights. Besides, the American administration sustains the wide spread of this
view about the American society so that Americans win more admiration fworld
communities. In fact, American democracy and respect of human dignity has become the
central project for many countries in different corners of the globe because of the

advantageous impact they may have on societies.

However, behind the wide spreaof American culture, one can depict an
imperialistic attitude from the side of American political institutions and economic
corporations. This attitude is growing bigger as long as the American values continue to visit
other horizons and other frontie&ome scholars look at the glorification of American culture
(we unlikely feel in the mass mediated discourse) with a critical eye, because since the
Second World War it has represented a danger to other vulnerable cultures. This fact raises
many questionffom which one can ask: what is the reason behind the reputation of American
culture? Is its spreading process spontaneous or strategically intended? Knowing that the
United States is a pragmatic counfrgr excellenceare there economic ends which can be
fulfilled by this phenomenon or to which extent cultural imperialism perpetuates economic
interests? As well as, how powerful is American culture in shaping societies? Without doubt,
all these questions surf around the thesis statement, and theyekatively well illustrated

answers in the coming chapters.

Sources and Methodology

To reach the underlined objectives, the text is at the same time descriptive and
analytical relying on books, documents, and sometimes on documentaries and movies that
help in answering appropriately and convincingly the leading questions and in deciphering

successfully the problematic. The latter is obviously premised on the works of postcolonial



writers such as John Tomlinson, Edward Said, Antonio Gramsci, Michel FoucaHtaarid

Fanon. This is in the theoretical part which needs the insertion of more descriptive texts to
simplify concepts and reduce all kinds of ambiguities in the use of definitions of concepts. In
addition, the research relies on historical documents anksbsuch as speeches, letters, and
literature, because the second chapter investigates the evolutionary stages of the American
cultural expansion in the continental, the regional and the global eras, as it intends also to
submit as much as possible higtat evidences about the role of the American manufacturing

culture in building and expanding the American empire.

Moreover, the two last chapters which need extensive analytical approach appeal to
books in cultural studies such &ultural Intelligence,Postcolonial Studies Linguistic
Imperialism,in addition to books and articles about modern history and international relations
such as B almpeaatismn a®l Pesttdosialisnrd, o hn  Me a rToehTeagedye r 6 s
of Great Power Politicaand Samuel Huntn g t Tha Glash of Civilizatiorand Political
Order in Changing Societidsecause both of them study the impact of American culture on
Chinese society. The thesis appeals also to many articles and scientific sources in the domain
of media technology useconomy and management which have lot of things to do with the
cultural phenomena in the modern world. One of these articles is the noble prize winner,
Joseph Stiglitzdéds AOf the 1%, by the 1%, f ol
by multing i on al corporationsd® owner to control tl
control the political life in the US in a way to serve the needa dfandle of American

business ma

Furthermore, in dealing with the Chinese counterpart, the research includes writings
of Chinese authors in English, s uthéChiaas Zhan
Wave Rise of a Civilizational Stat&Roughly, it makes sure to implement scholaefierences

of authors from both insidethe Chinese academic institutions and universities in particular
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and from the Chinese Diaspora. Besides, the
sources from different historical phases of th& 2@&nd on scholars who participated in the
intellectual debate about the cultural experiment in China and whose books reflect objectively

the social truth and the changes on the mainland. Chen Xujing, Yu Keping, Kin Chi Lau and
Eric Li6s wr e, tecall thescrucidl sociological dantpwhich have manufactured
Beijingbs modern civilization in the contex
makes use of many texts written by Chinese authors in order to keep balance between

different views in both sides, American and Chinese.
Structure

Accordingly, the thesis is made of four complementary chapters. The reader is
advised to follow the order because every chajpiitiates for a better understanding of the
following. The opening chapteronsists of an overview about postcolonial theory and the
emerging debates over the concept of cultural imperialism in its comprehensive meaning. It
aims at defining and clarifying different concepts of the thesis in order to simplify the
understanding ofie coming chapters. It tries also to reduce the existing ambiguities between
some major and key concepts which the reader will meet all along the paragraphs, from the
beginning to the end. One of the central principles of this discipline is that of tbhegibitity
of carrying a research in a given field without referring to another. Besides, it cannot stand
autonomous in its own right. For the postcolonialists, all scienpagicularly human
sciencesare intermeshed and complementary, and it is ombutyh a sensitive connection of
different disciplines that a coherent, consistent and reliable knowledge would develop. Thus, a
researcher on the ground of civilization or culture has to go threogkal, econonic,
political and literary dataotherwise;he may miss some crucial elents in describing

sociologicallya givenphenomean.



The second chapter aims at underlying that American cultural imperialism is not a
new phenomenon. On the contrary, it is as old as the birth of the thirteen British colonies
which established one united state after the War of Independence and the Treaty of Paris of
1783. Through a careful insight on history, it is clear that for more than three hundred years
Americans have participated in the construction of an empire thghstaday to extend its
influence through a refined propagation of its emerging culture. Notwithstanding the
carelessness that is felt among different scholars dealing with the early American history, this
cultural aspect has been a major theme in mangtenriand spoken texts produced in the
successive historical stages of the United States. Hence, with a deliberate objectivity, this
chapter surfs through these different periods to show the uncontroversial continuity in the

American cultural policy.

The thrd chapter deals with the case of China as a sample country. Besides,
choosing China as a case study to illustrate concretely and analytically the smooth move of
American culture is indebted at least to three important reasons. First of all, this céde wou
supposedlyive this study more credibility and scientific authority because today China is the
second biggest industrial country in the world, and according to some intellectuals it has the
potentialities to be a balancing force in the near future.d¥ew this country cannot stop the
incursion of American cultureegardless oall efforts to reduce its impacts on the Chinese
society. The second reason is thegt thoice o conservative and relatively powerful country
would confirm the supremacy and the intelligence of American culture, i.e. if the American
life style succeedeth pavingan open way into such a conservative and reserved society,
what would be the results iother weak open societies? Brieflfig fact shows to which
extent American cultural strategy is sophisticated and intelligent. The third reason is that

China is a country among others which recognized the threat of the wide spread of American



culture andries to resisthrough a number of performances which have in turn promoted the

process of Chinese modernization

The last chapter examines Chinese cultural resistance in the light of globalization and
modernization; it shows to which extent China is catted to face the American cultural
imperialism in favor of its own ways and competences. Yet, this time the struggle is
noticeably scientific and intellectual. In fact, at this stage, one may see clearly how the
Chinese Communist Party and the Chinesgasactivism converted resistance against a
foreign superpower to an internal performance. Of course, studying the Chinese strategy of
resistance from a distant angle would certainly open new perspectives for historians and
researchers in general becauSkinese performance in several fields can be a centre of
interest for many other countries where the will to convert cultural aggression to a positive
creativity is already awak&ll these chapters, in turn, are subdivided into other subtitles to

make thadeas clear and expliai the sight othe reader.



Chapter One: Postcolonial Theory and Critics

This urge to break with the inherited epistemologies of rationalism is directly
relevant to the political imperatives of a postcolonial cultfioe,the critique of
rationalism can be mobilized to call into question the intellectual authority-of all
knowing discourses of mastery, be it white over black, men overewnpror

capitalist over labourdBill Schwarz).

Introduction

This opening chapteconsists of an overview about postcolonial theory and the
emerging debates over the concept of cultural imperialism in its comprehensive meaning. It
aims at defining and clarifying different concepts of the thesis in order to simplify the
understanding ofhe coming chapters. It tries also to reduce the existing ambiguities between
some major and key concepts. At this level, too many things have been said, deifiaaed
and rejected aboytostcolonial theory. Some point out that it is new; some otlagrd $s as
old as colonialism. While someone relates it to neocolonialism, another relates it-to post
structuralism, deconstruction and postmodernism. In fhete are manynore complexities
in this field among the second hand researchers like critics, teachers and students, rather than
among its fathers and its architects. Thus, to go and read the founding texts of the theory
makes it easier for a researcher to build hisorship in the field and to assimilate the

original ideas as transmitted and interpreted by the pioneers.



There are persisting questions for postcolonial critics and writers, and there should be
return to the issues they rise to answer some of thosgangeNowadaysnanywritten texts
about postcolonialism bear a wide range of views. One can argue that what creates these
hybrid views makes at the same time the force and the significance of this theory. To describe
this estate of diversifying and sometnes i nconsi stent Vvi ews, Robe
or for worse postcolonial studies havet only become a major field of research in its own
right , 6 and accur di el yhakbe fadds its way into
disciplines ofte humani ti es and social scienceso (11

is undoubtedly clear and eminent among all the contributors in the field.

I n the same way, Bi |l | Ashcroft and Huss
other contemporary movenmiebeset by such a range of definitions and interpretations, and,
consequently suchamuftiacet t ed coll ection of objections
central principles of this discipline is that of the impossibility of carrying a researchvera g
field without referring to another. Besides, it cannot stand autonomous in its own right. For
the postcolonialists, all sciencegarticularly human sciencesare intermeshed and
complementary, and it is only through a sensitive connection of diffelisaiplines that a
coherent, consistent and reliable knowledge would develop. Arguably, this postcolonial vision
of a competent scholar is a revival of the Gremman way of regarding a philosopher. The
morethe latteris multi-talented ad masters a veety of domains, the more he supposedly

to be rhetorically convincing and scientifically reliable.

The outcome of the postcolonial studies has launched a huge debate among scholars
who often use concepts in a confusing way. This makes it difficultefegarchers to fix its
meaning and its assumptions. For examplefessoAli Rattansj the author of several texts
about cultural issuesnd identity question$ias argued that postcolonialism is both historical

periodization and a particular formofetltor i zat i on and anal ysi s. He
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concept of postcolonial should, in terms of historical periodization, be restricted tegane

i naugurated by the for mal i ndependence of fo
the appropation of this theory to postndependence peri od and |
intellectuals who belong to a long history of contestation and who are affected by the theories
studying the nature of colonialism, imperialism and fowhsesistance. Rattansi vieviise

theory as an intellectual heritage provoked by the phenomenon of colonialism and the

discourse which goes with it.

Professor of postcolonial and Diaspora literatulehn Mcleod, for his part
distinguishes between these through the use of a hypteetp ar at e épost 6 fr om
wor d. The hyphemniaé¢d, 0Restar gues, seems mo
particular historical period, in other words, the period that follows empimereas,
O6postcol onial si mé wiot hdaduts ppau rad teu atoirams roef f erres
and values [that] can circulate across the barrier between colonial rule and national
independenced (5). Proesethistoricabperiod dr a dasowingpteen i s n
end of the colonial age, but a whole conceptualization of cultural life within a society that can

be historically the colonized or the colonizer.

Over the same issu&meritus Professor of Postcolonial Literature, Lyn Innes
synthesizesthatéh nonhyphenated term fArefers to the
time of its firstimpactc ul t ur al | vy, politically, economi ca
resulted in the interaction that occurred between different cultures of the worldheith
discovery of the New World and mainly with the conquest of the subcontinents. Meanwhile, it
is not only concerned with the accumulation of godependence literature as the literal
meaning of the word points out, but it is also concerned with teeature dealing with
colonialism and other similar activities in the present and the past in general. In the same way

as Mcleod, Innes attributes the hyphenated term{past oni al i s m) ito the

10



after a nation has been officially recogdze as i nde p e n eeaniglism igthen i d) .

used to underline a particular period in the history of an independent country.

Before goingfurther with some details about postcolonial theory, it is primordial to
shedlightombcul t ur ed saddagi mpe r i atorithe doandatign bfghiss t a n d
theory. Actually, concepts are descriptive categories of analysis that help to classify, order
and define complex phenomena such as culturesidBs, they are the batibone of
theorization in a scieific research. Conceptualization of the same phenomena, for instance
colonialism, may differ depenaly on the mainstream of thougidoptedand depending on
the period or the epoclicuropean colonizers amdlonizedNorth Africans may havef not
surely different views on the notion of colonialism. Moower, the Europeans of the 1940s
and 1950s and the Europeansttid 2f' ¢ may face the similar circumstance and view the
concept differently. In the same way, conceptualization may differ from each other on the
basis of philosophy: a Marxigtositioned thinker and a capitalistay define differently
imperialism. Thus, the signffance of a theoretical aspect of an academic and a scientific
research lies in its ability to underline the way in which concepts and headlines will be
i mpl emented. I n another way, through a sensi

key concets, theory paves the ground on which the ideas will be constrsigtpdy step

Arguably,the most plausible explanatiof culture and imperialism neetts account
for the interaction of the economic, political, social and mainly cultural factors.dharsta
theory hence corresponds to these conditions arwersmany questions on this cultural

ground

A. Characteristics of Postcolonial Theory

Being a new and emerging theory, nowadays postcolonialism is still a field of

investigation of several critic Because it is concerned with all aspects of (ifistory,
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politics, econory), its description as a theory is not enclosed. Besides, day after day, new
ideas completing the previous ones are poured to the repertory of the theory to make its total
meaning. Therefore, writing about characteristics and major ideas of postcolonial studies
today is relatively and likely impulsive. Most influential figures in contemporary critical
theory such as Gayatri Spivak, Fredric Jameson, Homi Bhabha and Aijazd Alonanue

flaunting its concepts and mainstreams.

However, what is clear is that the concept of postcolonialism emerged as a distinct
and a major school of criticism in the 1990s. It is a literary movement with origins deeply
rooted i n t hland th#® @dtdal guggle fort indepandence. Even #ohas
not beenincluded in the manuals and dictionaries of both linguistics and literary theoity
the beginning of the 2%c. For instance, the word is not mentioned one time in the J. A.
Cud d o n 6 s Dictoomary wfsLiterary Terms and Literary Theoffourth edition 1999).

Till recently, postcolonial theory has no definition and no scholarly description in the most
prominent dictionaries. This fact provides solid evidence about the freshdbe ideas

broughtaboutby this intellectual movement.

Actually, the overwhelming majority of texts written in this context do not
demonstrate clearly the characteristics of postcolonial studies; instead, they are contented with
discussing broadly itsnpact on the scientific research all over the world and its contribution
to the development of a new reflection on ideas and truth in general. This way of tackling the
theory is due to two major facts. The first one is that it is a newly born discaithetudies
are still undergoing to cover its crystallized surface. The second fact is a consequence of the
first. Because it is a new discipline, postcolonial theory is still in a permanent evolution. This
volatility makes it difficult for the researcheis assert clearly the foundational components of

postcolonial writings.
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To study inductively the characteristics, it is primordial to highlight that postcolonial
writings are of a given complexity. The latter is essentially provoked by several factors, bu
the most important one is the interference of other schools of thoughts in the making of its
body-knowledge. Postcolonial Studies, as a theoretical approach to discourse analysis, is
influenced by four foremost contemporary theories: deconstructionstpastiralism,
postmodernism and orientalism. Accordingly, the convergence between the latter has become
by now a curious union that forms four important characteristics of postcolonialism. To some
extent, the latter represents a crucible of several sgedrthoughts which are continuously
fusing, transgressing and reproducing knowledge. To defend this view, Peter Barry
demonstrates t hat nThe postcol oni al writer
structuralism and deconstruction have proved to hesg c ol oni al Critico (
interaction existing between these fqivlosophicalstreams forms the matrix of postcolonial
studies and its worldwide reputatioit the same time, it highlights at least three inextricable

characteristics in thpostcolonial writing.

1. Progressiveldentity

Without doubt, this element reflects the anthropological attraction and concerns in
the postcolonial studies. Anthropolggwhich makes an important bod#yowledge of
sociology and which deals with the evolution of societies in the course of time, demonstrates
that social groups are dynamic and in a permanent evolution. This sociologicabrifioins
that the culture of every social group is relatively cognitiveshows that culture, which is

also the bed stone of oneds identity, iI's by

another.This fact is widely felt and approached in the postcolonial writing.

Accordingly, ane important characteristic of poskooial writers is their strong

interest in the notion oprogressiveidentity. Similarly with poststructuralistgpostcolonial
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researchersire centrally concerned with the unstable and shifting nature of identity. That
instability gives to the world throughout time a heterogeneous dimension that is considered as

a natural and an obvious feature of mankind. Contrary to liberal humanistsigacsalists

who argue that human e x pe renlighteaneent superstitionj ver s
cruelty and ignorance would be replaced by
(Kellner, 23), postcolonial thinkers reject this uniformist tendermecause it has led to

elitist, colonialist and, from a feminist view, to patriarchal ideologies. The philosophy of the
enlightenment, which promoted the idea that Europe is the centre of human civilization, had
actually opened a big bracket in the gedatihistory outside Europe. Jean Paul Sartre went
even further, when writing about colThei al F
Wretched of the Earthp statet hat Eur opean humani sm compri se
of | i e s 0 b ethogeuvwmshipedtideats ennthie ecauntries other than the European

ones Sartreds words <clarify how muc-bouher yo |

was ironical when it has come to practice.

In other words, the universalists who represent a lorditiva of western ideology
that goes back to the enlightenment constructed their own social categorization in which
cul tur al relations are based on Europeans oV
over blacks, and capitalists oMabourers (asve can include north over south). This relation
was not only vis a vis the colonized people, but thereevaa within the European societies
a classification which had given one class the right to civilize anather From the
postcolonial view, practad humanism as pictured by histais/ indicted for generating the
will to dominate, to establish boundaries, to classify and calibrate. Hence, what distinguishes
the two concepti ons -rootedanduniversdizinghiaa theirsnbtvatianr e 0 c
whereas the postcol oni al i ntell ectual resemlt

Besides, the reason behind this difference between them is the way intellectuals from both
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sides consider identity: the universalist want it standardized onw#stern model; the

postcolonialists admit it divided and heterogeneous.

Besides, divided identity foregrounds also cultural hybridity, that is, the situation
whereby individuals and groups belong to more than one culture. Thus, social groups in
modern eramay belong to several cultures because of major historical changes and
circumstances. In addition, for a long period, human societies have been undergoing technical
and contextual configurations which brought many cultures around the world closer to each
other. As a result, there has been fusion in many areas where cultural hybridization is
systematically observed. Professor Joseph Chan from the University of Hong Kong names
this cultural phenomenon with t hedtyitletenm 6t r an
stands for the outcome of cultural interaction which usually happens as a consequence of
territorial, regional or global changes. Accordingly, Cultural hybridity can by itself be a result
of great events taking plade the course of timewhether at national scales or international
and global scale, such # Industrial Revolution, colonialism, regional economic boom as
well as economic crisis, globalization. Either immediately or progressively, these events have

significantly changedaieties quantitatively and qualitatively.

Thel ndustri al Revolution, for instance, i
of human | ife in the history of the whorld re
the context of the I8century, tha transformation allowed some cultural blocs, usually
foreign blocs, to interfere in social life of other cultural blocs within the European continent.

It was this scientific revolution which &émo
countries and tought them together in the quest of raw materials. Simultaneously, a new
society, which was growing identical, emerged in most part of the continent and the United
States. Since then, a new hybrid culture has been vigorously manufactured. In the same way,

colonialism as the most explicit form of imperialism compressed societies sharply and
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juxtaposed a variety of cultures with the controlling metropolis dictating the norms of new
and modern society. Over centuries of colonization, the interaction betwésrnized and
colonizer has formed cultural layers in both societies.n¥ete particularly, it has given the
colonized communities another thick cultural layer which inasome casesnrichedbut in

many other cases destroyi authentic traditions. Theame cultural layelhascontinued to
shape peopl es 6inthecercol@ipsAs @ nesulbof thekei nfodern phenomena,
societies consciously or unconsciously belong to a complex culture that may have different
origins. To illustratethe view of interdependency and cultural hybriditigdward Said

explains that

[To] ignore or otherwise discount the overlapping experience of Westerners and
Orientals, the interdependence of cultural terrains in which colonizer and colonized
co-existed and battledaeh other through projections as well as rival geographies,

narratives, and histories is to miss what is essential about the world in the last

century Culture and Imperialisnxxii - xxiii).

Postcolonialism then tries to popularize the fact that evelttinepean culture may
we l | be that of O0the other d an-exstencehetweer r s a.
different cultural entities, and it systematically hinders all the ways of interfering in the
| atter 6s6 devel op mesandwars oetwaen socidl draupys. Pogiceldnialc | a s
writers consider colonialism as the major historical event which prohibited some identities
from existing and developing because of the interference of colonial administrations all along

t he Oci vinléi ziinn gL amiisnsiAomer i ca, Asi a and Afri cza

2. Difference and diversity

The other important characteristic is directly connected thighprogressive identity

Postcolonial theory has a strong faith in cultudifference But for postcolonial critics,
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difference does not mean necessarily opposition as it is undelist@mine contemporary
political studies. For them, world societies can be everything but uniform. Thus, diversity is
unequivocally natural. Besides, dispersed people may have the samiedlistots butmay

be culturally different. In the same wasnajor historical events contribute to the formation of
cultural layers and to the process of transculturation as sd@nogmnessive Identityandthey
mayalso push societies to develop in diffnt ways. For examplthe Industrial Revolution

had provoked a big shift in the life style in Europe. This fact had changed the parameters of
power between Western industrialized Europe thedate18" ¢ North Africa. Simultaneously
because of the stiulated scientific and technical improvement, it had endorsed cultural
disparity between both sides and put their cultures on two parallel lines. In the same way,
everywhere in the world, cultures grow different depending on historical circumstances and

onsocial patterns.

Postcolonialists argue that actually cultural difference should bring societies closer to
each other instead of generating clashes between them. They claim that, like in trade,
differences area source of exchange and mutual promotioowever, because of excessive
nationalism and radical pragmatism, colonial discourse widened the gap between colonized
and coloni zer on the basis of di fference
(Kaiwar). Among the numerous inappropriate and heg@c ways of using intentionally the
concept to divide mankind is the discoursal distinction between the European white, civilized
and Christian from the savage, pagan and Muslim. This use of difference ended in massive
missionary and military maneuvershigh in turnwere transformed into a long period of

exploitation and genocidal crimes in Africa and other corners of the world.

History recorded by both Western and Abfestern intellectuals demonstrates that
since the first contact with the indigenous people of the occupied territories, the colonizers

used the notion of difference to divide, distinguish and then harass indigenlbwes to
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create a feeling of backwardness among the colonized people. There were repeated
psychol ogi cal wars which functioned at vari
different and inferior. As a result of psychological wars, peoples weteddo abandon their
original culture and embrace fAthe mother cou
i i-bne t w eBlack &kinfWhite Masl®). In the case of colonialism, difference represented an
obstacle for the Europeans to control enyirdle spirits and the wealth in the occupied

countries, while cultural uniformity makes thwole project easier for them.

This case of colonial project is nowadays back to political, academic and intellectual
scene, and it is discussed in the contexglobalization. On thepremiseof this cultural
homogenization and difference intellectual dispysestcolonial critics later on asseditthat
one fundament al i mpact of gl obalization, pro
death of dioglabaédvihl abed would be the eve
turn would | ead, i n Fukuyamads vVview, to Atl
equivocal, the death of difference will put the world in an unprecedented situation where only

one alture (most intellectuals believe it is the American culture) will be celebrated.

The IndoeBritish critic, Homi Bhabha gives a great priority to the characteristic of

cultural difference in his writings. He points out in his masterpidoe Location ofCulture

Alt iI's in the emei the averap aod disglabement af doenairstofi c e s
differenceit hat € c ol | e c t natoenesscompnaumity ieteresteor aultural value
are negotiatedo (2). To a esiofdiffetercesehich shapda |, he

significantly the identity of social groups: the first is natural and based on race, class and
gender; the second is cultural ansl b as e d on peopl eds exper.i e
Anthropologically, Bhabha highlights that theraislose relationship between them, and they

affect each other. However, in contemporary world issues, the latter is more important
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because it represengsbreeding groundor the former. In other words, cultural difference

which stands fsdr r®dind s cest mart ua sa | di fferenc

Western universalism, from this perspective, aims at consolidating this notion of
difference in a way to uphold the European enlightened and superior citizens over the
inferior subal ternd c ooticeuhat differense. is sBroetimes ol o n
fueled by politics, and if there are today several world conflicts designed as cultural clash
based on religious difference, it is because of the interference of political and economic
interests of great nations mairtlgrough fueling religious rivalries. The best illustration to
clarify this point i's Samuel Huntingtonos
Huntington foreshadows that Aithe principal
natonsandgrups of different <civilizationso (22).
part of an ongoing orientalism because it <co
remain strong and keep [its] opponenofs we ak
CivilizatTbasoi 8) Huntingtonés article encour
East and regards difference as the source of conflict in the. 24 other words, Said regards
this manner of exploiting difference within politics to divide and weaken societies as a

hegemonic strategy which aims at strengthening western values and legitimizing its policy.
3. Quest for the Past

The third characteristiof postcolonial theory is chiefly projected by literary and
historical circles of posndependence era. It is the needdolaim the pastThis aspect is of
great importance beuaae it is well pictured in the New Culturalgtbry in which the study of

the past is not only synchronic, as in the traditional approaches to history, but it is also

'"The Myth of 6The Clash of Civilizationso60o is a writ
publication of his booK he Clash of Civilizations and the Emerging World Ordieis a speech designed to put
into question much of the ideas included by S. Huntington and the reliability of his references.
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diachronic. In the latter, the study of the past relies on other scientific discoveries and other
fields in humanities such as anthropology, archeology, econopali¢cs and even religious
texts. In effect, what is crucial in postcolonial studiethesdeconstruction of history which is
regarded as being manipulated, constructed and to some extent falsified during the colonial

period in order to cherish the Westémperial wilf.

EdwardSai d, i n what he calls in his analysi
of postcolonial writers, argues that 0the se
origin than that provi debdl ey bgoltohne al arhd ds t
Decolonization 79). This quotation, which reflects a key postcolonial belief, shows clearly
that thereare two types of history: the authentic one and the colonial one. Besides,
decolonization shouldot be only an armetevolution, but it should be also armed of credible
knowledge and historical reconsideration. In this wegcolonizationis meanwhile an
intellectual writingback to question the history which in the colonial context legitimized the
oppressive administiato n s 6 pr e s e n c e alsoropers the way to Ihistaricak s . | 1
nationalism that sprouts out of the quest for identity and the claim for historical documents
from the colonial administratiorf-or this reason, Algerian historians and researchers for
instance are still asking the French officials and administration to release the hidden archives

about colonial and preolonial history of Algeria.

Sai dos argumentation i s by the way app
independence whether in the earlyipé such as India or belatedly such as Algeria. After
independence, thestarted rewriting their historiesn the premises of higical documents

and scientific knowledgeAccordingly, national histories provided by colonial administration

? Imperial will is the way in which an imperial power legitimizes or justifies its expansion in a given territory,
either ly propaganda or pretexts t (todd, 55). In its political and economic sense, this concept is also well
explained in the books of Noam Chomskgminer le Monde ou Sauver la Planéi®04) etLe Bouclier
Americain(2002).
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under exogenaitheories are revisited and studied to synthesize appropriatalglidiality

and theauthenticity ofmanyhistorical events. In his anthropological studies on North African
communities, Mouloud Mammeri, the Algerian anthropologist and novelist, sthtds
colonial authorities had conceived a whole system of explication which would serve the
ideological legitinization of their administratio48). These words clarify the significance of
history in the sight of colonial administration, and so it is & $ight of postcolonial writers.
They unveil another strategic tool of colonization which functions through academic

institutions and discourse production.

Among the scholars who applied these measures to study colwst@yhthere is
Ramila Thaperan Indian oustanding contemporary historiamho wrote History of India
(1966), in addition to a dozen of scholarly works in the same field. Correspondingly, she
rejected and proved the fallacy of some key Indian historical events that were taken, before
herpublications, as Indian history by grants. In an interview about British colonialism and the
distortion of history, Thaper argues that the principle distortions of colonial history in India,
and this is valid to other histories of the colonized world, oecliat the level of the reading
of historical materials and texts, and that
much from the point of view of the culture and civilization that they came from, which was
Grecor oman and ChrJussih the samekuectompas Mouloud Mammeri, she
keeps on saying that Athey wanted?Z®Actoalyyse hi
the latter did not content itself only with the falsification of historical truth, but beyond that it
glorified its civilization through a systematic and continuous representation of the South as
uncivilized and unable to rule itself. This aspect is humbly detaildtkifollowingtitle in the

context of thecolonial epresentationf the colonized

® These quotations are takenrfnan interviewin which Ramila Thaper received Honorary Dwete from the
University of Alberg, CanadaThe title of the interview i§ | n dPiast @hd Present: How History Informs
Contemporary Narratives.
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In addition to the deliberate interpretative distortion of history, there is another
worthy element to mention in the same context, that is, material and physical erosion of
civilization. One concern of postcolonialism in the study of history is to investigate the
impacts of colonialism not only on the colonized but also on the universal cultural heritage
because colonization got broader consequences on human civilization. Without doubt,
decolonization with its wide stretching frontiers has affected internationaioreda and
Bandung Conferenc€l955) demonstrated the will of the newly independent countries to
participate in shaping strategically these relations and in writing modern history of the world.

In addition to its national and local criteria, decolonizatizas also a global move to save
universal cultural and historical heritage. Because it paved the way to cultural revival in
different corners of the world, many intellectuals consider it as the monumental event of the
20"c .  Ai m® DB@srseion @odiaisnt is one early and most revealing text in this

context. As an influential figure amonige postcolonialist thinkershe Martiniquan essayist
shows how colonization Adehumani ze[ d] even t
At he womdiear udi Mili zations. o He furthers tha
Standard Oil wi | | never console me for the
back the whole historical background of thé"Hhd the 18 centuries which saw a bigave

of explorations in search for gold and silver and which became through time entitled the

6civilizing missiono.

At this level, it is essential to explain that though postcolonial theory is a new
cultural practice and a new scholarly investigation, iyesthows a great interest in the old
histories and all kinds of narratives. Its core is revising the past (either in literary or historical

books) to show the foregrounded truth from the backgrounded one and rethinking history as a

‘“The used ver si oDisconrse o/Aobloni@lisnds@ranalatedntod@nglish by Joan Pinkham and
published by Monthly Review Press: New York, 1972. Originally, it is publish&isa®urs sur le colonialisme
by Editions Presence Africaine, 1955.
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whole: not as one ovehe other or one to exclude the other as it was the case with colonial
historical literature. This shows that those who argue that postcolonialism is limited 40 post
colonial issues are relatively wrong for it has to reconstruct a great deal of pastdmimor

knowledge on which it may locateself. In this respect, Vasaiaiwar explains that:

Postcol oni al theory constructs itself arou
pre-colonial, colonial and postcolonial in which the global South is positicted,
historical specificities seemingly preserved in microhistories but effectively

cancelled in collusion with the imperialists.

Kai war 6s statement e n h-madepeadencet perod in thgop or t a
writings of postcolonial thinkers because it isinfa during that period that historical
mi sconceptions took place and col oni al di sco

the concept of modernity.

When commenting on Frantz Fanondos wor k f
At he wholFanpnidrst wofr k i s to force the Europ
together withthe history of colonies awakening from the cruel stupor and absurd immobility
of i mperi al domi ni ono (6Representing t he C
symmetricdly as well as objectively studied as one universal archival heritage but different
from each other; they should not, then, be implemented as tools of domination or triggering
hatred. Here lies the postmodernist view that decolonization has restraineeriWest
universalizing, authoritarian and moderAitgsed narrative, and it has stimulated

postmodernity which localized representation and has no claim of universal truth.

Furthermore, this quest for the past is highlighted not only in academic research and
books of history but also in literary works. Postcolonial writings put into relief national

historical figures with local names that were overlooked by colonial texts. This is the case of
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African literature written in English and French languages. Dedpieet f act of OG6adap
European form of writing prose and poetry, pioneering African literary texts tend to deal with
African subject matter. According to the critics, this act is another important maneuver of
decolonization whicloccursin literature b show to the Westerners that every human being

has a sense of history and of innovation. Bill Schwarz, Reader in Communication and

Cultural Studies at Goldsmith College, observes that:

For those engaged in the postcolonial critique are, it seems, atignptirite their
way out of the hegemony exerted by the interlocking mastezgories of race,
nation, culture and sexuality which lie deep within the foundations of European

thought (10).

From the part of some postcolonial cstguch as Edward Saida§atri Spivak and
Homi Bhabha,notwithstanding the overuse ddentity in their texts, yet this concept is
removed from its circumstantial ground and historical contexts in order to be treated as
autonomous phenomena and far from political legitimizatibis not used to draw borders
between states as most of people may take it, but as an alternative to colonialism and as a
form of resistance to all kinds of authoritarian regimes. Some political organisms, particularly
tyrannical and despotic governmentssed the concept of identity to keep their societies
isolated from the external world and then have a complete authority over them. All these
elements spotlight how much the aspect of history is significant not only to the postcolonial

studies but even ithe constructed colonial discourse.

So far, postcolonialism pivots around three important characteristics which are also
shared with other schools of thoughts. AlIIl o
body-knowledge. Divided identity undiémes that human experience is not universal and that

culture reflects that experience. Yet, because of some social and historical circumstances,
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divided cultures meet in certain areas to form cultural layers in the same society. This is the
case with Eurpe since enlightenment and mairtlye Industrial Revolution. Difference
instead is the human spatial experience which grows different over time. From postcolonial
perspective, it should encourage exchange and tolerance, not hegemony and wars. This was
the case with Europe and 1% Africa. At last, the quest for the past stands for historical
deconstruction which heralds a number of intentional falsifications in the colonial discourse.
Thus, a scholar on this ground has to provide historical evidencesnaraf his ultimate task

is to denounce objectively the constructed past. All in all, these characteristics give
postcolonial studies great esteem and credibility in the pursuitruth and reliable
knowledge. Meanwhile, they explicitly foreground thgrsiicance of cultural representation

in the verification of past and present assumptions.

B. Representation of Culture in Postcolonial Theory

Culture is the most recurrent concept in postcolonial studies. Even in the titles of the
pioneering textsculturer ecei ves a | arge space &gltural t IS
Hegemony S adultui@ sand Imperialis;m J a méastnod@raism or, The Cultural
Logic of Late Capitalism B h a boeatiah sof Culturea n d T o mlQultuglo n 6 s
Imperialism All these texs in addition to lot of others study different aspects of life, literary

discourse, philosophy and societies in general around this ground of culture. Edward Said

wr ot e, AMy own theory, which | put forth in
extrad¢ , i's that culture played a very import e
Decol onizationd 72). This means t haadingthehi s co

foundations of orientalism and in apprehending the postcoltmeary in geneal. It is not
included in the characteristics because it has a particular significatmahit should be
clarified carefully in order to get intits real meanindgrom the scope of cultural studiédore

accurately, this part aims at locating the conoégulture in postcolonialism in the context of
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the 20" ¢ socichistorical circumstances and at unveiling its hegemonic use in the geostrategic

discourse.
1. Location of Culture in Postcolonialism

In postcolonial theory, the worlilltureis most of the time, if not all the time, related
to imperialism. For this reason, postcolonialism is referred to in some founding texts as
6cul tural imperialism theorydé. In fact, alth
two appellationgan in term of field of studystand together as one domain. However, it is
noticeable that the former is broader because, in addition to cultural imperialism, it deals also
with other aspects of knowledge such as history, teaching and translation. $yHhaea
|l atterdés wultimate purpose is to analyze #dth
multiple ways mainly in literary texts and media (Tomlinson 22). It is possible then to argue

that cultural imperialism thesis is included in postcoloniabtly.

A good assimilation of American cultural imperialism requires a good understanding
of the concept of culture. The latter halsthe timebeen an attractive field of knowledge; it
has fascinated scholars from different domains. Among them, we felagists,
anthropologists, linguists, historians and theoreticians such as Ibn Khaldun, Margaret Mead,
Claude Levi Strauss and Edward Said. These schaladsnanythers from different periods
and disciplines, diverge in what concerns some chardatsref the concept; however, they
share some important similarities. It is through those built common points as well as other

postcolonial analytical studies that a complete definition may sprout out.

Ibn Khaldun, whom influential booKhe Muqgadimarepresents an introduction to
sociology and a new History, gives at the same time a broad and a meticulous definition of
culture; he claims that it is the goal of every society because it is the source of civilization and

improvement. In fact, é dividesthe cacept into two aspects: the first is the inherited
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knowledge which accumulates and grows throughout time to form the second aspect which is
theinfrastructure. But what is more important here is that when he came up to this concept, he
introduced the notio of hegemony in a genius way and asserted that the weak societies have
to follow, in a way or another, the culture of powerful societies. That kind of hegemony

corresponds widely to that of postcolonial theory.

Predominant discussions about contemporasyas move towards this khaldunian
perspective of putting culture at the center of societies instead of military strength, economy
or politics. Postmodernist texts describe human being as singular and determined figure,
historically situated inside his dulu r e . Such thinking inspires 0
and improvement is not that of human beings but that of culture véhichf ect s Ai ndi v
behavior that they acquire from other members of their species through teaching, imitation,
and otherfoms of soci al transmissiono (Richerson,
range of separate and distinct Bogt€alomiahs o f
Studies60). This definition shows that if there is something that distinguishes a social group
from another, it is culture. This is why people speak of cultural diversity instead of cultural
uni formity; they speak of «culonhdorl@ns estmmtes ead
t hat i cul t-everedefinisvelyetnhtei rved ryk o f human beingo |
culture, as it is argued, is not recent. What is recent is the way it is approached in the age of

postcolonialism and globalization.

With the birth of new theories in the field of cultural studies, many descriptive

guestions are asked about culture such as: how cultural practice is established through time?

|l s the process of cul tur al establ ihe Gnohefn t eV
hi story and the |l ast mandéd? I|Is it possible toc
can we distinguish what is | ocal from what i
singular; that i s 0glqestiens needudtianal anewier?. Beésides,faa c t |,
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number of eminent scholars have worked on them with both scientific skills and objectivity.
Yet in this part of the chapter, culture is limited chiefly to its role in the hegemonic practice.

Postcolonial scholarput it at the front place in the practice of imperialism.

2. Hegemonic Use of Culture

When describing the world of the future in his theoretical téng bréve histoire de
| 6 a v Jaegues Attali, a French political figure and analyst, foregrounds thatwottek will
live three important generations. The first will give birthdd y p e r e Thp lattee ®rd
Attali, will result in confederations of nations belonging to the same culture. The second will
be t hky p eorfc gdoetause cdnflics are nmoore between countries but between
cultural entities. This will lead to two opposing hypothetical results. The fatalistic one is the
end of the world because of the use of to
destruction. The optimistic one isaththe hyperconflict will change dramatically the
traditional or de hy pienrtdoe marc agabcmdmaformn zok Human

organization (10, 11).

In a less excessive way, Samuel Huntington elaborated the same theory of world

conflicts in the futureand he puts it forward, it he cl ash
politics, o0 in which ideological di fferences
his Vviews explicit when he says t hat At he
dominathg sour ce of conflict wildl be Cul turalo

currently issue between the ithd Sates representing the western waltt terrorism
representing theastrn world Contrary to Attali 6srpotvdiseory o

Huntington hypothesis is cultural clash betw

Obviously, both of the defended hypotheses give a great deal of importance to

culture as the ultimate machine of history. What is also clear in these analyses is tigat polit
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and economy are understood equally with culture. In other words, both views regard economy
and politics as important as culture, something which is most of time refused and rejected by
postcolonial scholars. The latter argue that culture is the ooifgEconomic and political
thinking of a given society and that it is the source of knowledge in general. Because cultures
are relatively different from each other and methodically premised on various ways of
cumulating ideas, knowledg®hich is by itselfthe product of cultureis then systematically
relative and needs verification. Economically, this fact makes it clear for instance why some
societies prefer socialism, others capitalism and many others prefer something in between. It
is due to the cultutdoundations which produce knowledge in human societies. This view of
relativity in knowledge is widely defended by the French thinker, Michel Foucault. That is,
every culture has its own truth, and it is on that truth that economic and political mearg!

constructed.

To illustrate, the relation between culture and economy in a given society is like the
relation between individualism and capitalism. The first is a cultural notion; the second is an
economic one. But thanks to some other culturabfacthe first has developed to become an
economic theory that is known as capitalism. The same relationship is between tolerance and
heterogeneity, and democracy. Though from the outside they look the same, from inside they
are two different things, andnlikely one is the origin of the other. Politics in sequence
manages the gap between them. Tolerance is a cultural value, and democracy is a political
system. However, an anthropological study of the two concepts in the United States shows
that democracysi presumed a political notion rooted in the culture of tolerance and respect of
the other in the context of immigration of the™d. This is why when postcolonial thinkers
use culture; they mean the deepest side of social truth and of knowledge ited &eiting.

To clarify, politics and economy are the embodiment of cultural heritage which is made of

small units of knowledge, in the same way as the molecules in chemistry.
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In his favorable position towards the significance of culture in the making of

empires, Said claims that:

These accumulated experiences, territories, peoples, histories; [Eurocentrism]

studied them, classified them, verified them; but above all, it suizied them to

the culture and indeed the very idea of white Christian Europe. This cultural

process has to be seen if not as the origin and cause, then at least as the vital,
informing, and invigorating counterpoint to the economic and political machinery

that we all concur stands at the center of

72).

Said highlights the primordial role of culture in the Western imperial mission, as he
distinguishes also what is cultural from what is political and economic machine in the process
of domination. Moreover, he subordinates the latter to the former, ashdugther to argue
that cultural imperialism isreoverlasting form of hegemony, for it controls minds instead of
political and military faculties of a societ
wor ks, Ashcroft n ourd io &keeping impeniaism rintatt eceannotf be ¢ u | t
over estEdweadtSaid3). Al(in all, these diverse views on culture provide the reader
in the postcolonial studies with how culture is conceptualized and implemented in the context

of imperialism.

C. Imperialism as Associated with Colonialism

This title cannot try to encompass the many views and arguments that are primordial
to the understanding of imperialism. Imperialism has generated a continuing debate which has
ended in plenty of conclusions. Even tceatpt to acknowledge some of those conclusions or

views would result ingperficial lists of opiniorpoll specific to different colonial territories
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and cultural contexts. As it is argued previously, the definitions given about imperialism

depend omliffering philosophical positions and fgecal values of the definers.

From his angle, the Russian philosopher and eminent political and economic
reformer in the posBolshevik revolutionVladimir Lenin defines mper i al i sm as ft
stage of capifai sm, 0 from the point that the onward
|l ives of many peopl e to @unsp e doktrinbwhieh, foni ser y o
him, facilitates the process of colonization and exploitation of both the opprasdethe
working class. In addition, he considered the First World War (WWI) an imperialistic war
Afor the division of the worl d, for t he p a
influenced of finance <capi t ahedcxisting yonnecBonamul t a
bet ween capitalism and imperialism, Jean Pau
itself t hat b e ¢ aensmmmecway, many scholars iuriahi)ies, regandedt h

most ofthetime as preMarxists theoreticianglefend this view of economic hegemony.

The British historian Ronald Robinson 1in
function of a process of incorporating some countries at some times into the international
economyo (cited in Bweglit to thé political Hide, that istbes mor e
administrativeside of the practice of control over other territories in Africa, Asid Latin
America. Therefore, tile Lenin discusses the economic sawfeimperialism; Robinson for
his partincludes the polital dimension. What is certain is that both of them look at
hegemonic practice from different angles depending on their social, historical and cultural

tendencies.

Despite the existing differences in the previous definitions, scholars agree on the fact
tha imperialism transcends the notion of domination and imposition, and enhances the gap

between powerful and weak societies. Practically, the whole mankind does agree that its
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practice in international relations is unsustainable, because it dehumanizesdestl{the

controller and the controlled) and reduces them psychologically as well as physically to
savagery ath cruelty, as it was the case withlonization. Thus, it is impossible to reduce the
meaningof imperialism just to the material side, that é&onomic exploitation through the

use of military strength. In this respect, it appears that Edward Said, one of the founders of
postcobnial theory and the father ofri@ntalism, has reached a moderate and an appropriate
definition which sums upthepaso | oni al use of i mperialism. H
and the attitudes of a dominati ngCulluetndopol i t
Imperialism 8). Comparing to the traditional ways of studying the concept, the statement
explains how much imperialism is meticulous. Moreover, this definition is neither from
economic nor political view, but it mirrors both theory and practice in the show of plwer.

goes deeper to cover the exteriorized attitudes as well as the implemented knowledge in the

statesd® hegemonic behavior.

The difference occurs also when it comes to the meaning of the notion of
imperialism in contemporary era. In the past, it was ddeanuse it was a question of military
presence of a foreign authority in a given country where political administration is in the
hands of the mother country. What leads to the question: How can we speak of imperialism in
the absence of colonialism, or negreciselyin a world said to be ruled byiuman rights

organization®

Barbara Bush, Professor of imperial history, answered this questiortrbglucing
and explainingthe notions offformal andinformali mper i al i smo (45) . The
clarify the relationship between societies: one controls, the other controlled. A formal
i mperi al relationship exists when the O6i mper
is incorporated into the metropolis or empire. This was the case of British imdli&ranch

Al geri a. The word most usapphratugnand ] sheawny emac
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of oppression (Sartre, 21). Informal imperial relationship can have several dimensions:
cultural, political, economic and historical. This relationshipolaes the interaction of
economic, political, social and more precisely cultural dependence on a hegemonic

metropolis. Vasant Kaiwar, an eminent postcolonial scholar and a historian, argued that:

One of the central characteristics of postcolonial theerghe contention that

colonialism defined not so much as the history of the physical occupation and rule

by European states of vast regions of the world beyond Euieghe defining
experience of humanity in our |Isempebawhé. I n t he
still under the epistemic sway of colonialism even as we resist under the sign of

somet hing fiposto.

In the same way as Bush, Kai war disting
stands for colonialism, f r addm whhti hceh esptiasntdesmifco
hegemony. In his texts, he defends the view of continuity in Westernriahpelicy but
takingother shapes and disguisgher thartraditional colonialism. This means that the latter
conditioned the history of humanity, arftbtgh it had seen the end by the 1960s (except for
some countries), the world continues to live its collateral and unavoidable consequences.
Among those consequences is the emergence of a new form of imperialism under the name of

necacolonialism. As the mae suggests, it is colonialism by another name.

One contentious nature of the concept of informal imperialism, mentioned
previously, is reflected in the polarized debate in the-polsmnial period over the existence of
necimperialism. During the poshdependence era, this vision of imperialism was the
predominant in the intellectual scene of the former colonies. It is characterized by the
banishment of the use of weapons and direct military control, but theolemial
administration instead worked oretlelaboration of another sophisticated strategy to rule the

newly born countries. I n geopolitics, anal y:
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Since the 1950s and in the fag of decolonization wars, speeches, texts and pictures fuel the
politcl debate about this new form of i mperiald]

of criticism on this ground.

Besides, there are two main views on the question otakmialism. The first view
is that of the Westerners mainly orthodox historiamso tend to have Eurocentric
conservative vision. They argued that Western imperialism started with colonialism; it ended
with decolonization, and that n@olonialism is invented by some nationalistic views in the
former colonies to escape some respalisds and failures. This is in the way that political
leaders in the independent countries attribute economic underdevelopment and political
corruption to foreign interference and political pressure to avoid all kinds of criticism and
popular reactionsThe second view is that f t he Otri cdmrd Worknt al i s
nationalists and Western leftist intellectuals. Contrary to the first view, they claim that
decolonization did not abolish completely imperialism because colonialism was culturally

deeplyrooted in different institutions of the dependencies.

Neo-colonial view in North vs South relations is the basic claim of the opening
statement of Spivakds postcoloni al semi nal t
western academic thinking igroduced in order to support western economic interests.
Postcolonialism as a form of knowledge came to counter another body of knowledge of
Eurocentric and orthodox scholars who defen
Moreover, the role played byoptcolonialiss is not only denouncing or buffering any
evolution from any side but to reduce that evolution to a historical truth, so that to make

everybody aware of the strategic impact of colonial and universalizing discourse.

In addition, according to many intellectuals and political activists from the North as

well as the South, international and global organizations which have emerged since WWII are
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the spedreads of neaolonialism because they privilege great powers in avaffairs. For

example, under international monetary system, former colemespite of great efforts from

some countas such as India and Culk@epon suffering economicrisis anddeficit, because

they do not share equapportunities and privilegeas other superpowers. For postcolonial
thinkers, since the end of the Second World War imperialism has been perpetuated by
economic exploitation and political domination in the subaltern woillde British
postcolonial theorist and historiarRobert Youngwr ot e t hat it can
paradoxically, the liberation struggles helped the new imperial system to break up the old
oneo (44). This shows that c ont amdthattnythei s t h
same way many countries fight to burydadamn thishegemonicsystem, other countries

struggle to keep it alive under other pseudonyms.

Therefore, postolonialism as a period does not mean {fogterialism. The latter is
present at a large scale of sophistication and abstraction. Furtheitn®e/en arguable that
Youngbs new imperialism is the most danger
control softly the institutions of states and the minds of people. Kwame Nkrumah, the

Ghanaian influential political figure and one of the fathéBanAfricanism, claimed that:

Neo-colonialism is also the worst form of imperialism. For those who practise it, it
means power without responsibility and for those who suffer from it, it means
exploitation without redress. In the days of-td@hionedcolonialism, the imperial
power had at least to explain and justify at home the actions it was taking abroad.
In the colony those who served the ruling imperial power could at least look to its
protection against any violent move by their opponents. Wéb-colonialism

neither is the case.

® This quotation is taken fromtext in whichK wa me Nkrumh in 1965 coined for th
c ol oni a ltexts milableTinithe following web site:
https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/reetonialism/introduction.htm.
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What is significant in this quotation 1is
in the neecolonized world. That is people and resources in tricontinental countries are
exploited and exhausted in as thoughtful way as possible to keep Westeposgosraway
from suspicious views of the outside world (precisely countries directly concerned with

Western exploitationandaway from apprehensive reactiongtodir own public opinion.

When the notion of colonialistmadinterfered the debates abt whenand wherahe
postcolonial began, the latter has bgeished back to the American Revolution and to the
decolonization of Latin America. It has been also argued that postcolonfeisineganvith
colonialism itself. Perhaps as far back as 1492 with tirefiean exploration of new lands in
the Atlantic Ocean and with the earliest practice of resistance (Ahmad, 14). Klor de Alva
argued that Aits aim is to challenge and r e
Thus, according to this trend of ws, the postcolonial which to a large extent represents a
form of resistance through methodological philosophy is as old as imperialism and resistance.
However, the mainstream of postcolonialist scholars such as John Tomlinson and Edward
Sai dé ar igaffieialy appeared as sparks of thoughts in the 1960s and as a reaction
against colonial discourse. However, the view of the mainstream scholars does not deny the

fact that the theory has all the time fetched data and materiale sfutiies it carr@on from

present, past arfdr pastfactsto containand denounceolonial discourse.

In a nut shell, the latter aimed at highlighting the superiority of the colonizing
Western civilization over the colonizesubcontinentcountries, whereas postcoloniatis
denounces and challenges shelgemonic and irrational discourse through a chirurgical study
of the entire intellectual heritage produced in the contextesfsorship analomination.
Colonial discourse is part of this intellectual heritage which cortetbummensely in the
colonial enterprise. Hence, the coming paragraphs analyze the existing intertextuality and

interdependency between postcolonialism and colonial discourse analysis.
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D. Postcolonial and Cobnial Discourses

There are three main figures wp@mneered the study of representation in colonial
discourse: Edward said, Frantz Fanon and Michel FoucAcaliually, no one can deny or
underestimate the contribution of other postcolonial thinkers such as Gayatri Chakravarty
Spivak, Aimé Césaire, HomilBabha as wel |l as Ngugi wa Thi oni
discourse and in underlining its failures in picturing the big South. Yet, choosing these three
figures would make the text consistent and relatively less ambiguous. Thus, this part consists
of their major ideas and works in this context. Colonial discourse analysis, pioneered by

professor Said from Colombia University, is influential in the postcolonial theory.

In his masterpiece®rientalismandCulture and ImperialismSaid tends to explain
a profound and complex web of ideas developed in Western téxtentalism has
remarkably revolutionized the study of the Middle East and the Third World in general
because it helped to create and shape entire new fields such as postcolonialism awowell as
influence disciplines such as English history, anthropology, social sciences and cultural
studies. Like postcolonial theory, it is one of the most controversial scholarly books of the last
decades sparking intense debates and disagreements betwede, @me hand, Western
Orthodox and conservative intellectuals who serve to legitimize imperial administration and,
on the other hand, revisionist and deconstructivist intellextuab prefer to stick to historical
objectivity. S a i tbedgsestioneok why wheni thee $Vestemersatiing of ¢he
Middle East (ME), they have a preconceived notion of: what kinds of people live there, what
do they believen and howdo they act? Thisnay be the caseven though they may have
never been in the ME, andeed never met anyone from there. More gener@lhigntalism
asks how do Westerners come to understand people and strangelsowtdifferent from
them by virtue of the colour of their skin and of their culture? Briefly, Said tried to answer the

quest on : how the Eastern world is represented

37



main field of investigabn. What is quite worthglarifying is that the use of Middle East in
these examples does not mean that other parts of the world are not included because Said
provides many illustrations from Africa, Asia and Latin America where misrepresentason

pl ayed an i mportant role in peopleds min

The answeto these questions clarifies how much cultural representegjonresents
capital element in hegemonic practice, and how much consistent are the representations
though numerous and different are the authors to whom they be&aid.describs
Orientalism as fia Western Style for dominat.i
Or i e Oremtalish 3). His position is that Orientalist scholarship was and remains
inextricably tied to the imperialist societies that produced it, which make&ch of the work
inherently political, servile to power, and therefore intellectually suspect. As a result, all
knowledge inherited in such conditions of control should be revisited, verified and

deconstructed. It is only in this way that a reliable andredible knowledge would be

constructed in the postcolonial age.

In his writings, Said is influenced by the work of the Martiniquan psychiatrist and
anticolonial intellectual and activist, Frantz Fanon, whB&&ck Skin, White Maska study
of the psybological complexities of the colonial relationship, became a seminal text in
postcolonial theory. A slight difference is that while Said depicts principally how discursive
stereotypic representation becomes a general truth over time, Fanon depictsatis iohp
that discourse on the psychology of the colonized people. He synthesizes the impacts in the
Ai nferiority complexodo that prevails in the |,

continues to harass African cultai@ the postcolonial pertbin the form mimicries.

Fanon explained evocatively this idea when analyzing the French policies of

assimilation in Algeria with a particular emphasis on the language, which for him symbolizes
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culture as a whole. He argues that the use of French langapeay¢,from local languages,
creates dependency complex which would push
i mplicit that to speak is to exist absolute
cultural techniques to enhance dependency ¢texnfm make imperial practice easier and
continuous. This is done, of course, throagiroduction of discourse which distinguishes the
Western from 6the otherd and in which O6the ¢
why Fanonrefusedto affl at e t osafynanavbneai i sthecutlrdlant r epr
intellectual segregation of the colonized. In shbe,lucidlydepicted a Manichean historical
worl d where Athe feeling of inferiorosy of
feeling of super i dsrof coyse prdmdted)throughfluid proddctor df i n g

discoursenhich fuekincisively segregation and oppression

Said analyzed several texts written by Western intellectuals from different periods
and places, with a part i deat afrDarleesgprid A\Vdlians on J
Butl er Y e avhes develpping ms arguments about Orientalism as a system of
Western knowledge that facilitated domination and put the West and the East in two separate
and distanced angles, he shows how much the representation is incessantly falsified. He
claims that Aithe Orient has hel pegd, ideap def i
personal ity aiEentalypmomal dscoarsedas créaled two virtual worlds
in which one opposes the other, and by contrast one describes the other. Besides that division
is not new at all because it was practiced by otheriqus\civilizations.Roman civilization
for instanceconsidered all other communities which did not share the same cultiseoas
as being barbarian and savages. This was the case of societies which refused to submit to the
European cultural imperialistill such as North Africans, Northern Germanic Tribes and
Native Americans. Though these societies had a sense ofmm®itical organization and

economic independence, they were represented in the way to create an image of them outside
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of history and toexpose them as the ultimate enemieghaf Western culture. Therefore,
somet hi migsions iciklieatric® has to take place to bri

reason.

What is fundamental for Said is that production of a certain kind of discourse is all
the time followed by an imperialigiroject In his analysis of the discourse produced by
American media during the 1970s on the Arabs, Said discovered a huge arsenal of images, all
of them giving impression that Islam is frightening, mysterious and timegtan addition to
fiseries of crude, essentialized caricatures of the Islamic world presented in such a way as to

make that world vulnerable to military aggre

The cental argument of Said is th&Yesterner@acqusition of this knowledge is not
innocent or objective but a result of a process that reflects a range of interests. Particularly,
the way the US looks at the countries and peoples of the Middle East is through a scrutiny that
distorts the actual reality dhose places and those peoples. He calls the knowledge that
comes out of this thinking Athe very fabri.
(AYeats and Decolonizationo 77). I n the sam
writer Robert Fik presented a lengthy spe&ch which he argues that media has failed to
fulfill its duty as watchdog because majority of Western journalists misreport events, with
exaggeration in the use of the word lfyiserror,
going to intensify and shape the American public opinion in what concerns Middle Eastern

issues.

® Robert Fiskis one of a few Western journalists to have intervie®sdma bin LaderThis speech is presented

at the First Congregational Churlie Mierdporthg arklel ey i n Sep
Catst rophe in the Middle East. o Fisk studied the words
Middle East. It is a good example to see briefly how media functions as a means to create wrong images in the

mind of naive \ewers. The speech is available ohttg://www.radioproject.org/2010/10/robdisk-the-terror
of-powerandthe-powerof-terrors
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Said drew on the apparently constant theories of Antonio Gramsci and Michel
Foucault.Gramsci was one of the most importafirxist thinkers of the 2 century. He is
an eminent figure in modern European philosophy. His masterpielteral Hegemonyfor
which he iswell known, analyzes culture and political leadership and describes how states use
cultural institutions to maintain power in capitalist societlds provides a dynamic model
through an analysisf thegemonic power (Europe andA$ and OsubalThirédr nd r ¢
World and lower classes). He wrote in one of his letters, in which he invites the oppressed
classes in Europe and el sewhere to partici gy
mi serabl e, ot hers curse obscenefllyad tribduto € onl
impose my willdo He mani f digefllam a madishre This is Why | hate those who
do not take sides; I hat e t THhooggboutwibiotellectued i ndi
investigations othe postWorld War | period, Grant concluded that every successful fight

against all forms of imperialism should rely on the intellectual faculties of the oppressed.

The difference that one can seize is that Gramsci, contrary to some scholars dealing
with cultural imperialism, did not victimize the oppressed, but he liked to see them active as it
was the case with decolonization. At the same time, he defended teanHimgstruction of
indigenous people the subcontinentsecause he thought that any claim for rights starts with
teaching and instruction. Once again, he reported in one of his letters a resolution adopted by
the Algerian Socialist workers in Constantinel912 and addressed to the French capitalists

to generalize teaching amotigeindigenous populatian

If you declare yourselves to be incapable of carrying out this work (educating the
indigenous population, giving it a consciousness and moral awajenbss

revealing you impotence, we have the right to ask you what your intentions in this
country are, and whether you have come simply to substitute French for Turkish

tax-collectors (112)
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Thi s guotation makes explicit ecoBesamsci C
overwhelmingly present in the postcolonial writings. If impestalWestern world controls
political and economic life of people, it is duethe control of cultural life of these people:
either through elaboration of educationpfograms destinetb keep them subservient and
dependent on the Western culture or through generalization of ignorance through a systematic
destruction ofthe existingteaching infrastructure. This hegemonic strategy is appropriated

mainly to colonial school and adminisiaat.

The French sociologist, Michel Foucault studied the mechanisms of using cultural
tools in the practice of power in Western societies. In his poststructuralist analysis, power is
directed to suppressing resistance. He considers culture as a megmessioa and violence
that operates through powerful discourses and the constructiangofen knowledgeto
represent the truth. He recognized that when people think of power, they correspondingly
have in mind the government because it has the meangtciscontrol through a number
of institutions which are administration, police and army. In fact, the latter are made to
transmit laws, make sure that they are implemented and obeyed, and then punish those who

do not obey.

For Foucault, power is by caast practiced much more through other institutions
other than those conceived by ordinary people whiith may seem to be from the outside
neutral and independent. He argued that schools with their elaborated cultural programs play a
great role in keepinglisparities betweesocial classes, and between the oppressor and the
oppressed. Accordingly, he explored how man came to be an object of knowledge, and he
argued that alperiodsin humanhistory have possessedmeunderlying conditions fotruth
that constituted whats acceptable as scientific discourse and what not. Foucault argues
that these conditions of discourse have changed over timecl&ims in his book

Power/knowledgehat:
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Each society has its r egfitgie tha is the typast h , its
of di scourse which it accepts and makes 1
understood as a system of ordered procedures for the regulation, distribution,

circulation [of discourse]é. Tr wfttheéi s not n
devel opment of [ economy] . Systems of power
the problem is not si mpl ywhcahtabnsgiinm tphreeiprl elde

but the political, institutional regime of the production of tr(31).

The production of @course is then the production of power since it describes and
represents and, at the same ti me, 0includes
discourse. Hence, Modern states with their impistiadministrations had the necessary tools
toreqgl ate and contr ol every area of peopl eds
political changes; that is, whenever there is a change of the ruling class, there should be a
change in the programs taught at teaching institutions to implement newrpsoiipat would
serve thenew ruling classthrough technical braiwashing and other means such as
glorification, i nclusion and exclusion. Pos
theory of discourse in analyzing the nature of colonial power andvélys in which the
representation of the ol oni zed 06 ot theesuperiorityaof teeocolahieefs. Imthes
same way, Ho mi Bhabha argues that Ato under
crucial to construct its regime of truth, not tobgct its representations to a normalizing
judgmento (67). |t i s deducible that under

incredibly in understanding how power is maintaiaed regenerated

In fact, thereis an infinite humber of examples to illustrate the idea of discoursal
legitimization in the colonial administration. They may be used as focal points to assess
legitimacy by studying the relationship between domination and discourse production. The

French edcational programs and school manuals, for instance, taught the Algerians of the
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early 20" ¢ that the French army came to chdse despotic Turkish rulers who illegally

impose taxes and threaten the indigenous people. As a result, they got a sclimhbead

legitimize their presence in Algeria. In addition, because the colonial administration
symbolized the liberator and the only authority, it set up a hierarchy which included colonizer
and excluded the indigenous zemship. dhishnetionoof her 6
6otherness, 6 that has been al ways present in
critique of Western structures of knowledge in both sides: the way in which colonial discourse

and colonial subject are constructed.

Implicitly, Orientalismstudies in detail history of a particular discourse construction
and teaching in Europe and North America in the context of Westernization and
Globalization. In Short, Said defines the concept as Western teaching, writing and research
focused on the Orient. Yet, the knowledge produced as a result of teaching, writing and
research intends chiefly to transform mankind from one standard to a double standard society
where one side is rationalhe other is irrational. In other words, it isbackgroundof
thoughts based on a Manichean reasoning and to a large extent on racial distinction made
between the Orient and the Occident. At this level and in one of his interviews, Said
expressed his astoni shment ipctudstohrepresentatieani st en
of the East or the Orient [created by West
theoretical materials, according to him, contributed in creating a kind oédmmage of the

orient which in most instances does ndiea the actual oriental society.

To conclude, postcolonial studies answer an important number of questions about
different forms of power. Besides, all the questions presented since the beginning of the
chapter provide an overview about the theory. Tai@yplify the theoretical constituents of
postcolonialism which make the | atterds f eas:s

the characteristics, three important elements are highlighted: divided (hybrid) identity,
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cultural difference and questrfthe past. These chosen characteristics (there may be others)
are in complete opposition with the mainstream of American thinking which aims at
universalizing the American values and culture in general as the standards of human
civilization. Another chareteristic which is implicitly included is that of deconstruction. One
gesture of the latter isot to naturalize what is not natural, andt to assume that what is
conditioned by institutions or society is natural (scientific truth). In other words, Kulgwe!

which comes to existence with th@ejudice that the other should not participate in making
and enrichinghis world (as it is the case with Eurocentric ideologid@ndencies)s not
reliable because it is not objective and it contains hegemonidionienThus, it should be

revisited and deconstructed.

In a scientific research, concepts are descriptive elements because they limit the field
of investigation and classify the ideas within the text. Culture then is defined as an important
concept in posblonialism for it is widely used by scholars to determine the life style of a
society and it is commonly seen as a means of indirect (informal) control of a society over
anotheras it is the case with the USver other cultures arountthe world. In addition,
imperialism is studied through time with different appellations: colonialism, neocolonialism
and cultural imperialism. This explains continuity in the hegemoractjze in contemporary

world yet takinga soft andabstract form. Atthe end,the analysis of discourse from a

postcolonial perspective shows how muchaeticulousr e pr esent ati on of

the process of control smooth and legitimate.
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Chapter Two: Historical Insight into American Cultural Imperialism

If, then, the American people shall remain an undivided nation, the
ripening civilization of the West, after a separation growing wider and
wider for four thousand years, will in itércuit of the world, meet again,
and mingle with the declining civilization of the East on our own free
soil, and a new and more perfect civilization will arise to bless the earth,
under the sway of our own cherished and beneficent democratic

institutions(Senator William H. Seward 1850).

Introduction

This chapter aims at showing that American cultural imperialism is not a new
phenomenon. On the contrary, it is as old as the birth of the thirteen British colonies which
established one united state aftiee War of Independence and theedty of Paris of 133.
Through a careful insight intaistory, it is clear that for more than three hundred years
Americans have participated in the construction of an empirasissekingoday to extend
its influence hrough a refined propagation of its emerging culture. Notwithstanding the
carelessness that is felt among different scholars dealing with early American history, this
cultural aspect has been a major theme in many written and spoken texts produced in the

successive historical stages of the United States.
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Already, inthe early years othe American independence, the hegemony of English,
with all its ideological implications, over other languages was evoked dthére white
settlers or their rival mainly the Native Americans. Later, in the reconstruction and
progressive era, there was a rise of unease in a number of southern countries of the new
continent towards the spread of American culture. This latter is regarded as a source of
inspiration for many rasons, at the same time; it triggered a kind of heresy among some
people who consider it as filling the gapthe old Spanish and Portuguese colonialism. Since
the end of the Second World War, there has been a continuing debate over this question of the
wide spread of the American culture, either as ardent opponents for some debaters or as
fervent supporters for others. With a deliberate objectivity, this chapter surfs through these

different periods to show continuity in the American cultural policy.

A. The Birth of a Nation (Continental Era)

When dealing with American history, scholars usually tend to distinguish two
important periods. The first is the stage when the United States was considered athpart of
British Empire and it staggers over the years between the settlement of Jamestown in 1607
and The Declaration of Independence in 1776. The second is that of thedepstndence
era. In addition, every aspect of the first period is studied for a better understahthieg o
chronological order of the events such as the settlement of the colonies, the reasons of the
settlement, the arrival of the first Africans, the development of slavery, the threat of Native
Americans. Obviously, through a political study of this pgrino one can deny the British
belonging of the thirteen colonies. Yet, when a close attention is given to this stage of the
American history, we discover that it was during the early colonial period that the settlers had
started developing a distinct aule which was growing through time different from that of
the motherland Europe. Hence, it is necessary to point out some elements that contributed to

the configuration of a new culture in the New World.
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1. A Search for a National Character

As early asthe establishment othe borderless villages in Virginia, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Maryland and Connecticut, a progressive social order was put on to answer
and serve the needs of people. Besidethasiumber of the first settlers was growing in the
new continent, another culture was symmetrically sprouting, and another identity was
escalating. For circumstantial reasons, there had been a cohdghdt in the way people
seelife in the growing villages, not far from the unprecedented wilderness.|lePagpe
leaving Europe bearing in mind fresh expectations which unlikely pushed them to behave
differently and to adopt day by day attitudes. The great mass of Americans was developing a
new character and growing quite different from the European typeusecaf three
fundamental factors: the nature of emigration, the nature of the lands and the literary
atmosphere. Since the beginning of the settlement, these elembitis are studied one by
one inthe comingtepsspr ovi ded t he foumamtMiomd o od &S htehdy

also the matrix and the origin of the American life style.

Without doubt, the United States is a country of immigrapanexcellenceToday,
all Americans-with the exception of Indiarsare of European, African or Asian ang.
However, the most influential group is that of the European origins because this group is the
discoverer of the lands, and it is the first group to pour its boats full of cargoes and emigrants
on the Western coasts of the Pacific Ocean leaving behiwtlole world of kingdoms and
civilization. Spanish people were ahead in occupying the Southern part of the new world, but
their control was rather economithe Spaniards, as thegre called were made exclusively
of explorers, merchants and opportunist sailors who went to America to make their fortune
around mines of gold and with Indian craftsmen. At the beginning, their journeys were based
on comings and goings, but through time they turmdto be farmers, merchants, craftsmen

or officials of local institutions.

51



Slowly but surely, Frenchmen had in their turn foundeche colonies in the New
World andhad practicednultiple of businesses witthe natives, particularly fur tradeith
the nathern tribes of the great plairBheir first permanent settlement was Quebec which was
i naugurated by Samuel Champl ai n, nthe father
explorers pushed further into Northern America, New France grew larger esypkpous. In
the late 1% century, two other large regions came to be French mission stations for priests
and missionaries: Montreal and Louisiana. Representing almoshbadize of the US othe
eve of the 19 ¢, Louisiana starsifor a catapult of # French lifestyle in the US. Besides,
there had been a significant massh# French emigrants moving to different corners of the

colonies bearing with them the French way and culture.

After a great sea battle that took place between the Spanish Great# and the
British navy in 1588 and which ended with the defeat of Spain, England joined the endless
adventure of building an empire in the same way its neighboring countries did a century
earlier. Thus, under the encouragement of Queen Elizabeth Iswtweededn solving
almost all internal problems (particularly religious conflicts between the Protestants and the
Catholics) that kept the United Kingdom weak for a long period, Englishmen turned their
sight towards the New World. As a result, the iBhitage of exploration began, and British
explorers, such as Walter Raleigh, John Cabot and john Smith, sailed #reiNatth-East
of the new continent. In 1606, as a step towards planting a colony, England formed the
Virginia Company of London whose méers were for the most part wealthy and wellborn
commercials and adventurers who were eager to find a way for investment. A year later, the
company founded Jamestown, the first British permanent settlement that grew to make the
colony of Virginia. In fact,the latter was just the spark which would lead to a whole fire,
since in less than a century twelve other colonies were founded in different circumstances and

for various reasons.
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Consequently, flocks of British people immigrated to New England coloh@s.
men set sail in the first journey to Jamestown. 13 years later, 102 men, women and children
along with William Bradford and Captain Christopher Jones set their pilgrimage to found
Plymouth plantation in Massachusetts. Since then, the census of 1799 tiad in New
England alone, there were around 900000 people. One main reason of this increase in

population is immigration from Europe.

In addition tothe Spanish, French and British settlers, other European communities
of great imprtance went to findheir way o the other side of the ocean. Hence, people of
German, Dutch, Irish and latesf Italian origins filled the boats reserved for backing
settlement. Some of them went under the program of indentured servitude in which people
could cross the Paaifin exchange of some unpaid years of work. What is significant in this
story of immigration is not the movement of different social groups of different nationalities
or the means they ug¢o reach the New World but the way in which this immigration took
place and expanded once inside the colonies, and how these different social groups coexisted
knowing that they came from diverse cultural backgrounds. In describing this meketirey
various social groups in tHaritish colonies, William Carlos Williamstated @A St r anger s
wel come, because there i s robtlemculeuraldoelandingst or t |
(155). In fact, despitehen multiple divergence and conflicts they had in Europe, these
communities had established good relations and mutual considerations once in the colonies.
They deliberately abandoned all inherited clashes in order to welcome each other in the

unknown world.

At this level, it isworthy clarifying that even though the colonies affirmed their
belonging to the authority of a given countnyost of them to British authoritythey did not
forbid other European strangers to integrate their communities. This pushed American

historiars auch asAllan Nevinsand Henry S. Cammagero ar gue t hat @ANeith
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nor the French Huguenots set up a separate colony, as they might have done; they mingled
with the firgshegywBmitt ifshtdement o; @f f i Gemmanh at it
French, and other continental stocks was sig
several European cultures gave birth toeav culturewhich is neither British nor Spanish,

neither French nor German, neither Irish nor Dutch, butraalgam of all these cultures.

Although the foundation of the American life style is made of the British one, the influence of

other European styles is so significant to the extent that today it is impossible to distinguish

one from the other. It is thengarable thatven during the colonial periothe United States

was a heterogeneous societysomething of a melting pot. This aspect of divergibych has

resulted fromemigration is one main factor which shapes the American culture.

Moreover and in thesame context, it is important to point out the quality of
emigrants who usually went to set a new life in the New World. At the beginning, most of
them were nonconformists who opposed the prevailing European culture of'tbe@i8 who
broke with the esablished feudaand mercantilisbrder. Meanwhile, they were eager to find
another atmosphere in which they could practice their idegas pursuit their liberty
Puritanism is a good example to illustrate religious-oonformism. Nowadays, historians
commonly disagree over the essence of t he F
pol itical i mplications in it agai nst t he Ar
organized Puritan parThi sassgsaoephoestarBivaged ar & X
to purify the Anglican Churchwhich they considered as being corruptedm some archaic
and Catholic practices. After being persecuted, the separatists decided to leave England, so
they fled to Holland where they received a patent from ltbndon Virginia Company to

charter two boats of whicbnly the Mayflower succeeded itpasing in Cap God. This

" Professor Stuart Sim from university of Northumbria at Newcastle wrote an interesting introduction to John
Buny dheBisl gr i mb.dnthe mtooductiers he gives a rich historical background about Puritanism in
the British literature of the 7c and a vigorous description of the Puritan movement.
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pilgrimage from Europe to America, as it is all the time referred to the journey of Puritans, is
we l | pictured i n OfiPyrhouth PlantBtioravidch @presents thebcbief k

historical document telling about the beginning of the settlement of Massachusetts.

Till today, Puritans are of considerable impact on the American way of living. They
established a new structure of ruling thigrritory in the absence of the King. Hence, they
signed an agreement known as the Mayflower Com{d@0)in which they determined the
relationship between the governor and the governed. In this context, Jean Pierre Martin and
Dani el Royectn weet ¢ nfii Wh €0 thecants pf aondtitétional tradifiod
based on government of the people by the peo
with the consent of the people is taken over again 156 years later in the Declaration of
Independence which represents the foundation of the American culture of democracy. To put
it briefly, it was the Puritan nonconformist attitude which created troubles for the Separatists
in Europe, and it was the same attitude which encouraged them to bethependently and
sign decisive political documents in the New World. In fact,-oonformism has gah a way

or another everlastingnpact on the American philosophy.

In the same way, the émigrés who fled France in the years following the French
Revolutionof 1789, found in the egolonies an ideal exile. Most of them were prisoners; they
refused to obey the newly established order in their country. Thousands of emigrants who
went to the U.S. in the late 8 were in this category of the nonconformiststhaut doubt,
they had sought for an adequate environment for their ideological partisanship, and they were
most of the time lawyers, editors, preachers...etc. Once in the USA, they spontaneously
develop an individualistic culture. Intellectually, it waghnclass immigration because people
were escapinghe old continent to defend some newly baieas political principlesand
ideals. In the colonies, the flocks of émigrés became a number of individuals bearing with

them internal convictions and persopairspectives which imposed on individuals to act and
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respond individually. Yet, through time, this personal experience would be shared with the
other settlers. As a consequence, the pace otanformism paved the way to the culture of

individualism in he first independent states.

In fact, the nature of immigration, that over the time became a mingled blood in the
towns and the countryside, imposed two major characteristics on the American society: that of
individualism and democracy. Briefly, individusin, or as in the words of Ralf Waldo
Emer soRefi $@alnfce, 6 was because i mmigrants came
they did not know each other since the beginning. As a result, they had to deal with their own
affairs independently and indduially. This aspect has a lotagting impact on the American
culture and particularly economy, because it encourages hard working and it transcends both
individual liberties and the necessity of each person to follow his own instinct instead of
social cos i stency. I n f#Animlists considtency visothieabgoblinof little
minds, adored by little stategm and philosophers and divigeSelf-Reliance 23).Thus,
nontconformism was the first factor behind individualidbemocracy instead was because as
early as the first immigrants, there was a need for a political structure able to listen to
different voices of the society and to keep them unite in ordéac the difficulties in the
New World. In a nutshell, neconformism among different waves of emigrants has a say in

the birth of a new culture in the U.S.

Land and expansion is another factor that shaped the American culture. The New
World is an immenseontinent of unknown lands inhabited by unknown people. There were
plenty of fertile prairies, enough to receive as much as possible of settlers and emigrants.
Contrary to the European lands which were exhausted and propértimsMiddle Ages and
the Renaissance periodobility, in the US everybody of European origins had the right to

possess lands. No matter how poor he was, the average settler had a sense of opportunity that
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he had not i n Europe. I n a sensiWaltWhdamapoem e
transcends the importance of land in the mind of Americans. He wrote:
Come, | will make the continent indissoluble,
I will make the most splendid race the sun ever shone upon,
I will make divine magnetic lands,
With the love of comrades,
With the life-long love of comrades.
I will plant companionship thick as trees along all
the rivers of America, and along the shores
of the great lakes, and all over the prairies,
Il will make inseparable cities with their

By thelove of comrades,

By the manly love of comradés.

Though this poem was devoted to celebrate democracy as the idealofo
government, Whitman evokesside the close relationship between land and democracy and
their role in making the American citizenship fact, there were wide areas of fertile lands
and abundant wealth, so that there was no need for struggle or conflicts in and between the
states. Unequi vocally, t hi s f achelongingecathee d a m
same land and thehae of onenational pridewhich grew to forge remarkably the American
identity and to cement gradually the internal social tieshis context, the French settler and
farmer St. John Crevecoeur put it, Athe ricl
that emigrate. o He carried on; HAEverything t
living, a new social system her e t hey aln teis wag and coetinuously; the

American character was growing nationalistried different from the motherland Europe

8walt Whitman6s poem was writnten in the 18606s, and i
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/182086is taken fromLeaves of Gras&l892)

° Hector St. John d€revecoaur is a French gentlemen who went to the American colonies about 1759 and
settled there as an AAmer i can F aettersdrom ah ArhtecannFarmére s er i e
(1782) in which he describdige in North America of his period. Thispas age i s taken from Let:t
an American?o
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From the beginning till the second half of thé"x9 the founding fathers contented
with Eastern costs. But since then, because of the overcrowded cities resulted in emigration
and birth rate increase, they moved westward looking for more opportunities and for sure
lands. As a consequence, the newly boation entered an important phase in its history
which affected to a large extent the American mind. The Westward expansion and the moving
frontier created among peoples a feeling of confidence and encouragement reflected in the
motto of t henmdAmePreiocpdne hroew coul d see the gr
country. Some historians considine Westward Kpansion as the mould of the American
culture because it was the highest stage in the making of the American country and its social
developmentin his thesisThe Significance of the Frontier in American HistoBrofessor
Frederick Jackson Turner provided evidences on the impact of land on the American social

development. He argued:

American social development has been continually beginning ay&n on the
frontier. This perennial rebirth, this fluidity of American life, this expansion
westward with its new opportunities, its continuous touch with the simplicity of

primitive society, furnish the forces dominating American chard2jer

Turnerwent even further to endorse that in every step behind the line of a frontier,
there was a process of evolution and fAa ma
became a kind of a crucible where immigrants were Americanized through a permanent
exdhange of individual and collective experiences, the encounter of friendly or hostile Indian
tribes and the discovery of new territories. As a result of that change, sometimes radical, in
the environment caused by the eternal movement, the settlers hagdlzand replaced their
architecture as well as agriculture with other ones they found adequate to the new lands.

Indeed, the way west and the land acquisition has been all the time a decisive element in the
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American psyche and its connections with the meteworld in front of a frontier which has

not fixed limits.

Scholars such as Robert Mckeever in his bBoktics: USAand Lloyd C. Gardner
in Imperial Americaremarked that Westward Expansion conditioned the process of policy
making till late 19 ¢, as it provoked a hegemonic tradition in the American administration.
To illustrate, Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was to organize the American expansion and
authority over lands and peoples behind the Mississippi River. Gardner synthesizes that
excessivly the American policy makers were blind in their expansionist attitude and they
were day by day committed to move forwards. All in all, American thinking is tightly related
to the history of AThe way west; 0 ,0Daniei n t he
Boone: fAthe history of the western country h
the great West that more than half of the Americans were brought up in an environment in
which Old World traditions and principles were absent, and haghto stand on their own

feet as individuals.

Another element interfered in the process of this change and affected the American
cul ture: the adoption of Nativesd technique
Early Europeansettlers learned fra various native tribes how to effectively farm the land,
especially when cultivating crops unfamiliar
and fertilize corn, grow tobacco, cook succotash, make canoes and snowshoes, stalk game, tan
deerskinsgpr ow expert in wood crafto(Nevins, 26).
Native American tribes Today, it is one of the most important crops cultivated in and
exported by the United States. Obviously, the change in the diet would have impacts on
peopl ebdbs cust oms. From Native Americans, t h
some plants to make their dwellings, for the climate is completely different from that of

Europe, and the tools used in the European building techniques were ofteitableua the
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colonies. For this reason, many scholars argue that the interference of Indian ways in the
American character is not to underestimate because it is present in many aspects of life in the

U.S., and it eventually shapes the American character.

The search for national identity can be seen also in literature which was
symmetrically growing independenbin the European one. Untite American Revolution,
American literary movements we indebted tothe British literature, and there was an
imitation in both the styleand the thene It began with works of adventurers, explorers and
col oni st s, yet the works were for theabenef
great deal of such literature intended to advertize the greatness of theéMgdd to
encourage immigration from Europe. The walbwn journals of John Winthrophe History
of New Englanda nd Wi | | i a nOf Bymauthf Rlantationare two outstanding
examples of <colonial | iterat ur e enafhsonagph mos
documents telling aboutaily life in the colonies, some of them reached the level of literary

works.

However, because of the elements mentioned previously other than the growth of
disillusionment in the American society after the war 814, the American literature began
to achieve a native culture and saw a humber of eminent literary figures who influenced even
European writers. it is now full ti me, 0 no
national character, and opinions of oorwn 6 ( Ko h n, 307) . To 111 u:
contrary to European romanticists of early™16, James Fenimore Cooper cultivated
American themes in American scenes. Instead of arts for the sake of arts, he preferred to deal
with the issues of his timeith more objectivity and realism. Highe Last of the Mohicans
a realistic novel which deals with a national issBgmmetrically Ral ph Wal do E me¢
transcendentali sm and Henry David Thoreauds

thinkers seh as Leo Tolstoy and Mahatma Gandhi, and they were considefe@ | i t er ar
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and philosophical decl aration of Il ndepender
American thinkers and others became thachers and the popularizers of the emerging

American culture and its ambassadors in the foreign countries.

To conclude, by the years of American Revolution, a distinct American society with
its own social, political, economic and mainly cultural qualitiestsemendouslemerging
Till that moment.few of the settlers had a real awareness of the fact because this happened
spontaneously for most of the time amdnga period stretching over two centuries. It was
that new culture that has been step by step propagated throughout the world stantithge fro
Westward Expansion. Without doubt, the latter pushed further the American borders to the
Pacific Ocean, meanwhile; cultural expansion imposed on the included borders a unified

social, economic and political organization which disrupted themldr

2. A Way West and Cultural Contact with the Natives

If it is argued in the preceding paragraphs that the period of westward expansion was
of great importance in the making of American culture, it was also the period in which that
emerging culture was impagen different waysandfor different reasons othe indigenous
peoplein the New World Actually, Cultural imperialism within the boundaries of winat
called today the United Statetated with the Westward pansion, when the whites of the
thirteenstaes wanted to apire more lands to enlarge fields agriculture and prairies for
hunting Yet, the whites faced a strong opposition and resistancetir®@mdigenous people
who had been living ther@ccording to some theorie®r more than 15009ears. The main
reasonof the clash between the white settlarsl thenativeswas the landBesidesgultural
influence wagyenerously implemented by the whitesa means to reach that aim. From the
side of Indians, land did nog¢ssentially stand for tireown geographical periphergr

property but it mainly stands for theultural and the ethicasignificanceembodied in that
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periphery. Thisview of land was completely different fronthes et t | er s6 one.
instance the white Americans were movingowards capitalism and exhausting natural
resources, Native Americans were attempting to maimtaraditional way of life much more

in harmony with the nature and the environménfact, they did not share the same attitudes
towards the utility of landThis opposition in cultural views fueled regularly the hostilities
between both sides and triggered several deadly wars all alosgdhte tjdumey &rdn the

East to the West.

In this context, it is important to notice that the undisciplined tempearaofethe
Americans had tragic consequenedgendealing with the Indian tribe$Vith the nonrespect
of the mutual treatieshé adventurers westwartad constantly invadedhe Indianterritories
and destroyed the vital resaes on which the tribedepended in felng, housing and
clothing their families The unfinished release of archival documents about the natives
demonstrate that,uding the course of the nineteenth centuhg whiteshad deprived and
seized lot of Indian land by expropriation and massiveforced removal westwards.
Accordingly, many Americansvere ready to slaughter ahe redskins in their sight till the
last one. When the Indians tried to defend themselves wars were ensued. One of the bloodiest
wars was with the Creeks in the@dh in whichentire powerlesgamilies were killed under

the leadership of Andrew Jacksore geventh president of the US.

Despite the fact of how much closer they were, Indian tribe and American village
were two different worlds, sometimes to an un@wable extent. They did not speak the
same language and worship the same God; they did not wear the same clothes and eat the
same food; they did not tell the same stories and play the same games; they did not share the
same past, and they did not even eefuture in the same way. The frontiersmen called the
natives fisavages and bar bar i amen;ladchunglyande t he

bloodthirsty. The practical meaning of cultural contact is so well known that it needs no
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explanation. Cutr al | vy, these two worlds were |ike
together. o I n hi s ehetSeatte, the ®wamishaleader, Sid afterean s
lengthy argumentationi How t hen c¢can Weearelve distinco tadese with ?
separate origins and separate destines. Thei
Nowadays, many historians and activists from both natives anehatores regard the

historical gap of expansion as genocidal eithem a humanitarian or from a cultural angle.

Besides, Indian resistance was strong but most of the time unsuccessful. To this degree, after
more than two centuries of cultural contact, Indians look at the settlers with suspicion and

distrust.

Forthelndians, The sorrow was for welcoming the first Europeans. It was the source
of cultural uprooting, landbsing and all the nightmares of genocides that came after. One of

plains Chieftains expressed this feeling as such:

We were happy when he first canwWe first thought he came from the light; but he
comes like the dusk of the evening now, not like the dawn of the morning. He

comes like a day that has passed, and night enters our future with him (Brogan, 51)

Unequivocally, it was not the case of dle Indian tribes, but some of them
developed friendly attitudes towards the settlers and expected mutual cultural esteem,
something that was not obvious in the circumstances ofifffec United States. Such
dissimilar entities, as it may be taken, could Ivelve afforded to cexist under the same
sky. Yet, they were unfortunately different enough, and the American administration refused

to admit the presence of the Reds in the same kidddy side with the settlers

9 |saac Stevens (1818862) was the first governor of Washington Territory, a Brigadier General in the Union
Army and a United States Congressman. He fought several wars against Indians, and leyefrpcepriated
several tribes fitheir lands and sent them statereservatios.
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Cultural hegemony durinthe Westwardexpansion is unswervingly related to land
control which was the foundation tife American economy of the £&. For the whites, the
strategy was clear so as to conttw lands. To avoid any confrontation with the natives who
were supposed to own the country, the settlers proceeded to spread and teach their culture
among different Indian communities. Knowing thathe Indians got their own cultural
perception of land and that ghevould not accept any foreigner to treat it differently,
Presidents of the confederation and governors of the states required to alter and modify that
perception so that they would have access to the resources of thoseTlaadsypothetic
strategy waghe priority of the epoch, and was the beginning of a practice that over time
proved to be effective i n theoonrol ofdheit culturg. ltpe o pl
aimed firstofdl at cr eat i n gogéteadofatl kindshotlirecoctashestarydal
resistances, and then make profits. This cultural practice is deeply ingrained in the American
political thinking, and it is overwhelmingly rooted in past and contemporary American

foreign policy.

In 1831 the Chief Justice of the Sume Court,John Marshallhad attempted to
define the status dhe Native Americans among other minorities. He declaredttenhdian
tribes were fidomestic dependent nations [ whoc
of a ward to his guardiadt In fact, Marshall was recognizing thttie Indians of North
America were unique in status, unlike all other minorities who were symmetrically looking
for some civil rights; they are both separate nations within reservations and part of the United
States.This helps to explain why relations between the federal government and the Native
Americans have been so troubled. A guardian prepares his ward for adult independence, and

so Marshall s judgment, contrary t dieskRhatesi den

" The quotation is taken from the Court opinion about the bill of Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831) that is
brought by the Cherokee Nation and delivered by Chief JusticeMatsiall. The Court opinion is entirely
available on: https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/cherokee.htm

64



the U.S. policy should work to assimilate Native Americans to the mainstream of the
American culture. In fact, a global reading of the American history of the panda distant
contemplation of its historical documents demonstrdtat culturd assassination and
assimilation was the dominant strategy to contain the tribes and to awgidirect

confrontationwith them

In some cases, assimilation was not evoked at all because the Indian tribes refused
even to negotiate such a deadly fate. This consideration was empirically a result of long years
of separation between the two cultures. To highlight this view, Profesgoorafmunication
Studi es, Archana J. Bhatt wrote: Aln the tr.
Americansé are rewarded for their sense of
organization ofthe Indian tribes indicates that most dfet Native Americans feel that the
preservation of their culture is the utmost importance and shouichib@mittedtirelesslyto
their children from generation to generation. This cultural preservation can be best achieved
by marrying only within the India community. In this context, the Reds were too much
reserved in term of interracial marriages, for they recognized how much this kind of marriages
with the Whites might bridge 6modernityd to

be harmful to thkir social organization.

In some other cases, the strategy of cultural assimilation succeeded in bringing some
tribes to adopt the new American culture. The assimilated tribes were frequently called
6civilized tribes6 as iiholemaandsChactaves the 8atbeasvi t h C

of the US Yet, even these tribes expressed a great demistfust andeservation against ¢h

so cal |l ed 0 cHorvthelwhitesetde caentadt was obeiouély oriented to annihilate
gradually the traditonat oncepti on of |l ife and to I mpl ant
civilization. 6 Unlikely, there was a remar K:

between the two cultures. One was more experienced and sophisticated, and the other was
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traditional. In such meeting of two opposing cultures, of which one was determined to
assimilate the other, the nascent one would certainly and basically be victorious. Frederick

Turner explains thisstate and wrote

In recent yearshowever, it has become even ciwato us that in the coming

together of a literate, nontraditional, technologically oriented culture with a
nonliterate, traditional culture, the former will achieve cultural dominance and
whether by design or attrition impose its system on the laitertl{f American

Indian Reader259)

As it went along with the political trickinesgymerican cultural imperialism in the
Indian world occurred anultiple levels of the societyAt the religious level, Americans saw
the Natives as pagans, regardless to tmmionsistent and flexible ways of worshiping the
Great Spirit. Hence, their Christian faith obliged them to Christianize the continent and damn
those who refuse to accept it. It is also important to notice that religion was the first aspect
attained duringand before the Westwardkgansion. Since the beginning, missionaries were
trying incessantly to convince the Natives
faith. This religious beginning raises two humble hypotheses: it may be because of the nature
of the first settlene n t and the wild/ of P ua hilld vharsthet o e st
communion should reect the covenant witlbod, as it may be also because of the role of

religion in regenerating submissive subjezasy to control instead of responsible citizens

According to the historical events of the colonial period, one can argue that the first
hypothesis was right and credible during the settlement of the Northern stattée &lelv
France. Wi shing for more rel i gi ofutle artices egr it
contained in [the godly covenant] o (Winthroj
the native pagans to the Puritan Christian faith. Yle¢ more the Americans went in

commercial affairs over timehe morethey developed a pragnm@iattitude to control lands

66



and resources. Thus, divinity might be used pragmatically to enhance Indian submission. In a
nut shell, religion played a doublaceted role in bringinghe tribes to Christianity anah
creating rivalries between the Christized andthe nonChristianized Indianspn the one

hand and in stimulating obedient believers who would not slow down the process of land

acquisitionon the other

ASome of your good chiefs, 0 said Sharit al
caled [ mi ssi onari es], have proposed to send s
peopled (Seel ye, 206) . I n the context of thi
and then came other steps that waaoinlthd hearto mpl et
of the wilderness. The coming steps were commonly colored with the bloibeé @ndless
wars,sometimes against defenseless andgkihtribes. In few wordgeonard |. Sweet sums
up the historical cont act lrlash wfeceltores tthateis wh i t
il luminated by the history of Christian mi ¢
religious aspect represented the {3emhe of Anerican imperialism during the Westward
Expansion because it was the catalyst of imperidl avitl soft power in the early American

administration.

The first wave of missionaries took place wikie earlyexploratiors as watch posts
and outposts to know more about the native ways and technical life in the villages. The
second wave established ctlves and schools to teach the baptized IndthesEnglish
language anthe American ways. The real interaction between the two communities occurred
at this point because the inquisitiontbe English languagdy the means of Churches and
schoolspermitted the natives to understand and communicate with the settlers and vise versa.
In return, communication promoted commercial exchange which, in many cases, eradicated
the traditional practicesand the new oned~or instance, the promotion of alcoicotlrinks

which were unknown amonthe native communities made of the Indians grew manel
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moredependent othes et t | er s6 goods. When recogni zing

society, Chief Red Cloud of the mSoneshnng ai d:

thingse, weapons more eff ect i-water thathmakes ooai r
forget old ageswe a k ne s s es New dorksTmme®). &av the ratives,his cultural
impact brought out by cultural products was the first thmfetar because it came to change
the inherited wisdom which was supposedly ready to be transmitted to the growing Indian

generations.

In short, the cultural contact between the Natives and the settlers show the
hegemonic intentions of the states in thelations withthe foreigners. Besides, there was an
intentional reliance othe culture as a powerful American tool in the practice of imperialism
and in the expansionist policy of the™e. To a large extent, the Indian culture symbolized
the greatestlustacle in front of the American western destination. Thus, its conversion would
allow many things to happen easily and quickly. Accordingly, the soalitical scene of the
period implicates a great deal oflttwal confrontation which resulteth the epsion of
millions of Indians in the final years of the westward movement. It highlights a symmetrical
advance of territorial expansion side digle with cultural assimilation which ended in another

broader phase of continental Americanization.
B. Cultural Americanization (Regional Era)

This phase of American history had known all good and adequate conditions to go on
in cultural expansion. Interior security, providedthg westward movement that opened the
way to the Pacific Oceatheinquisition of Alaska in 1867 that pushed away Russia from the
continent and the end difie Civil War (1865)that cost too many lives and materials, united
the American people and mainly the American administration around one goal: political

stability. Few years later the latter ppvoked great ambitions in the U® control the
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surrounding hemisphere of the American subcontinent. As a result, the growing country
emerged Aby all tests of pragmati smé [and] n
aquest for economic growth, American sight turned now abroad to Latin America following,

as it was the case with the Native AmericantheiNorth, the cultural strategy.

In this context and to avoid any interferericem the European countries and Russia
that would challenge the American authority
ambiguous parameter for the United States to put forward the idea-@inRamcanism which
would assert, instead of a EuropeanAmerican authority in the regiom this way, Uncle
Sam engaged in a trial of strength with the other powers, and accordingly Neonessr o e 6 s
administration considerethati any att empt [ from non Americar
system to any portion of theemisphere adangerous to fiterna] peace and safety® This
authoritative warning alarmed chiefly England, France, Russia and Spain about the American
intention to overthrow all foreign competitors in the hemisphere and to keep its boundaries

secured.

In fact, the intetion of theUS to push its frontiers culturally up to Canada and down
to Latin America was not new at all. It goes back to the periatiefMestward Epansion
andthe early years of independence. For instance, in a letter to James Monroe, at that time
Governor of Viginia, President Thomas Jefferson demonstrated the American wishes to

expand and spread the nascent culture beyond its frontiers. He stated:

When our rapid multiplication will expand itself beyond those limits, [and] cover
the whole northern continent, ribbt the southern continent, with a people speaking
the same language, governed in similar forms, [and] by similar laws; nor can we

contemplate with satisfaction either blot or mixture on that surface.

2 These words are taken directly from the addredheMonroe Doctring1823) which aims at keeping the
great powers of the period far from the continent and permitting the USA to establish a new cultural balance in
the hemisphere. The copy used is taken fitattp://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=23
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What i1 s important i n empHadizengfssoohall sultureeas t e r
the premise of the American d6éempire of liber
one | anguage with al/l the ideol ogi cal I mpl i
statement comes to be very closelyderstood that a strong republican country requires
territorial enlargement and establishment of variadohel dynamicideological boundaries.

Such ideas, though frequently not openly manifested, were overwhelmingly present in the
mind of many American offidals of the second half of the 1% . Besi des, Jef
conception of empire shaped the coming stagebeAmerican foreign policy which gave

birth tothed Ma ni f e st Destinyd which i ntheAmericanb e c a me

cultural expansiom Latin America.
1. Cul tur al “Mani fest Destiny’

By the end of the 19c, there was among Americans an immense consensus around
the ideological i ntentions of the Omanifest
world. The Concept, coined by John O'Sullivan in hisUnited States Magazine and
Democratic Revievof 1845, did not represent, as it is taken by some scholars, just some
prevailing economic and political intentions to control regional markett it relied mainly
on the &uperiority of the American culture as expressed in the official literature of the
period. In other words, at the heart of manifest destiny subsisted a pervasive belief in
American cultural and racial superiority. As in the words of Barbara Bush, every step in
buildng the <city wupon a hil/l was fpreSaxoeed on
cultureo (200), in the same way the thEur opese
GreceRoman and Christian culture. In fact, in additionthe cultural abuses thairevailed
during the contact withthe Native Americans, history oAfrican-Americansenslavement
proved how much the American thinking was also shaped by racial sahodesocial
inequalities
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Civilization and order was pitted against barbarism and disdhde threatened the
civilized world. Under this scrutinythe Americas were divided into two parts: the civilized
and powerful North; the uncivilized and weak South. From acptistial angle, this notion of
a superior civilization over anothenferior civilization provided a common justification and
pretextupon whichto build empires. In the case of the United States, this was clearly stated

by the Senator William H. Seward:

The American people shall remain an undivided nation, the ripening civilizatio

the West, after a separation growing wider and wider for four thousand years, will
in its circuit of the world, meet again, and mingle with the declining civilization of
the East on our own free soil, and a new and more perfect civilization willorise

bless the earth (Krebs, 36).

The expressions of fAwider and widero anc
American empire, according to the founding fathers, is unlimited either in space or in time,
and starting from t herchdoba pekegtacivilizdtion.i This igaes i |
convincing and a plausible account demonstrating that economy was not a prime sthece of
American imperialism but its end. The source was mainly encompassed in culture. The well
known British poet Rudyard Kipipdescr i bes the phil osophy of
White Menbs Burden. o6 Though the interpretat
another, yet it makes a good exampleout the endorsement tfie American cultural
imperialism. According to theircumstances in which they were written, the stanzas were an
allusion to the American duty to rule over peagdi®m other cultures in a way to enlighten
them. Actually, it appears thatn c | e ciibezimgpdsity was highly mingled with profits

and inteests.

Through a close observation of the examplaehefndians and African Americana
researcher can understand the equation of culture and interest in the manifest destiny, as he
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may come with the conclusion that cultural imperialism is wealth regenerating. The two
examples explain clearly that the civilizing mission is only workable when Washington makes
profits. On the one hand, Red skin people for instance had long been pe@E=ivderior,

and efforts tod ¢ i v thém hac lieen intensified since the days of William Bradford and
Miles Standish Expanding the boundaries of the United States was in many ways a cultural
war as wel | . That i's i n masaptrategy to acquird moreWh i t e
Indian lands. The desire tfie southerners to find more lands suitable for cotton cultivation
would eventually spread slavery in those regions. Simultaneously, SprehadiAgierican

culture of individualism amonthe Indians to distance them frore tribal and communal
culture would make the task of land seizure faster and easier. Moreover, knowing that many
American citizensn the Suth were deeply concerned with adding more and more slave

states, they needed to expaneiiticulture tathe other frontiers.

On the other handhe Black skinpeople were enslaved since 1619 in the same

culture that wanted to civilize the Reds. The question to ask thie,Afnericans were really

l ooking for civilizing 6subhumand racdels t hro
theynot practice that since the beginning witte AfricanAmer i cans ? | sthedt it
American administration to keea close eye ot hei r 6captivesd to inm

conditions? Is there any motive other than the ideal city upon a hill that pushed the Americans

to prevent these people from the civilizing mission? Obviously, the motive was the reason for
which they were brought o t he New Wor |l d. I n those condi
plantationowners could make big profits, and thithe Manifest [@stiny was not practicable

on this category of people. Accordingljpe Manifest Destiny touched on issues of religion,
economy, ace and morality which were all in all intermingled wille American culture of
pragmatism. It is a generalizirgnd a broadconcept in whichthe American imperialism

nestl es, or as in the words of William Carl o
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wood where thieves protect eachManifestPastiny ( 20 2)
are the core of American imperialism which keepsowing to take the form ofthe

globalization inthe modern age

Notwithstanding thelaims of isolationism, the USince the early years of the™@
has made it clear that it was destined to go beyond its frontiers to protect its interest. In his
book the TwentiethCentury Worldand Beyon(R011), Professor of history and international
relations, William R. Keylor, challenges the theory of isolationism and argues that the United
States was imperialistic from the time of the Monroe Doctrine and the Magsiny
which openly claimed hegemony over Latin America. Commahig,Americanhegemony
occurred indirectly in the form of informal imperialism, yet it occasionally extended to
military interventions as it was the case with Haiti and Dominican Reputilibis level, it is
worthy to clarify that the United States relies mosthaftime, if not all the time, on cultural
hegemony to avoid direct confrontation with other countries, but it appeals to military

intervention whenever the former is not sucadassf

This American hegemonic attitude which makes one major theitine pbstcolonial
theory may have roots in the practices of the mother land Europe. Noam Chomsky, like
Robert Mackeever, defends this view and claims consistentiffhas h i n ighnpedaisti s
i s a continuity of t he European expansi on
expeditions in 1492. Historically, no one can deny the outcome of this analysis, for it brings
evidences of how much the two | mgeHoweselr,i s ms
American civilizing attitude was mainly a result of new cultural foundations that sprouted at
the eve of the Progressive Era. Once again, Uncle Sam was the le#itesarentific and
intellectual progress, and sindékat period he has suamed in preservinghe status of
leadership in modern knehow. In fact, the expansion of scientific knowledge in the

nineteenth century drew the attentiontbé peoples around the world and particulatte
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Latinos. It was the age in which interest wasalized on dictionaries and philology. The
latter in turn predicted and promoted the progress of human sciences and anthropology in

particular.

The researcher and Professor at the University of Virginia, M. Schele de Vere, wrote
Americanisms; the Englisbf the New World1871) in which he studied different American
dialects, ad in which he argued that the dialect of the New England ¢ es was fby |
mo s t fully developedo (Warfel, 893) . It was
includes lindreds of Indian words and alludes to a new ideological belonging. Besides,
dictionaries were of significant role scientific development in the U$or they provided
conventional definitions and standardized use of the language. For the first tirBdlin 1
Noah Webster published a dictionary of American English which was typically involved in
the process of Americanization from the sense that it was growing the Lingua Franca as
opposed to Spanish in the hemisphere.tHa other words, English now enterein a
competition with Spanish which was the dominant language in the New World. Later on, it

appeared that in scientific knowledge English won the battle with a wide margin.

This historical event in the field of humanities coincided with the birth of hocar
cultural anthropology. The latter was founded in the-migeteenth century by Lewis Henry
Morgan after recognizing the rich anthropological resources of his native land. Morgan was
influenced by Darwinism and Positivism both of which were endostrentific imperialism.
For him, the advance of American culture is a natural evolution in dlaekward
subcontinent, and every MHep@o sittrilHeywdtdctioata g @c m s
Al't can now be assert e davageroprecedea havbarisnsin alghe e vi d
tribes of manki nd, as barbarism is known to

Morgands cul tur al studies were at hi gher | e

understandingthe Native Americanculture and social organization. Subsequently, they
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provided a chief element in the advance #mel concretization ofthe American Manifest

Destiny.

Furthermore,the American civilizing attitude was also a result of a political
development deeply rootedh ithe cultural atmosphere of the ®a. Constitutional and
democratic systemrepresented nearly the most sophisticatatiural achievement othe
United States; it summarizéiterally modern life style inexistent elsewhere at that time. The
founding fathers were convinced thidite American political system, when purified and
improved was the ultimate goal towards an ideal social organization. And thus, any presence
of anothe inferior and nordemocratic systeeme ar by may represent a
political stability. The best way for them
the superior American way of | i f e4). Cultoralt e d
Manifest Destiny was then a number of deals which for economic and political reasons aimed

at democratizing the continental hemisphere.
2. Beyond the Pacific Ocean

Over the course of time, the American culture has strategically crossed the whole
continent from the East to the West. It stretched to the far South in a cultural coalition with
Canada to which ideals hereupon aredifierent from that of the US. Th&mericanization
has made it sure that every single neighboring country should cotdothe American style,
for it would ensure stability and peace in the hemisphere. In fact, when it came to Latin
America, the cultural agenda of the White House was sustained thighmilitary supports,
and in many casease involvement of the U$ the Latino subcontinent resulted in what is
considered by many historians as American colonialism. Since the turn of the century, Latin
America experienced new historical parameters. The most importard are the

decolonization and the rise of nationalismetYthis time nationalism was conceived as
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encompassing alheregions of South America. For this reason, in many known revolutionary
cases, any revolution in the continent was regarded as that of all the Latmeo€£uban
Revolution for instancewvas at the center of interests of other rebellion groups in the
subcontinent, and many Latino nationalities participated side by side with their Cuban

neighboursn their anticolonial struggle.

This fact created many troubles for the process of Amerasion because it put
most ofthe Latin American peoples in a block against Washington which was increasingly
seen as filling the gap tie traditionaEuropean empires. Culturally, because of the growing
consciousness about the American use of soft ptavget rid of all forms of resistancthe
subcontinent countries (particulaBentralAmerica and the Caribbedslands)opposed any
intervention from the U.S. under the Monroe Doctrine proclamation, and they instead call for
the right of countries foself-determination as opposed to oppressive and hegemonic regimes.
To accomplish its imperimt task, Uncle Sam was then forced to go through a number of
policies since the end of the Civil War . Ap
Door 6 spoplaiscsiieng t hrough the 6Big Stickdé and
appealing to a cultural agenda which permits the American administration to change and

control the minds of people befasecedingsoftly to control their wealth.

As it was the cse with the colonial period and the Westward Expansion, this
American expansionist attitude was lucidly expressed in both words and deedts of
American leaders. The leader to victory in the SpaAisierican War and the President of the
US at the eve oftte 20" ¢, William McKinley confided to Senator Robert LaFollette that his
Agreatest ambition was to round out his <car
mar ket so (Gardener 25) . Hi s policy underl ir
hegemoni@erspective of the Progressive Era in Latin America. In the last speech he uttered

the day before his assassination in 1901, h
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desirable. The period of exclusiveness is past. The expansion of our tradarandrce is

the pressing problem.. .0 (Kingseed). Opposin
administration in what regards the Cuban revolution and other Latino uprisings, Mckinley
urged the Congress to s ethepeace &nd tramquilitywdf thee h  d i
American governmentéo (Mckinley 115). Li ke
members of the Congress, he was backing all kinds of interventions to protect or restore
American interests in the region. Without doubt, thecdRetruction period triggered the

ambition of carrying on the project tife Westward Expansion to new destinations other than

the West. Besides, on the map scale, the remaining move was chiefly upward and downward.

As portrayed by Van Alstyne:

By all tests of pragmatism the United States emerged from that war [Civil Watr]
more than ever an imperial state. It entered its period of consolidation and
centralization, it began developing its internal economy intensively, and abroad it
soon joined in the inteational scramble for material wealth and power (Rosati,

24),

Uncle Sambés ambitions were economic, but
cultural strategies to fulfill his agenda. Briefly, the political strategy consisted of promoting
friendly regme s whi ch can be regarded before t he
Neighborhooddé policy. The cultural strategy
which imposed on the friendly regimes to pass the American values and life style first as the
model in their countries. One of the first measures that the friendly regimes enacted was
educational reforms which would introduce Engdlisinguage symbolizing the bank of
American culture, and which would end in school manuals glorifflilegAmerican history

and civilization on the whole. In many cases, this favorable estate given to the American

culture was frequently at the expenséhaflocal languages and cultures.
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As a matter of fact, while the American educational system was growing prosperous
and lucrat v e, t he f r i e n dltheir owreapuntmeshavé, overetfe @wounses of
time, proved to be a failure from @lleangles. They have instead created a new generation of
corrupted leaders who continue to serve multinational corporations thedaimosphere of
permanent popular uprisings which celebrate local cultures and denounce puppet
administrations. Sharing this viewthe journalist and political activist, John Pilger
demonstrates thahe American culture in foreign countries operates throogltary coups
which put national decisiemaking in the hands of one neoliberal social cl@gscourse, this
sociceconomic circumstance was enhaneedt h Was hi ngt onds obadl tur al
degenerated failures in the educational systems instead of promoting citizenry of right and

duties.

Actuall vy, Washingtonb6s programs make sur
class to rule, and the latter wouliturn devote its efforts to ensutlee American economic
presence in distant countries. This scenario was repeated in countries such as Haiti,
Nicaragua, Chili and Panama where today Coca Cola is the preferableMib&nald is the
preferable foodndthe American life style ighe civilization on its own. So far, it is clear that
the relation between economy and culture is thahefight andthe power. In the same way,
the power produces light without making noise; culture softly regenerates weahbutvi
creating troubles or direct confrontat®onin the course of American development,
Washingtonbés economy has beteaoultualrsteategyrands ab |l y

soft move outside the American boarders.

Notwithstanding its vastness, tiRacific Ocean has never been an obstacle for the
United States. On the contrary, American leaders of tifec1€aw in the waters beyond the
Western coasts the ultimate sourcetlod internal security. Hence, there was no way to

tolerate any other stateitiv different ideology, which may confront the White House in the
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future, to surf around. For this sake, Senator William H. Seward from New York articulated
the importance of seas in the American expansionist policy of the time, and he proudly

argued

The World contains no seat of empire so ma
by wideexpanding lakes and longranching [sic] rivers, offers supplies on the
Atlantic shores to the ovarowded nations of Europe, while on the Pacific coasts
itintercepts he commerce of the I ndies. The nati on

the empire of the seas, which alone is real empire (Sicker 37).

From this perspective, it is clear that as Uncle Sam grows taller, he sees fsther.
early asthe 1850s, there were alreadgal intentions to go beyond the Pacific Ocean in the
search of new frontiers. For those knowithg perspective, it would not bsurprising to
observe some decades later the American soldiers in the Hawaiian Islands and the Philippines.
Once again, in atition to the military intervention to kick out the Spanish control from the
Philippines, the American missionaries roamed in the country dné civilizing schools
servedWa s h i n igforroah é@mpire. In fact, right after the annexation, more churches wer
built to Christianize the society on a large scale. In addition, a commission was created and
hundreds of teachersinder the name of Thomasiesere sent to do the cultural job. This
form of interventionism was a result of many anthropological stwdmésh were the premises
of soci al Darwinism and Positivism (such as

Western Culture a direct threatttee modern civilization.

The Monroe Commission on Philippine Education investigated the cultural
backgroundof the Filipinos and came out with many conclusions. Yet, the regotthe
commissionemphasizedhe importance othe Englishlanguage teaching in bringing the
islands to the American ideology. Culturally, efforts were made to teach the society new
concets and new habits which would initiate the people of this part of the world to the
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American life style. Professor George Count, who taught in several American universities,
supported the progressive education movement of John Dewey and worked sporasliaally
advisor in the American educational admi ni st
exploration in the Philippines. He explicitly unveiled that the intentions were not targeting the
elderly people but the young generations in order to gq@a society of different mentalities

and uprooted from the old traditions which had tendency to fight foreign invaders and to

oppose imperialism.

In one of his texts, Count advocated that the Filipino children of the American
presence period were handicepp b ecause they were not only r
to themo and Atrying to | earn new concepts
Athey were also being forced to do so from t
statene n t explains clearly how the imposition
occurs all the way through educational programs. Likewise, the head of the commission, Paul
Monroe il lustrated in his survey ituumandei ght
the importance of English as a medium of instruction (Magno 140). Side by side with other
cultural programs of broader aims, such strategy, though significantly beneficent for the
Filipinos, intended t o exparbhayondthecséas. Or®Ratmd s v i
aim is achievedthe American administration hadlready achieved one step further in
building the o6city wupon a hill d. Wi t hout e C
example aboutthe American imperialism in generaand the American soft power in

particular. Even the political literature of the day demonstrates how much the impacts of that

policy are visible today in the Filipinosdo d

In fact, from the settlement of the issue of the Civil War to the eve of the Second
World War, though there is a large consensus antbagesearchers over the isolationist

policy, the panoramic outlook of the American policy, however, reveals continuitigei
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expansionist tendency that has startete the colonial settlement. In additidhe United

States wagsnilitarily involved in many conflicts in Latin America arnte Pacific Ocean.
Simultaneously with direct intervention in the region, there wamereasing American soft

power which functioned through cultural propagation. Intentionally, the American
administration worked as a large assimilative centre to homogenize the surrounding societies
and other peopl es on -asmosleb p ptalr adi gm. theAs & An
American cultural empire widened and pushed forward its boarders, and Uncle Sam expanded

his presence into thether corners of the globe

C. Cultural Globalization (Global Era)

Some eight decades ag e,citizéntilmtlee Amesicatof hisnf | ue
dayo (Herzstein 8), Henry Luce wrote AThe Al
fellow Americans to abandon isolationism and entre the Second World War. In the text, he
underlined the potentialities of the United $&ato takehe global leadership in its hands and
her mission of spreading @ de mdrom fEstview, whatr i nc i f
was going onn Europe was an unprecedented opportunity for the UStéofere not as a
simple participanin the war but as a regulator of the global destiny. Infacy c e 6s vi ew
translates the dominant perspective in dngoingdebate of whether Uncle Sam should go
one step further to Asia and acquire a bigger empire or stay in his actual boarders and deal
with national businesses. Nine months after its publication, it appeared to all the peoples, in
the U.S. and the other corsesf the globe, that this view committed the ruling class and the
public opinion to the old tradition of interventionism, and Washington decided to go to war
with its allies. As a consequence, a new and a broader stotyeoAmerican cultural

proliferation started.
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In his article, Lue articulated that so far the Utad gone through two important
steps which in turn would underline two great cultural projects. The first intended to develop
a bigger industry and a free market to improve economic conditibtise nation and the
ways American people regenerate capitals. HetieeAmericans worked to develop a new
economic and managerial culture more compatible with the requiremeatsgptonsuming
society. According to Luce, this great achievement wasraplished around the &entury,
and, technically, it has constantly continued to flourish il technological innovation
This historical step rested @marray of economic principles which pour into the same bath
of strengthening internal industral revolution and material production. Implicitly
demonstrated, the phase was the first 6 Amer
located in the continental and the regional movehefAmerican interests and investment.
The second instead waspsposed to be O6the Ameri ctten cent
endowment for democracy atloe American cultural model in general. Besides, this century
would be marked byhe American mass and soft intervention all over the world starting

immediately fromthe South-east Asia.

In fact, the theory of the 30c is the American century is revealingly the utmost
policy which aimed at homogenizing the world. The WWII was the starting point of global
Americanization. The U.S. went to exptinie American democratic prciples (as opposed to
fascism and totalitarianism) and more importattiy American daily life experience through
media advertisement and propaganda. Knowing thaheatehd of the Great War the US
owned the most sophisticated apparatus of med@nblay, it unlikely succeed in
dominating world cultural framework, and the peoplgho had never seen or heard about the
American life style beforecould now consciously or unconsciously afford to live with it and

admire it, for some.
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1. Asia and the Cold War

On the eve oYWWII, American cultural expansion westward reached the Philippines.
Though there were few international relations, which manifested in a mixture of economic
and cultural exchanges, with Sotghst Asia, nevertheless; they were not solid enough to give
the U.S. a noticeable authority in the region. By the endhef19" ¢, the first wave of
missionaries went to China in a pilgrimage of Christianization of the Far East and China in
particul ar. Thus, It woul d be notAmerican pr i si |
Century, 0 Henry R. Luce was born in China to
the study of Luceds biography, Robert E. He
W. Luce, it seemed like a happy coincidence that the little bayeaato the world during the
very time when America was acquiring an empi
the advance of events during the Progressive Era, all those islands in the ocean were the
stepping stones across the ocean to reaclgith&t market of China and the surrounding
overcrowded countries. Besides, over the course of time, there was an increasing interest in

the Soutkeastern countrigs Asia.

At that epoch, the approval of this statement may be positioned in the Alabama

Senabr John T. Morgandés call for expansion in
He cl ai med AOur home mar ket S not equal
manufacturing classes and to the <capital w
concld e d ; AWe must enlarge the field of our tr
where it iso (Williams 338). The thepneemal h v oi

economic deficit which put the American overproducing factories in & cozsl of where to
find marketplace to sell the surplustb&industrial and agricultural output. Like much of the
literature of the period, it advocated the nascent American hegemony to compete with the

European powers in order to preserve or win maylkaetd it looked to the Far East for this
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pur pose. Wit hout doubt , the missionaries wi
intended to enhandée economic presence of the WShe country. The aim was to convert
Asians to modern Angi€hristian culural frame in order to make the flow tfe cultural

products, which represent the American major economic income, easier and accessible.

However, the postVWII realities were an opportunity for Washington to increase
culturally and ideologically itpresence in many countries of the region. In the context of the
Cold War,the cultural discourse to show difference between the Americans and the other
peoples to whom philosophy of life is different reached the climax. Moreover, the notion of
0 t Aneerican century has been since then rested on this cultural distinction whithhpe
US in the far front of the world leading states. Proudly, Luce deciphers the motives which
gave his country this estate and reminds the world about the incomparable pbsititmet
Americans enjoy, and he points oitWe know how | ucky we are con
mankind. At least twethirds of us are just plain rich compared to all the rest of the human
family 7 rich in food, rich in clothes, rich in entertainmentdammusement, rich in leisure,
richo (Beckett). I n short, these words are s
of the American culture in modernizing societies and in bringing prosperity and wealth to the

world.

To enhance the agenda ottRrogressive Era and to endorde help of the first
missionary wave which brought lucrative economic effects, sthee1945, the UShas
investigated the possibility of a mass cultural interventionism in Asia. Yet, if in the past the
White House did itin a competition with other Western countries to win its sharéhef
markets andhe investment on the ground, this time it did it merely to stop and contain the
expansion of communism which threatened seriously the est#tte American institutional
ard ideological presence in the Confucian world. At this level, it is worthy to clarify that

many scholars on the ground of political studies regard the Cold War as a political conflict

84



between Washington and Moscow and that many of the countries arougldlbe(mainly
Asian countries) became the battlefield of this conflict because of their political allegiance to

oneof thesides.

Yet and actually, the issue was bigger than to say that only politics was implicated,
and, from a broader sense, it would berenappropriate to regard it as a cultural clash where
every side of both rivals wanted his cultur
factors such as a nationds ideas, opinions,
gesturetshat( Ilrefyleéct peoplebs |ife as a whol e
hand, the Soviet Union attempted to spread the communist ideology witheadultural
implications that goes with; i.e. either politteconomic tradition or proletariat itia life
tradtion. On the other hand, the WRuggled to buffer any development of such. Instead, it
pushed forward its cultural expansion to countries and regions such as JapanHdoga

Kong, Taiwan and Vietnam in order to contain the commuuktire.

This explains very well what urged Washington, just after the wahet8outheast
Asia. The latter is the closest region to the Soviet culture which, contrary to the American
culture, rested on the array of collectivism, socialism andrabgious social relations.
Besides, the pace of proliferation of communisnih®other Asian countries was fast. The
situation urged the American administration to put many Asian countries at the opening of her
expansionist agenda. Japan was the first matovatry that was exposed the American
authority for it went out of the Great War defeated and destroye@deiving two atomic
bombs in1945. Notwithstanding its loss of the traditional hegemony in the region, Japan
becane an important partner of theSlAnd took profit ofthe American financial projects to
reconstruct its demolished infrastructure. As early as the 1970s, Tokyo restored its place
among the superpowers of the time. Yet, this happened under the supervision of Uncle Sam

who planned to makef Japan the chief ally to contain communism in Asia. Meanwhile, huge
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budgets where devoted to encourage cultural programs in order to promote the American
presence itheregion. One of the most important cultural bodies which helped Washington in
this task was the Americdapan Society of TokydAJST). It was created around three
decades earlier, but it became more active after the war in serving the American character and
in propagating against communism. It was mainly during that period that the America
culture started to reshape the Japanese society which was growing more and more
Americanized.In both levels (the culture and the infrastructure), the Japanese big cities

became more and more resemblidgw York and the American suburban.

The basicassumption here is that Truman Doctrine of containment officially
dechred in 1947 was theoreticallythbeo | i t 1 ¢ al body which functio
e f f &omntthee communist culturan the continent. However, on the ground, it functioned
also asa framework of American cultural propagta all along the years of the Coldaww
Accordingly, there had been all kinds of cultural manifestations to encourage countries of the
region to adopt the American way. From Hollywood movieth&hugeposters orthe sidings
of the roads,the Amer i cans highlighted the superiorit
profound malernity to serve as a magnetforeign communities. In the Cold & context,

Professor of American diplomatic history and specialist in UniteteSEaast Asian relations,
Akira Iriye wrote in one of his contributions to the encyclopediaTbé New American

Nation

Even in the United States, where traditionally cultural pursuits had been considered
to belong exclusively to the private sphere, gmvernment did not hesitate to
sponsor art exhibits, publications of journals, or meetings of labor leaders abroad in
order to try to influence other countries' opinions. A cultural Cold War did exist, as

did official cultural policies.
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The statement demstrates plainly how much important was the roleéhafculture
in the American conflict with the Soviet Union over the Seedist countries in Asia.
Furthermore, it was the American cultural move in the continent that provoked social splits
before provokig geographical divisions. The wide spread of American culture in Korea, for
instance, has eventually formed two cultural poles in the country: that which was sticking to
the comnunist culture siding with the Sand that which was influenced by the demadc
culture siding with the USThe same story was repeated wvitte Vietnam (North and South),
China and Taiwan, and surely with many other countries of the region and around the world.
Today and as long as the American cultural influence, that pours glirgction of Orwellian,
Jacobin and homogenized world, continues intentionally to manufacture world societies,
cultural diversity will carry on vanishing over and over to end in a rsegeety where culture

of 6t he | ast manod is that of Americans.
2. American Global Village

On the eve of theabkt centurya greatechnological progressccurredin the field of
telecommunication or media technology. The latter has transformed the globe into a small
village™ where distance and time are no more perceived in the same way as in a couple of
decades ago. The fact has changed radically the configurations of power and hegemony, as it
has transformed the traditional impeisaktrategies by breakingany kinds ofobstacles and
erasingvirtual frontiers. Deliberately, Professor Armand Mattelart, frtme university of
Paris VIII, calls this factual estate of <co
cableo) (188). Despi t e ttheeworfd pastitipate im thé racmafny ¢ o

building such empire, yet the monopoly falls in trends of the USvhich not only owns the

13 The ironyof fate is that there are around seven billion people from diverse cultures around the world, but this
huge number lives in a small village as predicted by the intellectual Marshall McLuhan in the 1960s. Actually,
the continents alebonddayl hageidbngvhleut doddh di stance ar
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most sophisticated media science but also mobilizes her cultural and political eminence for

this purpose.

Actually, afteracls e attention upon the worl dos | e
deduce that eventually the same American transnational corporations (TNCs), which control
local transmission, dominateday the global media production. In the same direction, the
scholar in nedia matters, Robert W. McChesney argues that if Washington struggles to
maintain its media technologies vibrating, it is because of their role in endorsing cultural
domination through cultural products industry and discourse production and in capitafizing
Athe potential-andrngtrogyeh abtdbbhdnked by <co
American media companies such as Disney and Time Warner activate rerdiferners of
the world with atotal supportfrom the mother country. This has given Uncdam the
advantage to penetrate into peoplesd everyd
physical confrontation with the external world. Accordinglye American culture smoothly
integrated societies of all kinds and become the global miogwbsed by the means of

fabricated pictures and invented discourse.

A more crucial aspect in this context is tltae global memory is increasingly
Americanized, McDonakdriented and Coceolonized because it is fundamentally based on
A marmesliated formso f communicationo (Beck 9) thevhi ch
American values andhe mental disposition. According tthe behaviorist school, media
consumption has all the power to shape and lead distant social buamhesrvative they are
or progressig- to one particular interpretation of life. Over the course of time, one particular
way of organizing cultural programs insists on adopting unconsciously one particular model
which stands nowadays for the American life style. In this wag/societies othe globe are
growing homogenous by universalizing the culture of mass media or what is frequently called

Opopul ar culture. 6 | nheAmedcdncultarganthdtetemperarat i o n
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changes irthe world order, Fredric Jameson articulateh at t her e exi st nde
that are North American in origin and result from the unchallenged primacy of the USA today
and thus the O6American way of |lifed and Ame]
model and media culture areregardedlee as f orces recycling agai
imperialist behavior. This consequence is chiefly a result of media consumption which, due to

the American monopoly, overwhelms foreign independent social groups with a set of pictures

and conceptions wbh transcendhe American culture and presantas the end of human

civilization.

The worldly dimension othe American culture unveils a huge virtual project which
intends to sum up world diversity in the American life style and to globalize the dattine
virtues of liberal democracy. In turn, every single prograsshe project has given the US
new perspectives to control systematically both international commerce and politics because
of the produced efforts to hijacthe minds of independentocidies and make them feel
inferior in front of O0the American mind. 6 Or
is made by the French philosopher Jean Baudrillard in his Bowdrica.At the twilight of
the cold var, he pointed out that the U&fterher performance in facing and containing the
Soviet culture, has beow the centre of the globe and theld for the rest of the continents
including Europe. Whildaudrillardadmired the complexity adhe American society and its
multifaceted organizatignhe warned of the impact that Hollywood films, inspirational
experience of the American landscape and in general the cultural social characteribics of

city life may have on this heterogeneous world.

It is highly contempl gbedst mat mdtrlee aA mer
scientists in humanities may conceive or pretend, but it is the assumption that even the
traditional adversaries often admit and acknowledge. Despite his rejection of the word

6empi r ed ithe Angedcarccontemporary evid hegemony, Harvard Professor in

89



international affairs, Joseph S. Nye discusses the phenorbgrdescribing the new world
order as one civilization copying from American modernizing culture instead of diverse

backward cultures, and thus he writes:

In many ways the metaphor of empire is seductive. The American military has a
global reach with bases around the world and its regional commanders sometimes
act like proconsuls. English is langua francalike Latin was. The American
economy is the largest ithe world, and American culture serves as a magnet

(Understanding International Conflic&75).

I n anot her articl e, Nye argues AdAThe Unit
current phase of globalization for a variety of reasons including its syncretc ul t ur e, 0 ¢
applauds that the fact has fibenefited Americ
speeches, Nye denounces the random uffeeofvordsd i mp osi t i on 6escabhing oOf or
the wide spread of hizulture; he claimgnsteadspontaneity and seduction for the process. On
the contrary, Professor Olivier Zunz sees in the m@athing but a new hegemonic approach
though imposition for him does not mean necessarily military intervention but something like

media propaganda. In tlsentext, Zunz explains:

By separating the often conflated concepts
Americana, 6 | show how one could eventuall
had in effect constructed the neforeessary id

imposing it on a world recovering from the Second World War

By the statement, Zunz confirms the intentional strategy of Washington to impose its
cultural model as the updated life style for other societies. Without doubt, internal views
among intdectuds over the centrality of the U@ the universalizing mission are relatiye

different and in many cases oppositiondépending on the ideological or philosophical
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mainstream. However, it is clear from the American political scene that all ithall
neoconservative partisans back all kinds of initiatives to have big hands for dominating the
world culturally. Liberals and most of the left wing intellectuals, instead, prefer to harmonize
American cultural relations with the external world to avoidsgole clashes with

conservative societies which would do everything to defend their local cultures.

So far, the time line athe American expansionist policy and the mutmensional
field implications in building the American empire denote concretaly, tsince the roots of
the American state, culture has played a significant role in pressing the process and in
concealing the deployed means for this purpose. All along the three historical phases, culture
has been permanently an active tool of propagamdiacontrol. First, it served as a means of
distinction between the Natives and the settlers and, in another way, betweeivilizedd
and theduncivilized . On t h the assaulteagaing Bdians to seize their lands and
communitarian propegswere legitimized during the Westward&@ansion. Then, by the end
of the Civil War,the American rulers showed an immense consensus around the ideological
intentions of the dhwameicinedttre intbeshemispheré inbrder s pr e
to ensire security around the boarders and maintain social stability inside the boarders. In the
last phasethe American culture reached Asia and served the containment of communism
during the Cold War, and the flowering of cultural relations after WWII wasany ways a
culmination of the globalizing trend that had began on the eve of the&tury. Being
sustained with media technologthe American culture is today the basic irdread of
globalization. In fact, even most conservative societies are gsttiffigd withthe American

cultural products and haunted thye American values.
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Chapter Three: The Case of China

The US instills its laws, human rights and technology into its
international label and imposes these on developing countries. Thus,
the O&6Americanizationdé of the Internet h

countriesd soci avalyes ([Bian Qi 1999 a | and cul tura

Introduction

Choosing China as a case study to illustrate concretely and analytically the smooth
move ofthe American culture is indebted at least to three important reasons. First of all, this
case would give this study more citatity and scientific authority because today China is the
second biggest industrial country imetworld, and according to many economistsas the
potentialities to be a balancing force in the near future. However, this country cannot stop the
incurson of American culture despite all efforts to redtice e | ilmpadtseom thesChinese
society. The second reason is tha¢ tthoice ofa conservative and relativelst powerful
country would confirm the supremacy and the intelligenctn@fAmericancultural strategy
i.e., if the American life styldhas succeeded in paviag open wayo such a conservative and
reserved society, what would be the results in other \medlpen societies@nequivocally

this fact shows to which extetiie American culural strategy is sophisticated and intelligent.
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The third reason is th&hina is a country among others which recognized the threat of the
wide spread oAmerican culture and tries to resist its effects. Thus, since a decade ago it has
proceeded to imphaent national and international cultural programs to reduce negative
effects of globalization othe Chinese identity and to contaiine American culture in limited

areas of life in China.
A. The First Contact and Evolution of SinecAmerican Ties

After along proess of cultural hegemony domuedfect in the mainland and in the
Pacific Ocean, as it is seen in the preceding chapter, China has become comprehensively the
ultimate American target. Until the Spani8merican War over the Philippine islands oegr
after, the United States got no direct or worthy contact of any kind with China. This happened
only in the early 28 c. Initially, American administration demonstrated interesttha
Chinese affaires in the late"1@ to minimize the European, Russiand Japanese attitude of
Aspheres of influenceodo in order to all ow Was
the region. Actually, around the period of the"i€entury, though China constituted a
completeindependent country, it was esseltyiaivided into spheres of influence in the
hands of other great powers. For this reason, ifptlesperingUnited States wastto go on
into the Chinese society, it had to negotiate not only with the Qing Govertirbahmainly
with the great powers orné head: Japan, Russia and Great Britain. Knowing that the clash
had been already triggered betweée British andthe Japanese concessieaekers over
Chinese independence and demanding territorial concessions, the American claim to share in

the commercef the Celestial Empire would be in jeopardy.

** Qing Dynasty is the last imperial dynasty which reigned over China from 1644 till 1912. It was established by
the Manchudrom Northern China and Southern Mongolia after having overthroeptadecessor Ming

Dynasty. The Qings moved from north to south crossing the Chinese Great Wall to conquer Beijing As1644.

a result, China became the AGreat Qing Empire.o
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To avoid this from happening and to keep China out of the clutches of the imperialist
conspiracy, the White House needed more sovereignty for the Chinese administration. Thus,
in 1989, it participated in thereation of the American Asiatic AssociatihAA) . The latter
constitutes the first American political initiation which aimed at maintaining a free Asian
market and in which the United States had not to go in direct confrontation with other
Western and noliVestern rivalries. It organized businessmenneaust and intellectuals in
support of an aggressive Chipalicy and to foster commercial interests of the United States

in the hemisphere.

I n this context, the American political
door policyo WwaBibtelbf American toreignuatfagsdof the period. Though
there were several attempts frothe opponent powerso prevent Washington from
negotiating businesses and tasting the Chinese cake, it was late because it had already paved
the way for this purp@s Some analysts argued that the entire journey in the Pacific Ocean
was in the direction of the &ad@rsarieknewthbw na Ma

much the United States was committed to get

SenatoHenry Tell er having no doubts about anne:
are the stepping way across the seaé. Neces
commerce. o0 (Miner, 306). Besides, for sAmeric

it would be of little value to anyone except pineapple growers.

Even in the case oheé Philippines, there were several arguments showing that the
intentions ofthe United States were Chineseented rather than Spanish superseding in the
islands.Apart from security reasonsheé lands of the Philippines were not of great importance
in the sight of the Americans. Yet, it offered them an opportunity to maintain an Open Door
Policy throughout the Orient. Besides, knowing that the Qing Empire was aintledttigely

disputed by superpowers, it allowed them to be militarily present in the area to sustain every
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political decision that may provoke foreign aggression. After the first victories over the
Spanish navy, the American war council decided openlynid a@ army of twenty thousand

men to substitute the Spanish authority.

In fact, in all what occurred during the SpanAsmerican conflict, the stake for
Uncle Sam was mainlthe Great China. This was the reason why, after a period of dithering

whet her to declare a war or no against Spai

that the Philippines could remain Spanish; i
and mcessary appurtenanceso in the region. I
Washingtondés suggestion, they would have avo

from its Empire. Actually, whathe Americans were looking for were harbors to \pde
steppingstones acrosstha P i f i c . I n the words of Presi dent
islands was not one more step on a jingoist journey to the far end of the-ealyha means
to another endo (Gardner 3 7igiton of the isemdoithb e r  wa
Pacific Ocean was not the ultimate goal but just a means to reettteiegreater endvhich

was in fact the Chinese Market.

Meanwhile, theAAA carried on ingt ent |l y i ts cagapCGhingn f or
policy. o0 Bysuncoc emaaerds ,i ni tencouraging and in |
direct interference along with other allied powersthe Chinese troubles. In 1900, some
American troops still engaged in the Philippines found their way to China to settle the
uprising of theBoxers. The rebellionmotivated by a protmationalist sentiment againtte
imperiaist exhaustion othe Chinese material and spiritual resourcess dedicated to the
destruction of foreign imperialism in China and the eradication of Western migsionar
activities which were considered as the greatest enentheo€Chinese cultural tradition.

Hence, the latter constitutae source of excitement arttie moral forcefor the uprising

crowds and t he Boxerso p rthe miring ofpswards,t violer® i n v C
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prostrations, and chanting incantations to Taoist and Buddhist spirits" (Thompsodhe7).
Boxer Rebellion was the first clash betweba Chineseentitiesandthe Western culturan

which the UnitedStates was largely inveéd. Indeed,the discussed events reveal that
Washington at this point was looking for much more than investment opportunities in the
region, and demonstrated a great interestthre Chinese affairs for which it had laid the

groundwork for future actions.

So far, regardless to the Boxers uprising from 1899 to 1901, most of the elements
mentioned abouthe Sino-American contact of the late 1. are geostrategic and political
rather than cultural. Besides, the first cultural contact of the United StatesChina
occurred simultaneously around the same period in an ongoing process of Americanization in
the Oceania passing throutite Westward Expansion andterventionism inLatin America.
However, it is worthyhighlighting that before the American inaion inthe Chinese world,

Great Britain had already paved the way to the A/@daon Culture.
1. Chinese Vulnerability in Front of Western Culture

Contemporary historical studies show explicitly that until 1940s, China had often
been controlled by foreign oatries either under formal or informal empires. Knowing that in
the 19" ¢ it was divided into spheres of influence under the gaze of Qing government, the
Anglo-Saxons owned the lion share of privileges comparing to other powers; chiefly because
they werenot only acting economically and politically but also culturally. In factthe
course oftime they had had a grieanpact on the Chinese culture, amdmany ways hey
influenced local communities mainly in the field of religion and bslighich is a very
important aspednthepeopl ebés | i fe in Eastern Asi a. I
provide evidences that China, despite the humartteawlatural potential it has, had been for

a long period passive in its relations with tleternal world. This kind of international
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relationpushedo the front scene one important questishat makes oChinaa vulnerable
state and susceptible the hypothesis of Western incurstoAnswering this crucial question,

£° and her attitude towards

which requiressheddinga light onthe C h i n eokomsabdit
expansionism, would help to a large extend in unveiling the entry of American culture to

China.

Comparing to other Western and Asian countries, China had been for a long period
an isolatedcountry. Notwithstanding its human and material resources in addition to its
strategic location, China did not go beyond its boundaries to ensure the security and the
integrity of its societyin the way Washington did for a long peridthe geographical ap of
the Chinese frontiers, apart from the territories taken by Japan or seized on the premises of
international agreements, has been steady and more importantly exposed to foreign
infiltration. On the contrarythe American frontiersas it isalsothe @ase with other empires
of the nineteenth centurywere progressively expanding. In addition, even thoG#ima
possesed a big navy at a given periaddid not exploit it in building a larger Empire as the

Westerners did. This isolationism was the kegson ofthe Chinese vulnerability.

Moreover, China is the most overpopulated countryhiemmodern age, and is
constitutedof several ethnic groups which speak hundred of different languages and living
separately as independent kingdoms. This culturgirenment had several times provoked
internal clashes either ov#re cultural belonging of these groups or otlee Chinese throne.
Unlikely, this kind of circumstances harms Chinese social integrity and political stability, and

it offers natural resouss and market seekers opportunities to invest Chinese society without

*The conceptualization dhe French wordColonisabilitéh i s kg theAthériandhinker, Malek Bnnabi,
in which he connected the phenomenon of colonialism nottorthe European industrial and military
development but also to the indifference and the stagnation that made of the former colonized societies
vulnerablein the sight of the colonizers. Thus, somegativeattitudesin the societies of the South may be
indirectly the cause of their colonization.
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worrying about the reaction of the ruling class. Accordingly, this internal unease has likely

prevented the latter from expanding Chinese frontiers formally and informally.

Furthermore, during the early 19 century, China had missed an important
transformation in world development which altered completely the relations betiveen
North andthe South. It is the Industrial Revolution. Though most of Eurocentric intellectuals
consider itas Western invention, postcolonial thinkers on the contrary consider it as a
universal heritage in which human scientific experience is implemented. Obviouslg, Chin
i ke all ot her dadumissedheevent thatfwould thavechadgedidadly , 6
its destinyand t s r el ati onsin the wohds a¥ tYih Kepindy, dProtedsor @nd

director at the China Center for Comparative Politics and Economics in Beijing:

China has made social progress very slowly and has scarcely contributed to the

worl dé. Meanwhil e, Western countries experi
its resulting progress. Consequently, China has lagged behind Western countries

since the start of modern times. Some Chinese intellectuals identified the gulf

between China anWestern countries as early as the middle of th& (9when

the Western powers forced open ancient Chi

and commodities. (143)

To put an end to this weakness, China must undergo a thorough industrial revolution
to increas its productivity so that to achieve market asatisfaction. No matter the price
China has to pay, this is the only way to avoid all kinds of market neocolonialism of'the 20
c. In fact, today China has gone ahead in the process of industrializatobit, succeeded

considerably in competing along witttherworld super industrialized countries.

These are some factors that has caused Chinese fragility in front of Western
hegemony and consequently facilitated the infiltration of Western cultugeneral. Great

Britain for its part played a significant role in shaking China to open its market to the-Anglo
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Saxon countries during the Opium Wars. The conflict between Britain and China lasted from
1839 to 1860 over trading rights; it aimed at gainingigh monopoly on the growth of
Opium in India for the sake of controlling unilaterally its trade. At that time, Chinese were the
first consumers of opium in the world. Knowing that opium consumption is not like any other
food consumption, this would makbe Chinese opium demand dependenttbe British
merchants. As a result, Britain would have indirectly forced Qing rulers to wide thpen

Chinese market not ontp theopium but alsdo theother cultural products.

In the same context, the Opium Wars were also shown and more importantly
justified as a fight against fAbackwardnessbo
the Celestial Empire, as they systematically prevented industrial proliferation Fattieag.

In Industry and EmpirgEric Hobsbawm reveals that the wars were a clash of two cultures

with differing world views, as he demonstrates the failure of the Chinese to resist British
cultural expansion (128). In addition, Yujun Wu, Associate Ressor at Beijing University,

identified some instances tiie Chinese sense of inferiority during and after the wars. He
argued that during that peri od -supehogity thi nes e
maintained an attitude of accepting westerc ul t ur e wi th pleasureo (r
Western attitude of approachinige Chinese inferiority has fed texts and speeches dealing

with the Chinese affairs.

Simultaneously, the backwardnesstioé Chinese culture (seen by Westerners) was
alsoused bythe Americans to enhance their presence in China. Thus, the eve of the twentieth
century is known for American missionism in the region to spread democracy and Christianity
which had come to represemte side ofvestern modernity. Professors Rosatd Scott, from

South Carolina and Okl ahoma univelﬁrﬁstihteirees,wavsr

16 Jerel A. Rosatand James M. Scott aaeithos of several texts on American foreign policy. For a better
understandingf the history of the latter, in thelfrook The Politics of United States Foreign Polityey
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a | arge American Omissionary® presence in As
way andat thisstage, it is apparent that bye early 19" ¢, the newly and worldly emerging
United States had cl aimed Britainbds Position

extensively idealized mission to spread new American ideas throughout the World.

When writing about the weight dfie United States and Great Britain in challenging
worl doéos affairs, Barbara Bush, Professor of
noticed that these two countries fSéxer ed a
cul ture gl onewer thisymissign 8 eodgh timd shifted from an Ar§laxon to an
American one. Highlighted by American principles, it had taken new forms, yet it has the
s ame objectives: political contr ol and e C
interventionism in Cima different fromthe Western traditional one is that it is not limited to
the use of military and political control; it has also overwhelmingly implemented a cultural
strategy in which dstr at egasseaidywith carttamdetickdS i s
tacticso (Jiaxi 18) . T h-asoerding to bistociangirst applied of de

in the United States has a considerable plac

At the same time, there was a strong will to teach Englisthéoroleit could play in
the Americanmission. Notwithstanding its ideological implication, spreading English by
teaching and other local programs would help in communication and in making the Chinese,
who were converting wave after wave, understand the Bildeddferent Christian preaches.
Mor eover, the American 6éopen dooré policies
They aimed mainly at protecting economic intesesft the United States, yet they tga
broader cultural impact onastern Asia. Opn Door remained the essencele US in China

until the establishment of the communist regime in 1949.

divided it into three major periods: 1. Ther@ioental Era (17784.860s), 2. The Regional Era (1860840s), 3.
The Global Era (1940gresent).
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These evidences, in addition to many others au fait with other coming titles, suggest
that it would be hard to disprove the claim that China is beimgricanized. But the process
was interrupted by the growth ttie Soviet Union after the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917,
and then by the advance of communism in Asia. The adoptidgheafommunist ideology
since 1949afterthe Chinese Civil War brought China to a lasting divorce froitme Western
world. It spent over 40 yeargithout having economic, political and mainly cultural contact
with the Western bloc under the leadership of the United States. Hence, during the Cold War,
Chinese affairs were Russtaniented rather than American, with the exception of Taiwan

and Hong Kong which havepted for a democratic government.

Since then, the turning point the Chinese policy towards national and international
issues occurred in the 1960s whiglao Zedong,then Chairman of the Communist Party,
launched series of critiques against the ruling class. Believing that current Communist leaders
were taking China in the wrong direction,
Al mpur e 0 thdChineserstiety arakd revive the revolutionary spirit that had led to
victory two decades earlier. He succeeded in mobilizing the students of Beijing in the spring
of 1966, and the goal was: eradication of the so called emerging bourgeois ideas and customs.

As a esult, schools and universities remained empty to reopen 3years later. At that time, Mao

\

call ed t he masses to fds mash t he Four Ol ds:

habitso (RogasC@hi)nesleatgop wlnar tnho v e matural came

Revolution. o

After more than 20 years of totalitarian domination and social ¢toeded society,
it was difficult for China to ensure the liberties claimedthg people. On the contrary, the
chaos resulted in the movement of the 1960s caused some bad effects on the Chinese society,
as it caused also a partial collaps¢he Chinese economy. Howevére Cultural Revolution

has pushed the communist leaders to cediheirinstitutional dominationon the political
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scene The Chinese Communist Party has lost much of its prestige, and China entered in the
phase of the great releasB L e @ GRetachdmerdt ( Do me n alahdonihdg the

traditional conservatism, which a part stimulated cultural changes.

At this level, it is important to highlight that Westernization in Chinghigting and
becoming more and more Americanization, and that after the Cold War, the United States
became culturally omnipresent not only@hina but all over the world. Furthermore, due to
the American control ofthe global greatest network of information, some go to argue that
from a cultural context Americanization is anetltconnotation of globalization. Besidéise
latter is hence seersan American trap and as a fashionable tool to establish an American
hegemony. Zhao Chu, a Chinese researcher in-American relations, argues that
Agl obalization in the information age stands
and miltarypower derives from its soed)adlthesgnet em a
way, Professor Wang Nin indicates in an analydevotedto point out the intrinsic
connections bet ween Americanization and gl o
essetially gl obal homogeni zation in terms of
American revisionist scholars in geopolitics and economics, such as Noam Chomsky and
Joseph Stieglitz go in the same perspective to show how much globalization is agswerin

Was hi ngt on 0 detrimenofdbther ®ahnolodically less developed countries.

Since the 1980s, the Chinese have started to turn their sight to democracy and free
market and ask questions aboutnevay s t hat wi | | hel p atileap maki n
f or wa rdidfarent asdcial levels. They started demanding a more moderateopen
economy. Besides, theproutingnew ideas among one category tbie Chinese elite denote
that going ahead in the reforms will not systematically hdrenChinese culturefFor them,

Al e traditional i sme soci al ndest pas for c(

(Domenachl67).That is China can enter the international competition tighgreat powers
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including the USwithout losing its national identitand sovereigntyRight away, the great
release that began with Deng Xiaoping and continued with Jiang Zemin was oriented to the
modernization ofthe Chinese economy. It opened the Chinese society on an international
scale. Consequently, the decade$hefl980s andhe 1990s were of economic, political and
chiefly cultural reformatios that put China in a social dilemma overe realnotion of
modernization Actually, the dilemma was whether Westernization is necessarily a threat to

Chinese national cultal heritage, and thus to national identity, or not.

2. Chinese Debate over Westernization and Sinicization

Nowadays, there is a persisting hot debate among Chinese intellectuals over different
conceptualizations of Oomodernizationdé in Chi
centuries ago when Eastern Asia had observed western culture with admiratidistaunst
pouring into China new industrial products. The arrival of Great Britain with heavy weapons
and mechanic had struthe Qing dynasty and developed a sense of inferiority and insecurity
in the Chinese society. For the first time, Chinese offoratnessed the strength of Western
civilization, as they found out the wide gap separating their society from the Western Society.
Since then, they have gone in the quest of modern China. Currently, Chinese Communist

Party is all along the same task.

However, when it comes to the question of how to modernize China the split among
intellectuals, politicians and ruling class is repeatedly felt. Accordingly, three mainstreams of
thoughts clearly appeared in the Chinese cultural studies and thearefaeene thoughts are
reflected in the political scene. If we review those debates today, we will notice, on the one
side, there are intellectuals who eager to modernize through a total imitation of Western
American material and spiritual culture. This is theetor vy of O0Ameri cani

OWesternization. 0 On t he ot her si de, ther e
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another one which gives prioritytbeChi nese ci vili zation wunder t
It is worthy to clarify that sinicizatiornere is limited tothe Chinese society, contrary to
Americanization which is functioning outside thfe American geographical boundarids

other words, what worries the Chinese administration is the fact that China (not the US) is the

battlefield andhe Chinese society is the subject to experiment.

In between, there are intellectuals insisting on taking the stick from the middle and
synthesizing the first two theories. Il n now
political and economic movshould foreground its position and locate itself with regard to
this eternal debate. Each time, these theories provide their arguments on the premise of how
much one may be more efficient than the other in regenerating modernity, and on the premise

of howmuch one is tim&onsuming or timesaving than the other.

For Westernization Movement, it is imperative for Chinese officials to go ahead in
the 6whol esal ed process to save Chinese soci
Americanbased Globalizon is then an obligation where China has no choice but to be an
active participant rather than a watchful resistant. Chen Xujikgy&hinese researcher and

ardent supporter of ditendencyo f 6t ot al i st,putsitWest erni zati ono

Western culture ighe trend of world culture. In fact, today Western culture is
world culture. If we do not wish to live in this world, then that is a different matter,
but as long as we want to live in this world, then we must adapt ourselves to this

trend, for othervse we resign ourselves to death (160).

In this way, modernization is th@ocess of inquiry fronthe Westand approaching
its knowhow. In the age of chipsoptical fiberand cell phones, every shift from this process
is backward and time wasting. Scholarsetefing this view, such as Hu Shi, Che Xujing, Lin

Yutang and Wu Shichang consider American civilization as the ideal human product, and if
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Chinese society wants to prosper, it has to take from all social aspects of American society: in

both material and sgtual sides. Hence, Americanized China is Modern China.

Moreover, Chen Xujing for his part highlights the backwardness of Chinese culture.
He claims that it is a superstitious culture, far from being a scientific one and that Chinese
society plays the te of defenders of principles and virtues in their transcendental spiritual
life but that in reality it has incessantly degenerated. At the same time, American society is
pragmatically exploiting its civilized culture in scientific discoveries. Besideeceety which
is not scientific in its daily life cannot improve and chartgedestinyfor the best. All in all,
Western culture is the opportunity and the
culture, no matter whether in thought, art, sceenpolitics, morality, education, religion,
phil osophy, and |iteraturedo (Yu 159). Though
excessive in demonizinthe Chinese underdevelopment comparing to the Westause
China has always, in a way anather, contributed to human scientific heritage. At the same

time, the viewhas cherished the agony of thie | iogpbdnéns.

As opposed to Westernization, some Chinese scholars regard previous views of
Western culture defenders as a threat to Chineenah identity and not different from
colonial missionism which molested humanitarian traditional cultures. They accused the firsts
of missing Chinese nationalism and of lacking knowledge abwiChinese civilization
because most of them were taughtwastern schools and universitida addition, They
consi der Xujingbébs and Shiés assaul't against
Propaganda that created in them a dependennyplexand a sense ofnferiority which
consequently made them sbée American moon rounder than the Chinese China has its
own culture which should make O0the essencebd
proponent of Chinesbased modernity, such as Zhang Sumin, Feng Youlan, Zhang Dongsun

and many others, reded the Western way towards modernization. Their fear is that China
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would lose its sovereignty once opened up to the West. The question then is how Beijing can
go on in the competition alongside with the United States and Western countries and learn

from them without losing its national independence.

The same scholars argue that though selective Americanization is accepted, it must
be adapted to Chinese charactecauseny inattentiveness in the process would lead to a
national crisis. They highlight thdhe specificity of Chinese cultural estate implicates that
every tangible transformation in the country should come from inside and that the model that
had led the West to modernization cannot be applied in China. They claim that what is right
and goodn U.S. is likely wrong and bad in China. Or as in the words of another proponent of

this view, Xiong Mengfei:

Nati onal characteristics are what we gener a
sixty years in China, the reform movement failed becausgrairance of the

nati onal conditions. Proponents of Europear
engendering a different result because of different local conditions. Western
Parliamentary politics becomes pingl et pol i
science and education become foreign elgtiged essays once moved to China.

American cotton produces less once transplanted to China. Italian bees make little

honey once moved to Chilideping, 166)

China has to keep its eyes wide open as long aedss are open because American
culture contains both good and bad knowledge and indiscrimination in Chinese importation
may be a factor of setfestruction. Besides, to tolerate this mget would induce other
unknown dangers tthe Chinese society, shicas violence, criminalitychaosand insecurity,
which are part othe American daily life but the ultimate Chinese enemy. The Chinese
philosopher Zhang Shenflike Mengfei, agreed on the fact that foreign products should go

through Siniczation process$o avoid all king of cultural uprooting, yet he insisted also on
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the fact that cultural consciousness and information plays a significant role in cultivating
Americanization in China. He advocates that unclear understanding of events would result in
unclear decisions and henge wrongpositions. Consequently, he deduces that Sinicization is
Aibased on the need -codn fciodnesncci eo,uos neersds fatnhdo ssee | v

ridicule on it did not understand the situat

For them,Chinese culture and political structure are sufficiently advanced comparing
to the American ones, yet China needs mainly to learn technological and industrial
techniques. Accordingly, pfBinicization scholars distinguish between material and spiritual
civilization of Western world; they argue that notwithstanding the @Westphisticated
material and technological civilization, its spiritual aspect cannot measure up to the Chinese
one. To put it differently, China has a great spiritual traditional cuttéi@onfucianism that
feeds up the soul dhe Chinese society and assures its unity and integrity; whereas, the united
States possesses a (great industrial culture which assures productivity and material
transformation. Hencéere appears tHéting deal for Beijing. The ideal way of approaching
modernity is to bring both cultures togeth
civilization. I n this case, the so called
mechani zation. ol ( Kepihigs 162¢wAcsuanspired fr
to Qing government in 1898 to keep Chinese

and to use Western industrialization as a means, or what is known today as the theory of

AChi nese &tssemcmeaWwWe. 0

Rejecting completely this tendency, Lin Yutang, another outstanding representative
of Westernization Movement, dedi cated a whec
criticize those who considehe Western spiritual civilization inferior tthe Confucian one
He arguesin his text that material and spiritual life do not exclude each other. On the

contrary, they are complementary. If Americans, for instance, have an advanced material
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civilization, it was thanks to its spiritual scientdariented civilization. In one of his attacks

against scholars of O6Chinese essence, 6 he qu

They must consider their mistakes behind closed doors, sincerely mend their ways,
andmake a determined effort at ssifengthening in order to learn some Western
spirit that can produce material civilization. Otherwise, | fear the future will be in

the hands of foreign devils and their machine civilization (Luo, 178)

In other words, if @i nese administrationds official
best, they have to learn from Western style as a whole. In short, American material is the
product of American principles and virtues, and thus excluding spiritual aspect is going to

make Amertan material not compatible with Chinese spirit.

Some intellectuals have gone further to denounce an American plotting to divide
China and its intention to disturb national stability through cultural maneuverings. According
to them, the U.S. is seizing tlepportunity of Chinese quest for modernity to create two
categories of Chinese citizens. The first is that of masses with Chinese culture and anti
Americanization ideology; the second is that of Americanized citizens. Actually, the latter is
mainly made bChinese elite who under pressure of different means became Americanized.
In some circumstances, this kind of division in the same country is likely to rouse internal
clashes that may even lead to a civil war. The Chinese lived thessamario in 1949%nd
history mayrepeat itself ifeverpeople do nopay attention to their padtntil today, the issue
of Taiwan, in which the White House has got big hands, is unsolved. Nowadays, if there is a
place in the world that looks Americdike, it is Taiwan. $1ce the communist revolution that
ended in the Chinese Civil War, the latter has incessantly represented the aching thorn in
Sino-American affairs. For Westernization opponents, the problem is primarily cultural, and
what they fear of is to come, in thear future, upon the same problems in Tibet, Sinkiang

and elsewhere in China.
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Briefly, these different views over the conceptualization of modernization constitute
the core of modern Chinese cultural studies, as they reflect the evolution and the changes i
the perception of contemporary social realities. In fact, the debate has paved the way to new
intellectual frontiers not only in China, but also in other countries that may face the same
circumstances. It proves also to which extent the Chinese are tteohai modernize their
social conditions, though this, for Americanization admirers, will cost their own cultural
identity. In addition, though the debate goes through two main options in the process of
modernization, either partial or complete Westernira one thing is clear: China currently
cannot avoid Americanization. Moreover, this debate translates in the margins the
modernization phases in the twentieth centGhina; each under the spot of opelitical

framework.
3. Towards Modernization: from Westernization to Americanization

On the premise of the preceding views, Chinese intellectuals have divided
modernization evolution in China into three major stages. The origins of Chinese quest for
modernization can be traced back to its encounter wégh/Nfkesterners in the second half of
the 19" ¢ when the Qing Government had observed foreign industrialized countries surging
within Chinese territories bringing with them sophisticated weapons and superior
commodities. Before that period the Chinesaeweld that their civilization wasuperior to
the othersé civilization and that China is
perception did not survive the Qing rule,
China had been left farebh i thelveéestern industrializatiogXinsheng). Since then two other

phases have come across, and China has looked after the Western superior civilization.

Political and administrative structure of a country is obviously

determined by multiple factors. Ehmost important one is its way of approaching
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modernization. Simultaneously, in the three phases, the political structure of China is
dependent on and at the same time translates one attitude towards modernization. In another
way, there are thredifferent historical stages in modern China. In every stage, the way
moder ni zation i s supposedly achieved is det e

degree of influence of the intellectual class on the ruling one.

The first stage is located intlee Qi ng dynastyés reign over
between 1860 and 1911. It was a historical gap in which modernization was an obligation
because of some geostrategic weaknesses and other bad economic, political and cultural
realities.The awful impacs$ of the Opium Wars, the unfair and inequitable treaties
that resulted in Taiwan expropriation by Japan, Hong Kong by Great Britain and
the occasional mass uprisings pushed Qing aristocrats and officials to recognize
the need to fortify China. Because Chinvas not scientifically and technically
ready to compete with the West, it was forced to imitate the Western Model to

catch up at different social levels.

Schools were built in big Cities just as westerners did; the teaching of
English alongside with otheEuropean languages became increasingly important
in scientific inquiry; students were sent to study abroad to learn about American
and European knowledge; plans were announced to establish a constitution to
increase social justice and political standamew western inspiring warfare
arsenals, strategies and knowhow were purchased. Therefore, all these
modernizing measures, in addition to others, were historically entitled
OWesternization movement. 6 the | atter sun
Chine® | earning and use of western l ear ni n

rescueo (Zhang 154) from foreignerso total
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Besides, itis worthy to clarify that at the beginning of this phase,
modernization was chiefly orientedto military strategic studies and
manufacturing equipments, yah fact this had a considerable impact on the
Chinese tradition foit had slightly extended tar on to political and educational
reforms. In addition, while some intellectuals called fopgimg from the West in
order to preserve Chinese independence and superiority, sathers
symmetrically developediostile and antWesternization opinions which tar on
led to the Boxers Rebellion. Such opinion contaminated the society mainly after
the defeat of China in the Sindapanese War of 1894 that offended severely Qing
administrato n 6 s attempts of m el SinonJaparedei \@rn . Th

confermedthe factthat the Westernization movement was nothing but a failure.

At this level, there is a cstion which put Chinese intellectuals and
policy makers in a dilemma. Knowing that Western countries were behind most
of Chinese problems and Chinese dependency, how then is it possible to expect
great deal of things if Chinese modernization depends an gsame Western
world? This question had created among Chinese a kind of discomfort,
uncertainty and suspicion in a total Western modernization, and hence they
contented mainly with industrialization to avoid all kinds of cultural colonization

and politicaldependency.

The second stage of Chinese modernization stretches from t191949.
It was the stage in which the debate over what type of modernization China
should implement reached the climax. Thus, Westernization and Sinicization
became an intellectuaattlefield for both Chinese officials and thinkers. This
phase manifested during the Republican Era and the establishment of the

Kuomintang Republic of China by Song Jaoren and Sunséat after the Xinhai

115



Revolution (Chinese Revolution). The republiondemned its predecessor Qing
Government of political irresponsibility and cultural conservatism which in turn
caused economic and cultural stagnation. Contrary to its predecessor, its aim was
to bring new sociepolitical and cultural configurations thatomld modernize

China.

Il nstead of Qi ngo6s Western i ndustri al
conservation, the republicans went further in political and economic reforms.
Consequentl vy, t he period i s al so call ed
May Fourth Mowment, which first grew against alienation of China in front of
Japan in Versailles Treaty, had anticipated several changes. The authors of the
movement wer e cl ai mi ng a Onew cul turedo t
alienation and offences in internatidn@eremonies. At the same time, they grew
ni hilistic agai nst traditional Confuci an
nati onal i smé socialism i nstead provided
traditional Chinese ethics, philosophy, religion, and sociald apolitical

institutionso (Britannica).

At this stage, Great part of the Chinese society had remarkably, if not
radically, changed their attitude towards traditional China, and their desire to go
on the American model of society grew bigger. Thescinating pictures of
American landscape of the Roaring Twenties would have contributed in changing
the Chinese mind. Li Hongzhang qualified the atmosphere as unprecedented in
the history of modern China. Shih Yudfang, Professor of Philosophy from
National Chung Cheng University, has in turn explicitly described this

fundamental Change:
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China had extensive experience in military, economic, and cultural
exchanges with other countries throughout history. However, no one
had ever imagined that sucbxchanges with other cultures would
fundamentally impact the basic concepts and values of Chinese culture,
and no one had ever realized that such exchanges with other cultures
would fundamentally influence the structure of traditional Chinese

society (97).

The reform movement was to modernize China by imitating American
political and economical systems. It represented the first sparks of the Chinese
Democratic Party that is today ruling Taiwan province under the sustainment of
the United States. In fact, iwvas during the Republican Era that democratic
institutions, multiparty system, national citizenship and liberal enterprises
became debatable in China. Despite its space gaining in its early years, the
Reform Movement proved to be a minority elitist mowem rather than a
national scale movement. Its political and economic measures lived almost three
decades to come upon new historical changes that modified the Chinese

perception of modernization.

The third andthe last stage began after the Chinese CWiar and the rise
of the Chinese Communist Party to contemporary period. However, the emphasis
is on the post Mao Tséung period because during his leadership Mao rejected

completely the American philosophy of wealth based on capitalism. Hence, he

considee d every <cul tur al contact with the 6
This of course does not mean that he did not seek for modernization, but his

ul ti mate goals were to preserve the indep
and economically to concretizé T h e Great Leap Forward. o
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modernization can be summarized in Marxist socialism of the Eastern bloc. In
this way, Mao and his comrades closed the American Open Door in China until

the 1980s and the coming of Deng Xiaopi ng:i

With the Communist Party since 1980s, China has experienced the age in
which it may learn from and at the same time stand against American
modernization. Though from the outside, this statement may appear
contradictory. Yet, when we check the echo of Skmerican relations in
Eastern hemisphere, it is clear that China apprehends step by step the American
life application; at the same time,-itas a form of resistaneerejects some
American dictated cultural developments related chiefly to individual liberties
and democratic principles. Deludingly, it seems that after two phases of
modernization programs that lasted for more than a century and that undoubtedly
failed, the Chinese recognized that their will to modernize depends on their
readiness to accept certainraditions and mostly cultural changes. In addition, it
seems that the changes that were taking placéhenworld affairs and in the
neighboring countries after the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union
forced Xiapingos admiChimesetdoastfaordestetnaculturalo p e n
product s. This provided also a good reaso
partyos traditional socialism in t he ma n
import American modernization model. This philosophy makes nowsdihe

essence of Chinese international affairs.

Contemporary China lives factual modernization with an average
economic growth of 10 percent each year. At once, Chinese entry into
international market sprouts quickly. Gradually, China saw a volatile

combination of political circumstances which in sequence gave birth to various
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and complex relations with the West, mainly the United States. Moreover,
through time the prosperous China created relatively a balanced geostrategic and
political role with the Uniéd States and great powers. The question then is what

and how would be the SinAmerican relations. Professor John Mearsheimer
from University of Chicago assumed that A
30 years much the way it reasons overthe p@st3y ear s. 0 He <carri ed
t hat Afeventually China wil!/ turn i nto a
Awhat wi-Chi bes&Srel ati ons MWFPheugh a strucgueat s t h .
analysis of this question, we can understand why China cannottezaally on

its own way, but on the American way, and why it is becoming more and more

Americanized.

Symmetrically, the best way to understand the price to pay for American
modernity is to measure its impact on the Chinese society. Modernization, which
is- as explained previously and unequivocalln indirect Americanization, has a
lasting impact over the Chinese culture and extensively over the Chinese
nationalism which fAhas a power f ul and i de

making process.
B. American Culture in China

For various reasons, cultural groups do not possess the same access to
peoplebds public |ife. Therefore, certain
through imposing on them their own vision of the world. Indeed, there is a

mutual rdationship between economic strength of a nation and its ability to

" John Mearsheier 6s quotation is taken from a scientific stu
I nternational Policy Studies. The presentation is a s
world, and it deal sWhwi tth,i naas Jatnsn otti tRies ei nPdeiaccaetfeusl,| yAi. 0
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shape foreign cultures. Notwithstanding its remarkable basic successes, China is
stil | far from the United States. Economi
to grow at a rapid rate odbout 10 percent and the United States at 3 percent,
China wi |l stil |l be | ess than half the &ec
(Nye, 275). Accordingly, unbalanced relationship will certainly exist between the

two countries along this period, antiet clash between the two cultures would

obviouslybein favor of the strongeus.

Since Xi aopingos refor ms, t hat wer e €
Jiang Ze mi2n®03)( 10OMAB Hu -2013) prasadéngial {erZn8, Gai3d
the entry to thenternational market, China has known a new age. Economically,
official recent statistics published by the Chinese administration show that
Beijing is experiencing an epoch full of hope. For instance, in the 1950s when
the whole national economy was undée management of the Communist Party,
the annual average of economic growth had never exceeded 8 percent or even
| ess. But after the reforms of the 1980s,
an average annual rate of 10.2 percent, a rate which evebnited States has
never exceeded in its prosperous times. And for the year 2006, Chinese economy

knew an average rate of 10.7 percent (Clunas).

These Statistics show how the reforms are lucrative for China, regardless
of s ome r eajaimo-mairdy rural regions of an unequal share of this
economic prosperity. In this case, globalization has brought into China the first
sparks of social development. In addition, it has given birth to another and new
mass consuming society, according to Kin Chi Lau, nekem o wn i n Chi n:

modern history (31).
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However, Chinese economic positive change has brought other
unexpected and sometimes unwelcomed social changes that are seen as harmful
t o and denying Chinese civilization and
(Xinsheng) over centuries. Trade and importation of cultural products created a
gap that is becoming wider between communities and their culture, and thus with
people consuming foreign American products while they pour their own products
onto the international maket, Chinese society started to be affected by an
American intended cultural imperialism. Writing about this cultural phenomenon,
Domenach argues that China has been weakened by the invasion of foreign goods
and models (173). In addition, with a populati@f more than 1,376,736,500
(Census of 2015), China represents a huge market for American cultural
products. To highlight how American culture operates in China, social order and

consumption in Chinese society need to be carefully analyzed.

1. New Social Orcer on American Style

Social order of a given society is a significant factor that contributes to a
large extant in differentiating cultures from each other. Social structural
cohesion, family system, woman activity and nature of work socialization create
multiple life styles on the planet. Meanwhile, these life styles do not enjoy the
same prospective to express themselves. The French scholar in international
affairs, Hugues Jallon, wrote that due to some historical, geographical,
demographic circumstancesultural groups are not equal in expressing their
differences in human societies (189). Certainly, some do it better than others.
Besides, some progressive Chinese scholars argue that if china is wrestling
underdevelopment, it is due to its etdshionedsocial order, and that every

modernization in China implies a change at these different levels.
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Roughly, the fact of knowing the position of American culture and its
worldwide authority makes people feel the superiority of the United States as an
entity. In the same way, gives thefeeling that the best social order that permits
social development is the American enFor the progressive thinkers who

advocate more social refiois, theAmerican society makes the ideal example to

modernize China, and every attempt beyond this example is a social breakdown.

According to He Qing, the author ddodern and PosModern,these assumptions
have no scientific foundations. He goes further to point out that one reason
behind this Ainferiority complexo that
those progressive, Westernizing and Americanizing thoughts which actually and

from a postcolonial view have nothing to do with the original meaning of the

wo r d Oprogress. 6 When pointing out t he d

theory on contemporary Chinese society, he sums up:

The deep feelings of inferiority brought to the Chinepeople by

progress theory ©6éis the greatest di sast

more severe than Chinaés population prob

in fact touches upon the question of whether five thousand years of

Chinese culture can continue to exisid also relates to the survival

of the Chinese nationd (285).

Nowadays, though there is relatively an intense disagreement over this

i Ssue, mu c h o f Chinese intell ectual s s ha
becoming more and more Americdike, and blindy it is shifting from a
selective imitation to a O6whol esal ed acce
basically common and urban people who make the majority of Chinese society.
This fact makes it clear for S 0 mraosttah a t i n
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7

American cul tur al products contain an Oev

worl do (Keping 140) .

The study of how Americanization léers Chinese social structure denotes
also to which extent the two societieAmerican and Chineseare diffeent and
sometime antagonistic. In this context, it is worthy to clarify that cultures differ
from each other not only in the details but also in the pervasiveness, rigor and
popularity. In some societies, there is virtually a strict agreement on the Kind o
proper and righteous behavior; whereas in others, there may be much greater
diversity and tolerance of difference in judging the same thing. In this case,
Chinese culture is based on uniformity and agreement. In addition, it is basically
made of homogene populations and the dominance of particular beliefs
summed up in Confucianism, whereas the United States with its heterogeneous
social groups insists rather on cultural liberty and freedom. These instances show
how much both social orders are far fromig identical, as they clearly appear

contradicting each other.

However, t he rise o0 for whgtl @sb adlled cul t |
AiTranscuf®tbuyr altoisnegpoh Chan and Eric Ma and 6
John Tomlinsonrunder t he monopoly of Uncl e Samb
traditional order of Chinese society which is being gradually submerged. As a
result, a new society is trialing and corresging to the American one. Although

the pace is slow, many aspects of the Chinese values and ethics have been

converted, and here are some evidences that demonstrate the convergence.

®The use of 6transculturatingd in Joseph Chan and Eri
globalization process in which culture becomes O0trans
interaction that takes place virtually andahich all societies participate. Yet, the concept can be used in the

context of Americanization, as the U.S controls most of the means that produce interaction (media technology).
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For a better understanding of thew Chinese social order resulting
cultural imperialism, the comingparts deal with four central levels that
determine the functioning and describe the essential features of every society: 1.
Social structural cohesion. 2. Family system. 3. Women activity. 4. Nature of

work socialization.

In their daily life, the Chinese have a much more group oriented
community rather than individual centered. When an activity is planned, it is
more common to invite a large group instead of one or two individuals, and the
importance of the activity residas the common interest of the group. This kind
of relati on i n a s oci e tcolleciivisnd c aalsl eodp ploys e §l
6individualism. d The for mer explains why
adopted socialism, because collectivism is one am@nt principle of socialism,
and this makes it compatible to maintain social cohesion in China. In the
collectivistic Chinese culture, people primarily view themselves as members of
the group rather than autonomous individuals. Anthropologists argue thhst
social relation is very important for the survival of the group for it creates
harmony and solidarity. They explain that in many cases it is a result of some

natural and geographical conditions.

In addition, the economic nature of traditional Chin&ieh is rural and
agricultural imposes such collectivism. Before the catch up industrial revolution
of the post Civil War, more than 80 percent of Chinese population lives in rural
areas, and their lives depend on agrarian activities. As a result, inbdenee of
engines and machinery, they developed a communitarian organization in which
ownership and success relies on the contribution of the whole community. For

this reason, activities as well as ownership of property in China are likely to
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happen withina group, and decisions are based on consultation of the group. In
short, the Chinese are guided by the primacy of common interest instead of

personal interest.

Moreover, in the Chinese philosophy and Confucian tradition, it is
inhuman and out of ethics tetand alone against the group, because the latter is
more important and epitomizes all kinds of socializations. Individual experiences
and ideas are not underestimated or ignored, yet they should receive the consent
of the group to go into practice. Fudtmore, in Confucianism individual
experiences cannot survive and endure if they do not prioritize the other or

others, for more a person is selfless more he is admired by and integrated in the

group. Li ang Shumi ng, one out stiaanndisnmg, 0 s |
advocated that I n Confucianism fithe teach
and courtesy in al/l respects embrace emot

words, selflessness is the key characteristic for an ideal human being, ases mak
him fAconsider the other more I mportant t h
as Chinese social order is concerned, collectivism represents the matrix of

Chinese economic activity and social coherence.

Since the last decade of the twentieth centuryltural imperialism has
dramatically transformed the social structure of China. Collectivism has been
replaced by individualism which makes in the other side an important
characteristic of American society. Kin Chi Lau, a Chinese Cultural Studies
Profesor and a member of Asian Regional Exchange for New Alternatives
(AREN), writes that in its blind search for modernity, traditional Chinese culture
which cements the communitietb ased on exchange, reci pr ot

col | ec t-isvthravméto brgetfulness (31). Symmetrically, individualism
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which is associated with American liberty and free market replaces the old order.
This change at the level of a fundamental principle stimulates the assumption that
in the near future Chinese socialist tendgmay vanish with the vanishing of

collectivism to leave free access to liberalism.

This is not all. According to the American activist and distinguished
fellow of The International Forum on Globalization, Jerry Mander, the cultural
change in China has dp impacts on the Chinese psychology. The virtual
American world has made of them dreamers as opposed to hard workers they
were. He argues that even in the remote villages where roads are not yet built,
people dream of cars and big houses. Such psychabgileenomenon indirectly
contributes in intensifying corruption and gang dealers. Mander writes when

reporting a speech of a Chinese protesting against this scourge:

Nos traditions sont en grande partie inspirées par la nécessité de
survivre. Seuls lacoopération et le partage au sein de la communauté,
| 6absence du mat ®r i al i s me, nous per mett

télévision véhicule toujours des valeurs opposées a ctdl€$08).

Without doubt, this cultural influence can be seen positively by sofme
the Chinese, but most of them feel nostalgia to the authentic Confucian values.
However, one thindhatis made clear by scholars in humanities is that whenever
a social group gives up an aspect of its culture, it is not easy to go back and
restore it,and so it is the case with the integrity and coherence in the Chinese

society.

American cultural imperialism has also affected Chinefsanily. If

infiltration of American culture distorts traditional social collectivism, it is
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chiefly because of it succesi® bringing the notion of individualism to the
Chinese family. Hypothetically, if collectivism is very important in Confucian
society, it becomes more important and fundamental within the smallest unit of
that society. Chinese quest for modernity has lgituseveral social changes
which annihilates indirectly but severely the relationships between members of
the same family. In fact, the impact varies from big towns where foreign cultural
products are abundant to remote villages where globalization istivelg
inaccessible. The change in turn imposed many reforms at the level of the family

law which was in the past inspired by traditional China.

Nowadays, Chinese family law is becoming more and more flexible and
inspired by Western judicial culture. Praf®or Michael Palmer makes it clear
Aithe | egal framewor k for family | ife has
problems encountered with the regulatory system built up in the 1980s and early
1990s, 0 coinciding with the tolhangdstakieg or m
pl ace I n Chinese soci etyo (121) . I n add
changes, the effect on Chinese family resulted also in a split in kinship: mainly
between Young and old generations. The split in its part resulted in the imcreas
of eagerness for wealth and materialism. The youth try to mimic the American
6senafde man. 0 As a consequence, men and w
become autonomous. Simultaneously, the role of the elders in teaching the young
generation Chinese Waes and principles is increasingly reduced because of the
growth of per sonarleliynitnegrée spgh ialnods opsheyl. f | n

Helena NorbergHodge® sai d Al saw divisions operat.i

9 Helena NorbergHodge is a Swedish philosopher and a knowledgeable reseaeialized in Asian
societies. Hestudies cover all Southastern countries of Asia including China. Her quotation which | literally
translatednto English is originally written in French
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ditch is hollowed out between the youraqmd the old people, the men and the

wo men, t he rich and the plo@d e 6(s7 9Wwor dsi t e
generation as well as gender issues and the gap stimulated by the growth of
materialism in China. In short and from a commonsense, all aspecthiofese

family around big cities are growing Americanized.

Moreover, nature ofwork socializationshifts from selfsatisfying rural
and agricultural activity to industrialized handwork. During the 1960s and 1970s,
almost all Chinese economy was based gncaulture, yet since the reform period
there has been a fast industrialization. The paradox is that Instead of encouraging
agriculture which is the source of raw material for food industry. The latter has
provoked a misbalance between the two sectors Usxaaccording to some
economist, the state in its search for modernity favored industry on the extent of
agriculture. As a result, a new proletariat emerged with new expectations and in
which psychologically agriculture represents stagnation and povémtysearch
for jobs, Young people prefer to leave the countryside to settle in overcrowded
cities, for in such atmosphere they are more destined to work in factories rather

than in plantations of tea and cotton.

Besides, new work socialization has appeastelaling the workforce of
the other. This socialization, which is seen more secured in term of wages and
conditions of work, occurs in factories; whereas, it was some years ago taking
place in agricultural areas. In fact, this economic metamorphosis lvvegito be
efficient, for it promoted industrial revolution in China. Yet, it ended in many
serious economic and social anomalies such as rural exodus and unemployment.
Disparity of work opportunities and wages between urban and rural regions also

raises nany questions about social equality in communist China. Considerably
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rural populations do not see a significant improvement in their social standard,

and as Anson Chan puts it Ain recent year

the urban areas and thosen t he countryside are wideni

to urban in work socialization is one significant result of globalization and of
course Americanization. Today, new economic intentions to deal with this issue
sprout in the communist administratioand one of their greatest economic stakes
is to keep balance between the two sectors to avoid all kinds of economic
hysteria and at the same time to restore the Chinese tradition of agricultural

wealth.

Furthermore, the status of the Americamvoman which had changed
radically during the 1920s and which is continuing at present to take new shapes
in different feminist movements, has given the Chinese woman a new dimension
to their social role in their country. In the process of Americanization, $Ben
Barbara Bush, the role of women has changed considerably these last years

because of copying the West and because of the-freeket necessities. Bush

statest h at t he Uni ted St ates i has advocated

the emancipation of woeno (104) . I n fact, the Amer.

sphere appears to function very well. Notwithstanding the absence of outstanding
leadingfeminist movements in both political and literahye in China, Chinese
woman is becoming continuously Americdike either in her family duties or in

socic-economic participation.

In the Confucian traditional philosophy, womeamccupy a relatively
subordinate position to men. Besides, Confucian human relations are exclusively
cultivated and developed within a matentered society but in which woman is

regarded as a source of stability and productivity. This is the dominant way of
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approaching the Asian women and the Chinese ones in particular. Correlatively,

this shows clearly why they are chosen to be in producéireas and they make

one overwhelming workforce in the world. This female workforce was mainly
oriented to agricul ture. But by becoming

job market, Chinese women are similarly encountering new perceptions on their

rol e in the society. ARGl obal i zation and ec
noti ces Kir a O6Sullivan, Ai ncreased oppc
increased competition. o I n this way, f ema
modernity their sociafF uncti on i s being pol arized wi't

doubt, the change that occurs in the status of women due to American cultural
influence has affected the Chinese social order which is shifting from a long

tradition of malecentered to a polarizearder.

Actually, the four social levels mentioned previously are in direct
connection and affect each other. Thus, every change at one level will cause
other changes on the other levels, and any alteration brought about by American
cultural imperialism isto affect the whole Chinese social order. The change of
course is not spontaneous as many people think, yet under the influence of the
mobilized media technology and modernization, American life style has
infiltrated China. Nowadays according to Armand Kdart, if American style is
the most preferred style for societies (China in its modernization process) it is
chiefly because it comes from the United States. He argues that this preference is
the result of a new cultural order imposition (331). Peopledtéo believe that
they have chosen their fashionable culture, but in modern age their choice may

likely be a result of a well planned strategy which aims at imposing American
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ideas on norAmerican societies. As a consequence of a foreign American culture

infiltration, a new social order is weaving @hina.

2. Consumerism and Coceacolonization of China

Postcolonial scholars and realist critics define Americanization as well as
globalization as a homogenization of world culture on the Western and Amenicdel.
This school of thought views in world contemporary changes, which started in the second half
of the 20th century, a move towards a more standardized and unique universal culture because

of one side flows of goods, technological revolution, andrmatiional exchanges of cultural

product s. I ntell ectuals use several concept
culture, & OMcDonalization, 6 6écnoal sosn iczualtti uorned, 6a
of them.

According to Berger, Beck andl a j a, gl obalization which
Americané cul tur al tradition is considered ¢
and an assaul't on | ocal cultureso (Hassi 9)

disaster, but @inese intellectuals and officials continue to fear what will be the future impacts
of the weaving culture. What is obvious to them is that two completely different cultumes

of the West the other of the Eastin never coexist in the same societyotiner words, any
incursion of American culturento China means and requires an exclusion of local cultural
traditions and practices. Of course, this scenario may certainly sustain Chinese national

economy; however, it clearly threatens Chinese natioealiiy.

This part is thus related to the role pl
the process of cultural homogenization and in the birth of a new social consumption in China.
Cultural products include all items, material or virtual, thatruttea gi ven soci ety?®o

that function through several means and carriers. Accessible television programs, wide spread
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movies, famous public places and managerial corporations, for instance, are seen to
disseminate cultural products of American isttial superpower which has become the icon

of Western hegemony. Knowing that Chisaa big country of almost 1.5llon censuses, it

makes the ideal international market which has attracted the Americans sinc® temti®y.
Besides, the flow of Améan cultural products and their consumption in China is of a
strategic interest for the United States in order to keep a big hand on Eastern Asia and to push

the Taiwanese liberal democracy westward to the mainland.

Because television, internet and oth@eegans of communication represent important
areas of entertainment I n peoplebs daily | if
associating these means with industry and marketing. Noam Chomsky, political theorist, calls
this modern virtual markeindustry of advertisement (16) which developed first of all in the
United States in the 1950s. Americans feed their TV programs with advertisements presenting
their cultural products of food, clothes, architecture, cinema, and mainly ideas and ways.
Since the 1990s, all these products have found a free way to China, and they have become
Adobjectsd sought after and imitated by many

relation between Media and China consumption as follows:

Cultural transformatin in contemporary China is endowed with innovation and
creativity by various social and cultural agents. These agents navigate the endless
points of cultural multiplexes through representation, production, consumption and
circulation. As such, interplay tfzer than simplified dichotomies is brought to the

centre of media and cultural transformation in China (16).

In fact, advertisements play a significant role in business strategy and market
research which aim is to convince and persuade audiences whis@@m@asumers. In this
context, expertise of psychologists and behaviorists is vital to make of mass media an imperial
tool, as they know when and how pictures, words and slogans would have impacts on the
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viewers as well as listeners. CNN broadcastingfemdCinema are famous advertisers of half

a century of experience in broadcasting in all domains. In Chinese cultural context, media
technology stands fahe Trojan horse; it permits American cultural products, designed for
consumption abroad, to enteretlworld market not only from airports and seaports but also
from TV screens. For instance, thanks to it, many trademarks such as Coca Cola can be

viewed by a huge number of people all over the world several times a day.

Nowadays, many regions in the world¢luding the rising China, are shaken by the
Ameri can cul tur al i nvasi on because of peo
consumption. Because of American advanced seen modernity, mass communication and other
historical advantages, as predicted bynEza=anon and Aimé Césaire, a feeling of inferiority
and dependence is incessantly growing. Many scholars regard this attitude as a result of
psychological effects of cultural propaganda. The Chinese young generation, for example,
idealize American worldrad t he United Sates i s fiperceiyv
Ameri can Dream [its] greatest i nspirationo
Accordingly, the Chinese society which has one of world economical consumption around the
1980s is today growingverwhelmingly a consuming society on the American style in its way
of clothing, the clothes fashion, TV programs and series, and food culture. As a consequence,
words such as hamburger, McDonald and hip hop which translate deeply American

consumerism arevidely used in contemporary China.

James L. Watson, editor of and contributotG@ | den Arches East: \Y
East Asia(1998), studied fast food consumption in Beijing and many other Asian big cities.
Wat sonbés book i s de v offoedksysteroin @hina andithesfunaionings e st
of transnati onal gl obal culture, but It sho
cultureo in Eastern Asi a. Nowadays, Ameri ca

fast food of beeburgers, hanbburges and other take out sandwiches has opened many
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spaces in China wunder the famous gl obal «c¢amg
20"c alone, more than 70 McDonaldo6és outl ets

sorrowfully food McDonalizéon in China and writes:

McDonal dés is perceived as a symbol of Am
Chinese used to sneer at. Today American food has been launched in China and

represents a challenge to classic Chinese food because it has captureé Chines
children6és taste buds before their parents

of delicious traditional foods. (Keping 135)

In fact regardless o€hina, McDonald fast food serves more than 69 millions of
customer s every d ay maatooso Odiside ghe Westerr2 Wwdrl@, 6 s e
consumption of this cultural product is chiefly concentrated in the youth, while the elders

continue to popularize traditional dishes.

In the same way, Coca Cola which was first marketed in Chitieeib920s has won
celebrity in China where the sale rate reaches the first ranks in the last decade. Some
intell ectual s and soci aifColacniivatsiten o6t efnar ttol
consequences it may have and for its special hegemonic implications in muti@hati
corporations. Bush advocates that @A6Coca Col
worl d have changed tastes and economic org
identifies their role in reshaping economic and trade relationships atatiteral level as well
as the relations between workers and working place at local level. In the same way, George
Ritzer defines McDonaldization as nefficienc

predictability and uniformity, emphasizes quantinot quality, and uses #wman
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technol ogy t o2 JhnnTomlinsbn calle thip lereerging American culture

Ai nternational food cultureo (273).

These statements highligtite extento which American food culture is related to a
whole socialsystem, as it is related to a chain in which family daily life, working conditions
and urbanization are intermeshed to impose McDonald culture and the latter in turn suites
them. In short, the change that occurs in the Chinese social order, as it ispaeyu@asly, is
supposed to lead directly and simultaneously to change in the social consumption. Thus it is
arguable that McDonaldization and CeCalonization is converging Chinese consumption to

a common American food culture, assisted by mass commiam@nd standardization.

Cinema and music are to other areas of consumption in modern world, and American
influence in this area is noticeable and woi
the thriving Chinese film industry, people in Chipegefer movies from Hollywood. Today,

China is the first consumer of American cinema in Asiathe late 1990s, Robert W.
McChesneypoint out thateven the Chinese president Jiang Zemin in a speech in front of
Chinabos Nati onal P e o pU.& Blazkbu&er filgnTitansc 115p ifai s e d
American cinema is already at the summit of Chinese society, its way to common people is
certain. Even American series become famous among Chinese who laterdifiteggcan

small families of four or three members.

Hong Kong is the Chinese capital of arts. It displays yearly an international music
festival and organizes a variety of cultural and artistic manifestations. It owns several
outstanding music corporations such as Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and étang K
Chinese Orchestra which even the Chinese themselves consider as lucrative and developing

companies. However, wave after wave of different American music genres represent a

?% George Ritzer’s definition is reformulated and cited in Bush’s Imperialism and Postcolonialis{2006).
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cultural steamroller running over local authentic music. As a result, bluésanokoll, rap

and countnhavebecome entertaining styles and a source of inspiration for Chinese singers.

Many surveys conducted in mainland China (regardéésBaiwan and Hong Kong)
reveal that Chinese society is very well connected to the Americhavaual industry, and
stars in this field are also famous and imitated by the Chinese youth. B&mdegsan public
figures reaclordinary people in China and names such as Michal Jackson, George W. Bush,
Oprah Gail Winfrey, Arnold Schwarzeneggerand Hiar y Cl i nt on take par
speeches and dialogues. In his description of the evolution of Chinese consumerism, Brian Qi

says:

Since the 1980s, more and more commaodities, movies, videos, country music, rock
androll, Donald Duck, Mickey Mous@nd American brand toys, values and culture

have hit the Chinese market. Even purely entertainment products with little ideological
bent demonstrate and advocate something of the Western life style that exerts

enormous impact on people, especially youeggbe in developing countries.

The mpact of cultural imperialism haalways been greater on the younger
generation, because itpsimarily the intendedand the targetedocial category. Moreover, it
is psychologically fragile anébr the most caseisinocent to be suspicious tie American
intentions. As it functions at the level of the Children, it is then clear that cultural imperialism

impacts are not immediate, but letegm and lasting ones.

In the context of Children targeting, the Walt Disn@égmpany which has so far
produced many famous cartoons among children is an entertainment and Media Corporation
set up in Burbank, California. Since its creationthieanthe 1980s, this company has affiliated
multiple branches and built parks visited bygaunumbers of peopleom all over the world

every day Today, even the Chinese can spend their veeekas Americans do at Disney
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Park. Indeed, the opening of Disneyland in China in 2005 is a great succtdssAorerican

transnational industry. Childne6s cabl e channel s, the Cartoo
Channel now exi st in China and fAclaim cl ose
audienced (Rauschenberger 22). Further more,
general as thelCi ef actors in cultural productso6 con

their vulnerability in front of cultural imperialism. In the same way as the Chinese Brian Qi,
the American food scholar and researcher in impaaly of consumption system on s&t@s

Eric Schlosser hints at children impassion in consuming American:

Mc Donal doés soon | oomed l arge in the imagi

audience for the ads. The restaurant chain evoked a series of pleasing images in a

A

youngst er 6s lom)apkyground, a toyh @ clowr a drink with straw,
little pieces of food wrapped up like a present. Kroc had succeeded, like his old
Red Cross comrade [Walt Disney], at selling something intangible to children,

along with their fries. (42)

As thetime passes and the 2tentury progresses, the debate on cultural imperialism
becomes more and more sophisticated as it functions indirectly and smoothly through
multinational corporations like McDonald, Coca Cola, Hollywood, Disneyland corposation
and manyother companies which shape and sthi Chinese consumptiotradition from
local to global. Intellectuals agreed on the fact that as far as China continues to make profit of
globalization which widepened the Chinese market to such companies, it rendéficult
for the society to stothe American influence and reduce its impact on both social order and

consumption.
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3. Linguistic Americanization of China: English vs. Mandarin

Observedby manyjust as a means of communication, language hasonly inits
communicative effeeta much bigger role in the making of great civilizations. Many
anthropologist sumup the history of human beings in the evolution of its language system
for it is one and the unique testifier ancient historical events.Language represents
eventually the platform on which scientific and historical verification is possible. The advance
of pre-historical Babylonia and Egyptian Pharaonic civilization for instance is related mainly
to the elaboration of Cuneiform and Papywisich make two of the greatest amntions of
human civilization athat time. Inthe same way, Greek and Latin played a significant role in
the rise of Rome and Greece to form undefeatable empires in the last centuries before Christ
and early centuries AmnDomini. Symmetrically, they endorsed the spreathefChristian
religion in its early age in Europe and North Africa. Unequivocally, Arabic in which the
wholly Koran is transmitted and standardizezhtributed tothe wide spread ahe Muslim
culture toa large portion of the globe as wellias he est abAl sUdmfemndd of 6
the Industrial Revolution, English, Spanish and French became the ultimate references to
di stinguish the O6civilizedd from t haeof dunci

investigation in the analysis tie colonial discourse.

Accordingly, language functions as the parameter and the pivot around which human
cultural experience is weaved and stored, and it represents the bank in which cultural heritage
is safely preserved. In the words lofguistics ProfessoHa i d i H a hidtoeyyof, theii t h e
meaning of nearly every word is a |little cu
does not function only at the level of social order and consumption, but it has a lion share at
linguistic level where it implies the wide spreadEmglish in almost althe human societies.
More importantly, linguistic imperialism surges in universities and schools which symbolize

the intellectual elite ofhe society and in which English is taught as the first foreign language

138



in many countries.n fact, it becomes the Langua Franca in business and technological

interactions and each time people find difficulties to communicate.

The lingust Robert Phillipson devoted an entileook entitled Linguistic
Imperialism providing some examples of linguistic hegemontesillustratethe role of the
languagéan promoting cultural homogenization regionalgs it was the case with Frenar
globally-as it is the case with today @melabgnagd i s h .
may plausibly kb a form of cultural domination. Besiddse reveals differeneducational
programs elaboratethy the United States and Great Britain to establish a new world
intellectualism based on Engligmowing and Englistteaching. In oneof his recent
contributions toThe Guardianh e noti ces that the AUS and UK
language teaching expertise around the world is undermining multilingualism and education

opportt#nities. o

A number of tudies in social sciences unvefiat language and culture, though
standing for two different things, form one entity because they make the premigkich
national identities of social groupsst Claude Levis Strauss for instance identified how far it
is crucial to learrabout thdanguage to know abotite culture, and at the same time how far
it is fundamental to know the culture of a given society to understand appropriately its
language. In all his studies that he defended along his life and that manifest scientific
reliability, he foregrounds that it is impossible to succeed in studying a society without
knowing about its language, as it is impossible to decipher the structure of sentences and the
meaning of words when lacking knowledge about the culture in whickethiencesind the
wordsargpr oduc ed. AWho says | anguage says cul tur

them is complementary so that it is impossible to mention one without the other. Similarly,

“Phillipson, Robert. @ALiI nguiThe GiuadianMarghe4, 2042, i sm Al i ve an
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2012/mar/13/linguistiperialismenglisklanguageteaching
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the famous | inguist Edwar da®g gangtiveiindex ofthef i e s
culture of a peopleo (27); what makes | angl
access to culture. Consequently, the study of American cultural imperialism in China requires

a study of linguistic imperialism.

Most re@nt statistics by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) release that Chinese is the most spoken language and the first in this
classification. However, It i's mainlyndue t ¢
put China at the top of the pyramid of national languages in the world. Despite that, Chinese
is only spoken in China, and it is not used as a medium outside Chinese frontiers. On the
contrary, English, though not as important as Chinese at sfhttagpuages 6 | evel ,
worldwide used language which even the Chinese master in their current daily affairs. For
di fferent reasons, AEngl i sh | anguageé i s b
increasingly spoken in business circles all over Europe age lparts of Asia [including
China]lJ]o ( Thomas 12). Currently, this Kkind

China, but its initial impacts testify about its social move. Yu Keping stresses:

Learning English is a major task for students at unitress colleges, high schools,
middle schools and even some primary schools. An English test is required not
only for the equivalent of SSATs for job promotions and even to be hired for
some jobs. English terms and names used to be transcribed withs€hine

characters; way the trend has been rever§eah)

OEnglish | anguage hegemonydé s regarded
imperialism in China which is moving forward in the program of modernization. Here are two

strategic reasons that paved Wy to English incursion arnit wide spread on thdetriment

22 SSAT stands for Secondary School Admission Test administetbd Amglo-Saxon countries to provide
standardized measures to evaluate students®é admission

140



of the Chinese language. The first is related to Chinese uselessness in foreign affairs. In
effect, the nature of international political and economic relations necessitates or even forces
peope to use English. After the entry of China to the global market, globalization has
spontaneously imposed a shift to a global language which is specifically American English,
and henceMandarinhas become useless outside China. Besides, as Maragarinis not

well received in communicatiopurposesthe most appropriate language to use when dealing

with neighboring as well as other countries is English.

The second reason is related to internal open door market. Since 2001, China has
become a member in éhWorld Trade Organization. This measure imposes on China to
reduce government control over economy, as it imposes also a decréassuhbsidies and
the restrictions orthe foreign investors. These steps are important at national level because
the Chinese administrationhas to deal and encourage foreign investors for the sake of
economic development and technological exchange. In fact, nowadays in this kind of relations

English is indispensable to save time in communication.

Today, howeverMandarin comparing to other languages over the world is not
excessively threatened thanks to the power it has at national scale and because of the
freshness of Sindmerican relations. The threat is chiefly on the Chinese minor languages.
At this level, it is ess#tial to mention that though approximately 95 percerthefpeople in
China speakMandarin which is the language ahe Hars (the dominant ethnic group),
Chinese communities speak multiple of other languages such as Tibetan, Mongolian, Lolo,
Miao and Tai.These minor languages which obwsty play a significant role in th€hinese
cultural heritage and diversity are those much more threatened by American cultural

imperialism. This makes it understandable why the UNESCO warns against the extinction of

age@t number of | anguages namely O0the threate
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The Spanish scientist, diplomat and former Dire@General of UNESCO, Frederico
Mayor claims that the death of languages is accelerated by several factors related to
globalization (338). The geneizd impacts of global telecommunication, the intensified
American propaganda and the emergence of new styles of consumption have incessantly
contributed to the disappearance of many languages. Statistics reveals that the proportion of
langwages in dangeis very high in EBstern Asia (ibid).In this context, ntellectuals
emphasizechiefly the reason of cultural propaganda, for they do not underestimate its
concessions in shaping pewgyflowwobinformatiod Theand i n
latter have cnsequently caused a mass consumption of U.S made or approved products which
in turn have led to a globalized American culture where English becomes the medium
between consumers embodied in Chinese market and the advertisers embothed in
American ways.n short, Chinese social reality and the nature of Chinese relations with the
external world confirm the need for American language as a tool to integrate the world of

mass communication and mass culture where China is involved since three decades.

Side by side with Great Britain, American policies over the world aim at
strengthening Englishlanguage rather than sustaining multilingualism. Sustained by
universities, private schools and organized trainings in the U.S, American administration and
embassies iparticular set multiple programs to wide spread American English and to make it
the first global linguistic hegemony. For instance, the program of American Corners, such as
that of Macau University in China, and educational aids which are destined ofitg to

teaching of English without doubt encourage countries to abandon their own linguistic

heritage. AThe resear c hbasedv inuftienguel eeducation isnot h e |
unambi guous. 0 Phi |l | i pnsedium eduaakion ;1 pasttolomabrextsr , A En
t hat neglect mother tongues and | ocal cul tur

According to Phillipson, English Language Teaching (ELT) that he analyzes deeply in his
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Linguistic Imperialismis committed to establish English momgual world through teaching

policies and plans which are sometimes exposed as scientific knowledge.

As they deal directly with schools and universities, these kinds of policies are
destined more importantly to influence the intellectual class of thetgotmethis context,
Bush points out t hat AnuU. S. uni versities an:i
programmes, have penetrated educational syst
(195). In fact, the effectiveness or ineffectivenessheke programs in the Chinese society
depends on the consciousness and the role played by the intellectual class. In China, few
intellectuals acting on the mainland, fortunately for Confucian culture, adhere to these cultural
programs, yet the latter rage basically the intention of common people who continue to see
every aspect of American society as a step towards modernization. Consequently, under
informal cultural imperialism, learning and teaching English language remains a key way to

maintain Amercan hegemony in China.

In modernChina, it is hesitantly noticed that the last generation wdteistudy
English rather than Chinese which is more and more spoken just as mother tongue and not
privileged in crucial domains. Symbolizing modernity and science, English in contrast is
favored by people, and though it is taught as a foreign languagke# more space in some
fields in China. The U.S business executive,
more Chinese studying English than there ar
in a general context that young people lose intaretheir mother tongue and want to learn
only English (108). Sooner or later, this phenomenon will condemn national languages and

cultural values to disappear or at least will diminish their role in social life.

As highlighted earlier, postcolonial schalrs synthesize that every language

represents a cultural storing bank and a mirror of national identity, as it expresses an ideology
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and one conceptualized life style of the society speaking the same language. Hence, taking on
another language is taking oanther ideology. This view is shared among many
anthropologists, linguists and thinkers of different historical stages and of different social
backgrounds. American English in turn carries and symbolizes the values and the principles

of American societyWwi ch makes up a | i beral democracy.
of a civilization. o6 Defends Al astair Pennyco
to support the existence of a given aniall tur al
administrations of the 1950s and the 1960s struggled to keep their languages used in the
former colonies. In the same way, France for instance maintained financial aids through CCFs
(Centres Culturels Francais) and other exchamggrammesto keep Fench in schools,
universities and administration of the newly independent Algeria because it is a direct

testimony of imposing French civilization on other #enench societies.

Accordingly, if the Chinese enjoy openly English language, it means thaétihay
American culture aa whole including values of democracy and liberalism which at present
fuel Chinese intellectual debate at the middle of modernization atmosphere. This linguistic
situation of course can stimulate another larger issue whichnsone linguistic but cultural,
and reasonably if Chinese enjoy English language, over time they are likely to abandon their
mother tongue, something that is going to provoke in the near future cultural uprooting in

China.

To synthesize, after a brief hisimal insight on SineAmerican relations in general,
which eventually reveals how much vulnerable China was in front of Western Entpees,
Chinese case demonstrates that culture is the matrix and the catalyst of American modern
strategy in dominating theglobe and in reducing neAmerican (sometimes Western)
societies to Americanulture consuming societies. Without doubt, this fact has a far lasting

impact on China because it touches crucial social aspects of this country and puts in danger its

144



national dent i tvy. Spontaneously and wunconsci ous|l
policy of the 1980s and the adoption of the American style have to a large scale distorted
Chinese traditional social structure which ensures simultaneously popular integiity an
national stability. In a country of almost a billion and half of inhabitants, integrity and
stability are surely more important than other institutional privileges. In addition, the
incursion of American culturéento the Confucian world has given birtb & new social
consumption growing analogous with Macdonald model. Actually, in recent years
observations demonsteathow Chinese people experienee metamorphosis from an
economical and newasting people to the opposite. The origin of this shift is smi& from

the Confucian tradition, which sanctifies natural resources and encourages reasonable use of
them, to the American consuming tradition. In fact, such change in the attitudes has made of

China a beneficent market for American multinational capons and cultural products.
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Chapter Four: Chinese Cultural Resistance andPerformance

To the states or any one of them, or any city of the Staessst much, Obey Little,
Once unquestioning obedience, once fully enslaved,
Once fully enslaved, no nation, state, city, of this earth, ever afterward resumes its

liberty. Walt WhitmamteBd)t he

By three methods we may learn wisdom: first by reflection, which is noblest;
second, by imitation, which easiest; and third by experience, which bifgigst

(Confucius)

Introduction

The steamroller of the American cultural imperialismtie world does not pass
without stimulating reactions of different kinds, and the eve of tiec2mtury, which makes
the nutshell of globalization, has already shown the sectmomic limits of American
culture in the other corners of the world. Whetadying the aftermaths of American
imperialism in the scrutiny of culture, one may guess how much genius and smart is Uncle
Samés soft power, as it functions both econo
far as it avoids direcor military interventiors which harasses continuously and deeply the

White Houseds 6force of exampled on the detr
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Besides, it is conceivable that scholars on the ground of cultural hegemony disagree
over t he Iguenceseon the sodeties e on the world geostrategic relations.
Meanwhile, we may guess through the jpweg analysis and discussioasailablein the
previous chapters that overall the phenomenon has provoked a confusing situation which in
turn divided the views into agreement and disagreement, acceptance and rejection, and
sympathy and mistrust. As defended early, the outcome of the hullabalocdineghseviews
denotes that cultural hegemony brought forth negative results and endorses economic and
social misbalancevhich, at the end, subordinatest h e r countrieso6 |ifes
interests of the United States. In other words, the views defending the wide infiltration of the
American life style into other countries aim at obnubilating Wasbimgb s r e a | and he

intentions.

In the same context, China is so far the only country which went forth in the debate
of cultural hegemony, and since the 1990s, it has experienced tremendous changes at multiple
structural levels. Its process of modeatian has opened the door to the American culture
which in turn annihilated partially the Chinese social identity. For Beijing, the Challenge is
currently crystallized, because cultural imperialism has got domino effect on all aspects of life
of the Chines. In addition, because Chinia its Great Lead Forwarccannot go back, the
only thing to do is to resist and protect its independence throsgffieient protection of its

cultural heritage.

Therefore, this chapter studies Chinese cultural resistartbe light of globalization
and modernization; it shows to which extent China is committed to face the American cultural
imperialism in favor of its own ways and competences. Yet, this time the struggle is
noticeably scientific and intellectuedther tha a hand to hand fighin fact, at this stage, one
may see clearly how the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese social activism converted

resistance against a foreign superpower to an internal performance. Of course, studying the

151



Chinese strategy of sestance from a distant angle would certainly open new perspectives for

historians and researchers in general. An American historian has aptly summarized:

In the domain of history a shift in the angle of observation will often bring into
view new andmportant vistas and will create such new impression of old scenes

as to alter our ideas of the whole landscape (Andrews 43)

Chinese strategy does not consider resistance which inspires opposition and
battlefield struggle; rather it inspires innovationtire process of modernization. Actually,
this important element makes one irreplaceable foundation and the bedrock for postcolonial
thinkers who believe strongly that every modern resistance should fetch its practices from
scientific promotion and economilourishment which in themselves rely on the transgression
of the authentic and local cultures. It transcends one characteristic of the postcolonial society
in its rejection of the traditional defensive armed wars to the determent of the offensive non

violent philosophy.

To a large scale, the Chinese administration is ahead in this figidacigstrategy,
and its major feat in cultural, economic and pcéti competences demonstrates Chinese
devotiontoturnthe nemy 6 s weapon agairendyfBeijngasaculfucal st at ¢
entity, contrary to many other cultural entities all over the world, knows very well that the
best way to buffer the American hegemony is not only by imitation but also by intellectual
and scientific performance. Hence, thishapter goes through three types of these
performances which illustrate how Chineiéarch winds and April showers bring forth May
flowersband why China today, regardless thie numberof obstacles it may encounter in its
path and the historical weaknesgésch continue to fragment the Chinese house, is vibrating

and making profits from globalization.
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Implicitly, the three types of performaredeveloped in this chapter permit us to
know why china is today the only countig@mong the so called developinguntries which
makes economic profits of the dlalization, and why it surpriseke world by its economic
growth rate which, according to some scientific figures and numbers, has never beerdachieve

by any other superpower recorded history.

A. Cultural P erformance

Though it standfor the abstract components obaciety, culture is irreversibly the
factor which makes human groups different from each other. It is by referring to the
underlying values, social structures and languages that people comnabedorize and
classify human communities. On this basis, cultural disparity does not certainly stand for
civilizational clash as defended by the American State Adviser Samuel Huntington. It does
not denote in any way imposition; on the contrary, it denogéther from a philosophical or a
religious reasoning coexistence and exchange of experiences among human beings of
different cultural entities. In a strict sense, culture sums up the existing local, independent and
distinct experience of a given sogietvhich shares the same geographical boundaries. In
short, it is the common heritage on which the identity of a society is premised and fixed
t hroughout ages. As suggested by John Tomlin
local communitie ( 26 9) . Eventuall vy, culture and i det

cultural identity.

The two concepts are at the centre of Chinese ingaretiie modernization process.
The tight link ketween them leads everybody tosiagle rational thinkig: every assault
against the Chinese way is an assault against the Chinese identity which makes the ultimate
source of social integrity and ensures continuity of socialization on the mainland. Without

doubt, cultural hegemony side by side with the nondtiaoe of resistance and performance
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has always been the first factor behind the disappearance of some cultural entities in the
Southeast Asia and elsewhere in the world. The reports of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization NESCO) warn against this cultural genocidal threat

which roams with the globalization and the so called modernization on the American style.

As a consequence and as explained in the third chapter, the modernization move in
the region has brought new soc@nfigurations and put the orthodox intellectual class as
well as the Communist Party in a the dilemma of how to go ahead in the social changes
without | osing the Chineseness of China, I . €
scientific work an cultural intelligence, David C. Thomas and Kerr Inkson observe dkat
is the case with China, Cultural imperialism does not all the times weaken its subjects; rather,
it mobilizes them since fAmost socitetlturess no we
under threat are protected from subeaeafgence
Beijing is that one day China will loojst like any other American departmeand the
Chinese, from Fukuyamaods L asbehavdarihesdame ayr vy , W |
Americansdo. Obviously, this has nothing spontaneous, but according to the international
political scene there is a great imperial strategy which aims at neutralizing the world
culturally. Accordingly, the entry of China in the coetion with the great powers will
seriously continue, and its cultural relations with the United Sates will surely determine the

fate d the international relations ihe 2£' century.

Chinese administration recogaiyetehstiniehe | nt
the war is not similar to the other wars fought in Vietham, Afghanistan and Irag. This one is
an Aundecl ared war o (Dufour) relying on cul't
its own way to the valorization of the old Chiné€senfucian heritage which shapes deeply the
Chinese society, as it has engagedha revitalization of its cultural identity via media

technology and world cultural exhibitions. Hence, Confucian revival and cultural exhibitions
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are the two significant meaes to maintain balance between social modernization and total

independence of China.
1. Confucian Revival

Confucianism represents the ultimate source of values and the mirror of conformism
in China. No doubt, the concept is not as simple as we utter iit, fainmaries one unity of
conception of life in many Asian countries. John Berthrong wrote in his contribution to the
study of the Chinese philosophy: Al am awar e
Confucian discoursand practice has been irhiGao ( 132) . There has be
debate over whether Confucianism is a religiomat. Even the Chinese scholais,whom
Confucianism is part of their daily life and pafttheir educational experiencdo not share
the same views hereufdnthey disagree about the degree of religiosity of the concept in the

Chinese popular belief. Lee Rainey puts it:

The debate about whether or not Confucianism is a religion continued on through
the twentieth century and, in some circles, continues todaye Trave been, and

are still, those scholars who have understood Confucianism as a religion; others
have argued that Confucianism is not a religion but something else, often, a

philosophy (232).

However, this complication does not prohibit ordinary learrier&now through
different texts of the past and of the present that for ages the philosophy of Confucius (551
BC- 479 BC) has been manufacturing the Asian societies, as it continues today to haunt the
Chinese mind. And actually, every cultural change nin@ is in a broader sense a change in

the Confucian wisdom.

# Xi nz ho n gintroductio® $o Confucianismis an impressive and informative book written about
Confucianism. It includes different views and it synthesizes the cumulative knowledge @bofutcian

philosophy Besi des, it foregrounds fia clearer view of hov
means in the present. o
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Since the beginning of the 2@entury in the context of the American missionism
and the Western imperialism, Confucianism has engaged in a long struggle for survival. It
supposedly appears that only its adaptability guarantees its long life in the Chinese populace.
Notwithstanding inernal and external attempts to erode the old tradition which forges the
Chinese identity, Confucianism keeps on taking new forms of resistance and changes itself to
sustain its moral and spiritual premises. In fact, it was not only on the target of thiea#me
cultural hegemony, but it was also widely exposed to the darfigee communist trend of the
postWorld War period. This trend brought some radical economic and political reforms

which sooneraffected the existing social veracity.

After some failure in the measures to sustain the proletariat revolution, the first
generation of the Chinese communist leadlevao Tsetung at the helni saw defects in the
Confucian school which was regarded as idealistic and excessively rationalistic. This
tendency wa one of the reasons which triggered the Cultural Revolution in Beijing. It aimed
chiefly at cleaning the society from all the old practices which, according to Mao, buffered the
expected modern society and egalitar@mna. In this way, the revolutonwa At o t ouch
peoplebs soulso (Dittmer 105) by chall engin
ideas, old culture, old customs and old habits. Knowing that the Four Olds were built upon the
living Confucian tradition, the revolution was fundanediytto contain the latter and replace

it with the communist ideology.

Right after the revolution, the communist administration proceeded to the
implementation of new educational reforms in which the Confucian share was slim. Instead, it
brought educationn line with the communist ideology. Accordingly and in this way,
Confucian scholars were singled out and distanced from instructing schools, and
Confucianism was undoubtedly marginalized. As a result, a gap stretched between the new

generation of the yohtand their national identity. In fact, the gap that caused the youth
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uprooting worsened the situation and made of the Chinese culture more and more vulnerable

in front of the American cultural infiltration.

The failure of the Maoist economic modernizatiand the other attempts of
modernization based on the Western way have pushed the Chinese administration to revise its
policy which tends each time to leave its proper wisdom aside. The British thinker and
political activist, Tariq Ali, in his analysis dhe Chinese evolution since 1945, deduces that
the smartness of the leaders of China lies in their ability to learn from their mistakes. He
explicitly says: At he |l eader s of t he Co mmt
recognized that there were mistake t hey deci ded that the syst

system wasnodét working: what to do?o0

Since the 1980s, the Communist Party comes to deduce that every positive social
change necessitates the implication of local knowledge. It comes also to dedtice th
Confucianism was not the obstacle as it was pretended during the Revolution; on the contrary,
it may sustain both the economic progress and the political structure with ethics and wisdom
to avoid the biggest enemy of China: Chaos. Therefore, side ey vgith the Four
Modernizations, it has become the catalyst of change and at the centre of intellectual interest.

At this level, it is worthy to notice nowadays how seriously modernization is adapted to the
Chinese culture, and how carefully Confucianisnadgapted to the modernization. Noticing

t his adaptation, Yao wr ot e nAsS an array o]
Confucianism had been under constant changes, which were both the source of its energy and

the basis of its vitalityo (246) .

Theest oration and promotion of this O0ONew
ever the inspiration of the time. Indeed, when it comes to how to recover from the economic

disaster of the early communist strategy, a great intellectual debate in the Chinessti@siver
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has brought to the scene the Chinese khow with new adjustments. Some scholars went
Even further to say that nowadays6 economic
school which prohibited the vanishing of national identity, presenattnal integrity and
structured the society around the modernization process. In a way, tHeoN&aian option

has conciliated between material life which goes with the economic commitment to
regenerate wealth in China and the spiritual-selfivation which teaches cohesion, self

reliance and social duties.

In this cultural resistance prospect, Beijing mobilizes media technology to promote
Confucian popular culture which is no¥ yet
resulted in the globalation. Chinese interest in popular culture is not behind the times but
new, and it revolutionizes the Chinese cultural products industry. Haiging Yu points out that
Al n t INew Epaplrowever, a newly commercialised popular culture has taken centre
stge in Chinese cultural and economic product
and eclectic natureo (22). I n effect, t houg
circumstances religions, tradition and carries the wisdom of the ChatiesseConfucianism
i's at present the ©pivot of the popul ar dai
socialization. In addition, the updated new Confucian way in the modernized media
technol ogy dall ows one t o heaealadonshipsmfahe éocalh al a n
nati onal and global o (ibid). 't i s worthy tc
at all the intention to reject completely what is culturally external to China, yet it makes it

sure that the Chinese identity whi enhances the national pride is safe from the

standardization of world cultures. The mass infiltration of the American culture in the big

24 The concept is coined by John Tomlinson in his study of globalization and cosmopolitanism. It denotes the
cultural make up resulted in the interaction of two or more cultures. He argues that in the globalization era
6compl ex c¢onnec tdominated/bithe Arsericar culture.he t i me s
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cities pushes Beijing to admit transculturation, yet at the same time it pushes it to assess the

local over the outder.

2. Cultural Exhibition and Mobilization

In historical studies, as in many other studies, a global andateqoerception of a
given eventcan never be achieved without a meticulous perception of the details. Besides,
every misrepresentation or misinterpretation in the details, teah@lar may underestimate
or give less importance, minimizes the scientific accuracy in the study. In ancerdone
may underestimate the role of cultural exhibition and sensitization in the agenda of cultural
resistance. All over the world, cultural exhibitions are the best opportunities to know and
di scover oneds and ot her 6s6 waulst.urlems sauceh dde
celebrated, in a way to build a bridge between the individual and his culture, and the

i ndi vi dual and the othersodé cultures.

To resist cultural hegemony, the Chinese cultural institutions have adopted this
preventive option eittr inside China or outside in international occasions. One instance to
illustrate this option is the Shanghai World Expo of 2010. From May to October of the same
year, the banks of Huangpu River which held the ceremony became the visited land of
peoples from different corners of the world. The central government spent huge sums of
money to clear and equip a site of more tBakm?2 with an innovative architecturena
technology which transcends Ghinese culture. Theloganof the universal exhibition
0 BtertCity i Bet t e trahsiatesetildee Confucian mode of a harmonious life where
modernity is nourished with ethics and where industrial development is conciliated with

ecology protection.

Attended the exhibition, Urso Chappell, the founder and the direcf

ExpoMuseum.com, commentédl t 6 s a gr eat opportunity for
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create new ones, 0 he excitingly added by t
pavilion, and thatdéds going to oevieorseead nWiyt H e a
the participation of the worltig corporations whose cultural products are famous globally,

such as Coca Cola and Disney Land, China opened widely the doors of exchange and more
importantly competition with the United States. This reflects clearly the policy of the
Communist Party towardsiternational affairs and modernization strategy. Implicitly and
pragmatically, Dong Xiaoping puts it I n ver

what thecolourof t he cat is, as | ong as it catches 1

Obviously, the world expo was a livelypportunity for Shanghai to exhibit its
wisdom and its cultural contribution to the human civilization, more importantly, because it
was a recordbreaking from various angles: with 192 countries and 50 corporations on show,
and not less than 72 million viesrs. BBC News announced that Banroon, the United
Nations Secretary General, applauded the services endowed and admitted that it vision will be
Afalive i n our discussions and our | ifestyl ec:c
affrmedthewor | d Expo was fian opportunitytoshow pr omo
of f its growing influence in the world. o Th

aims surely at foregrounding the history of modern China and at dazzling the hosts.

Accordingly, no one can deny what the effects such great manifestations may have
on the spirit of both local populations and visitors. On the one hand, it creates confidence
between the political structure of the country and the citizens who in their anigbated
largely to its success. In addition, it consolidates the Chinese around the same national
principles, as it enhances the feeling of national pride, satisfaction angsmict. On the
other hand, the manifestation pushes the western visdarhange their views about China
which is reported, most of time and due to some prejudicial media effects, as the lands of

corruption, violence and underdevelopment. Moreover, it invites the neighboring countries
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which share almost the same cultuelook for the Chinese friendship which would make of

Beijing a friendly regional power instead of the United States.

Though many culturally and artistically famous figures participated in this
unprecedented Chinese feast, the fact remains thathhmsethinker and historiographer,
Liang Qichao, was the most celebrated, for he is one of the rare scholars who wrote about
hosting a largescale public exhibition in China. The hazard wants it that he was the Chinese
thinking modernizer of the early ?Ctentuy. He promoted social reforms dne eve of the
republican era and incarnated new cultural values or what stams ttor Neo
Confucianism. Orbehalf of his objectives, he strongly believed that China should primarily
preserve the ancient wisdom of Cocianism, yet simultaneously it needs to learn from the
successes of Western culture. Qichao took the human factor as the foundation on which
change i1s built and he affirmed that Ato mak
countryo (ftheaulgraldete), therefare actually lot of common points between
todaydés policy of the central government and
them do agree on the fact that china needs to learn from the United States in a wayrto harde

its independence bubtto lose it.

In the same process of cultural sensitization, China has decided to go further and do
the job beyond its borders. It comes to the mind that it has recognized how much cultural
isolationism is harmful to the Chinese economic investment in other counteéese Hnoney
spending in Cultural programs fortifies con
they symbolize unofficial embassies which manifest a considerable freedom in other
countries, in general, cultural programs tighten softly the bilatevsland enhance mutual
considerations between nations. The American Corners, the F@smines culturelsand
Alliances,the German Goethe Institute and the British Council are some examples of many

cultural nonprofit organizations which act déy day in different parts of the world,
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particularly developing countries and-ealonies. Their ultimate purpose is to popularize
their local cultures and make them accessible to other people through language teaching and

other anthropological studies.

Regardlessf its limited abilities andhe lack of experience comparexdthe Western
countries, China on its side spends huge sums of money on such institutional subsidies every
year. The Chinese central government through its embassies launched one cultural progra
called Confucius Institutes. Inaugurated since 2004, the latter are mainly active in the Chinese
backyard and Africa where investment is growing beneficial. They represent the bedrock for
t he r evi v a lphilosbphy@GodntE€ontabutiorst@the iman civilizational heritage.

The last numbers provided by the Communist administration show that, only in Africa, there
are more than forty establishmerdf this kind. They are the spearheauf Africa-China
cultural and artistic relations. Apart fromethscientific agenda, they teach the Chinese
language and the traditional martial sports. Liu Yunsheng, a director of one Confucius
Institute and a young diplomat, argues that for the most skeptics the efforts of these institutes
are just propaganda manetsiebut they never say the same thing about the Fr€ecitres
culturels.He added that it is the culture which creates brotherhood between the peoples (Le
Balzic). In short, this Chinese lirmut to promote its heritage by teaching it in distant
countriesbreaks the old Eurocentric stereotypes and clichés about China. It provides the

Chinese administration with new perspectives of cultural performance abroad.

Moreover, on January 2007along with Germany, Canada, France and other
countries, China agreed dnotified the Convention on Cultural Diversity (CCD). The role of
the convention is Ato fill an existing | acun
as medialaw ProfessorChr i st oph Beat Graber poi nt out ;
balance to the world Trade Organization (WTQO) in future conflicts between trade and

Cul tureo (553). Il n other words, the UNESCO v
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under the leadershipfoUncle Sam is the first organization which threategisbal
heterogeneity because of the impacts the great corporations may have on the wide spread of
American cultural products. The move towards an Orwellian world, where Uncle Sam is the
Big Brother, andowards a globalized system, in which liberal democracy is the Ministry of
Truth, has systematically prohibited the cultural participation of the nonwestern societies and

has standardized the American social, political and economic structure.

Notwithstanding its economic backwardness comparing to the United States, China
is still the second world industrial superpower. Besides, its active participation in such
international and universal associations, in addition to the visible local perfeemanc
certainly a delaying impediment in front of the advance of cultural hegemony, as it is also an
opportunity to the other cultures to manage immediate andl&stigg internal cultural

strategies in order to catch up with the advanced cultures.
B. Political Performance

Actually, every question about the meaning of politics produces a wide range of
answers which willynilly pour in different directions. For neskeptic people, this variety of
answers is comprehensible, simply because the definition dicpotiomes from different
cultural perspectives and because in politics every conception has all the times at least two
meanings: the first one is the literal meaning which is the idealized one; the second is its
usage in political discourse Theoretical}, politics is an ancient human invention which is at
the same time the product of cultural realities of a given society and the mirror of its tactical
actions in response to all kinds of issues. It represents all sorts of institutions put in place by
anndependent or a federal administration to

i ndi vidual sé6 wel far e. I n d e mo c shadldi eflectc ount r

% professor Noam Chomsky provide®erious Sciencevebsite with details about political discourse and
meanings of political terms, and he illustrates with multiple examples showing the nud®iadistencyn media
propaganda
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appropriately the expectations of the society, whereas in totalitarian administratiens
political structure is imposed by the ruling class and it does not evidentlyt fnay) reflect

peopl eds wishes

According to Hannah Arendt, politics comes after a long philosophical process; it
comes at the end i n oreanessfotlibertya Thus| poldids s the he h
sphere where people, in groups or individually, become active. In all her works, Arendt
argues that Athe |life of the mindo which is
is the pillar of Vita Activa (active life) and citizenship. She makes it clear; if the
underdevel oped countries cannot move forwar
because they dare not move from philosophy and ideology further to a real political activity.
Noticing politica | passiveness in the third worl d, S he
reality but an ideologyo; as to say, I n su
expectations in the absence of real participative consciousness. In other werdse tof
political wi |1 I's an 1 mportant stage in on

fundamental factor to put into practice the elaborated cumulative knowledge.

In fact, political activity, as highlighted by many intellectuals and politcdivists,
has never been an easy task, because it requires both an accurate knowledge and a
commitment for performance for common interests. In this context, Matuigecompared
the politician, in its literal meaning, to a peaceful soldier in hislként of his noble duties,
when he points out fdApol it iwars pdlites with bleashedwi t h o u

(153).

1. New Political Structure

Nowadays, there is no doubt that the Chinese political structure is basedperigne

system, and one may even be sure that this will possibly persist for long years in the future.
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Since decades, democratizati on orfeoftthe mostPe o p | ¢
attracting and striking question inside and outside China, and many empirical factors urge
careful scholars to announce a political transition in the near future. Indeed, undeniable
fact or s, commic develapsnent) social stratificat, political decentralization, the

rise of soci al movement s, worl d mar ket inte
foreshadow steadily a democratic alternative in CHitzavever, the last Congress of the
Communist Party held in 2012 idendéi§ that, for several reasons, Beijing has no intention to

move towards a democracy on the western model. Instead, it suggests something else as

fsocialism with Chinese characteristics. 0

Political appreciation of the congress denotes that China is mora@edeaning on
its cultural background to frame a practical political strategy. In fact, during the congress
many reforms were brought to adjust the constitution of the Communist Party and make it
more compatible with the new economic configurations.ifstance, the ratification of the
Scientific Outlook on Development, as another guiding ideology side by side with Marxism,
Maoist communism and Den Xiaoping modernization, reinforces the implication of science
and universities in the country building amnages the gaps left by the pure communism of

the Cold War.

As far as China is endowed with the will to learn from its mistakes, there is no doubt
that every step it will do in the future is conditioned by an epémded reconstruction of its
past polices because the repair project has come after a long experience of almost a century
of struggle with all kinds of crisis that a country of a billion and half of population may have.
Therefore,one of the reasons which pushi@a to avoid the western democyan its own
administration is this experience of political instability. This fact has urged the western
countries and the United States in particular to consider the Chinese reforms in the absence of

6l i ber al democr acyo dehysWhileaUnclescSam seas i dightimef | ed f

165



for China to go forth and democratize political life through universal suffrage, Confucius in
his side regards any conceivable democratization of the political scene will certainly take
China back to the republicgreriod, as it will sow division among the local cultural entities

instead of melding their ranks.

From the common sense of the Communist Party, China has no tradition of liberal
democracy and has a great fear of chaos. This makes it clear that Chindihdstsoown
way to establish an efficient political structure. The Chinese pace towards this underlined
objective may be slow, yet it does not matter how slowly it goes as long as it does not stop. So
far, with the recognition of international organizeits and Human Right Watch, the Chinese
political strategy has demonstrated through performance its faculties in dealing with national
and international critical problems. According to the United Nat@rganization more than
70 percent of poverty in theorld is achievedy Beijing in the last 20 yearé&s a result,
China received all congratulations of the mgmvernmental organizations fighting poverty
and working on this sense. In addition, thanks to the political performance, China has
succeeded ithe period between 1978 and 2004 to reduce the number of the impoverished
people from 250 to 26.1 million (Qurestii) In this way, China has defeated hunger in the

first battle of a war whiclkloes not advocatvery politics but political science.

Simultaneously, the communist strategy has daringly exhibited why China rejects the
alternative of liberal democracy. To éam this view, the professor international relations
at Fudan University of Sh aseligrfire ChinaYdde Zhahge aut h

Weiwei points out:

% Mr Ajmal Qureshi is a former representative and ambassador of the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization in China; he is a recipient of Boston U
Advisor and honorary professor #iie Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences in Beijing. The statistics
implemented here are taken from his worthy contributioddovard International Review
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Chinads population is larger than those of
Japan combined, and has no tradition whatsoever of liberal democracy and

memories are still fresh of the devastating breakup of the Soviet Uniong Goi

further back, Chinabs more recent history s
1840 to 1978 a major upheaval every seven or eight years. So the Chinese fear of

chaos is based on common sense and its collective memory, with very real fears

that the cantry might well become ungovernable if it were to adopt the adversarial

Western political system.

In fact, the first attempt to implement Ameriestyle democracy was during the era
of Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT or Kuomintang) established by SurséfetYuan Shikai
and Song Jiaoren after the Civil War which ended the monarchy system of the King Dynasty.
The period is known for its massive political reforms. However, soon after the death of the
charismatic leaders, the country was divided by warlom$ f@ll in an eternal political
unease. Since then, the fear of chaos is after all a national sport practiced by almost every
Chinesecitizen Day after day, The Chinese consider public order as the most important value
of the Confucian society, whereas\seys in the United States show that freedom of speech is
the most important. This cultural disparity mirrors clearly the political distance between

Beijing and Washington, as it also legitimizes the Chinese refusal of democratic way.

From the lowest viewthe Chinese challenge of liberal democracy means surely the
adoption of an authoritarian autocracy. Yet, for the Chinese, the implementation of democracy
does not surely mean the respect of individual liberties, and its absence does not surely mean
theduse of citizensd civil rights, because Ci
elaborated a new political structure based on the merit and performance in political life. Thus,
it is more appropriate to say: democracy versus meritodrestgad ofdemocracy versus

autocracy Professor Daniel Bell, in a euthored article ofroreign Policywebsite names
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the Chinese political scene with a dAvertical

democracy fat the higher |l evel .o

The latter is a carept deeply rooted in the Confucian tradition; it directly challenges
the notion of Agovernment of the peopl e, by
In the past, a high rank officer in china is subjected to a continuous examination iandiffer
fields, namely politics. Besides, a leader of a party or an administration has to be defined by
his substance, competency and his contribution to the wellbeing of the citizenry. For this
reason, the communist party in its last congress and in its toovads a meritocratic
structure discussed at length the age limitation of the Politburo Standing Comity (PSC).
Meritocracy in the Confucian tradition is premised on knowledge, hard working and sacrifice
in order to maintain a consistent growth and thdfillfthe expectations of the people. This
tendency in the Communist Partyods Politburo
general secretary of the Central Committee, Xi Jinping, in front of world media. Just after the
congress, he madeaspee i n which he Al ets the world he

suffering of the Chinese people during the long course of history. He claims:

Throughout five thousand years and more of evolution as a civilization, the

Chinese nation has made indelibt®ntribution to the progress of human
civilizationé. Countless Chinese patriots r
the renewal of t[Thhe Chihbse pemplechava, avorking nwvigh.

diligence, bravery and wisdom, created a beautiful homelanere all ethnic

groups live in harmony, and developed a great and dynamic culture (BBC)

In fact, the facade of the speech may appear idealistic, but the Chinese reality proves
its righteousness. The spectacular rise of China and the visible improvienteatrespect of
human rights and individual dignity is alluding to a prosperous society. This structural

performance, in addition to some reforms in election rules in both cities and villages (in
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villages direct democracy is permitted and people allotwethose their village chiefs), will
obviously generate new legitimacy for the Communist Party which continues to sustain its
policy with three important characteristiasultural identiy, flexibility and adaptivenessand

it will maintain close ties witlthe people.

Moreover, another positive aspect of meritocracy in designing a leader is the fact it
relies on O0selection plus electiond procedur
campaign which may give birth to an unknown president with &mawn past and future.

Al t hough the westerners <consider this Confu
right of ki ngbo, yet it may be a lucrative p
fetches leadership from the competent socidlass fdAon the Dbasis of pe
support through a vigorous process of screening, opinion surveys, internal evaluations and
various smalks c al e el ectionso (Wei wei ) . | n fact ,
meritocracy is better than democyaas some may demonstrate, it means that to some

analytical view meritocracy is unlikely more efficient in China. Moreover, it is also important

to mention that the symbolic meritocracy 1 s
factional strugat , clientelism, pat t' stilhexigireChiaan he latterr r upt
isthe beek ock of al |l the criticisms of todayods

intellectuals who oppose the Chinese internal policy rely on the old criticismsstgaian
traditional communism and rely on the said rotten authoritarian political structure of the early
60Great Leap Forward. 6 This view is backed b\

not as worse as propagated.

Symmetrically, many influentldigures in political and geostrategic studies, such as

Noam Chomsky, Nor man Finkelstein, Joseph St

Professor Timothy Garton Ashés quotation is taken fr
D e mo c r TheDjplomat October 31, 2015. <http://thediplomat.com/2015/10/chinastocracyvs-western
democracy/>
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argue that the American liberal democracy, which is the pillar of western democracy, is all
about imperialism, lobbgm, money making, moral and political corruption. Openly, they do

not criticize the theoretical democracy as defined in the political literature; however, they
criticize its functioning within the American political scene in both houses of the Congress.
Today, liberal democracyn the neoliberal Americas regarded as the least bad option due

to the many anomalies it has in the process of palieking. For this reason, China prefers

its own <culturally rooted mer icthest ofdhte best sy st
option® wher e, in the view of Zhang Wei wei , Aar

W. Bush or Japands Yoshihiko Noda could neve

Furthermore, in the same process of cultural resistance through political
performance, it is noticeable thgihceits creation to this day, the Communist Party has seen
three different phases showing the evolution of the party ardaitsto cultural issues. The
first phase is that of the Cold War when the&d Chin& opted for the industrialization and
the economic isolationism. Everybody knows how expensive the price was for Beijing which
discovered that the Great Leap Forward are tunplanned industrialization were
unforgettablamistakes. At this level, a slight change occurred in the philosophy of the party.
Instead of relying only on urban industrial faculties and close communism, the party decided
along with the Cultural Revolign to involve the rural agricultural areas in the business of the
country building. Asa result, the second phase sets up, and the party engaged in the quasi
privatization of farmland. This adjustment in the Chinese policy making confirms that
communistadi cal i sm cannot survive the Chinese |

conditions.

The third and the | ast phase is directly
and the remarkable media facilities. These two strategic elements have papidiked the

scourge of cultural imperialism which affects negatively the political integrity in China. Here
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again, the party has shown readiness to transgress the rules of communism to protect the
Chinese identity. In short, this flexible tendency in @l&nese political structure, from the

Cold War to the World Trade Organization era, shows a shift from party palitibgch

means a total commitment to the communist norms or what we may call Matesidentity
politcsiwhi ch means t hrmce ipr@spdnsedosthe glebalizaton.lae political

shift makes a good example of Chinese resistance because it has occurred in response to the

American cultural hegemony. Accurately, the American historian Arif Dirlik points out:

Even as China is drawntm a global capitalist economy, and makes claims to
impending supremacy within it, there is evidence of continued resistance to being
identified as one more emerging capitalist society with its own markets repertories
T resistance in which cultural memajenationalist longings and socialist habits

are intertwined inextricablgB).

Albeit its heavy weight in the international relations, China has to maintain a
constantcultural resistance through a smaudlitical flexibility to make sure that China is
makng money without losing its cultural sovereignty. To state it differently, China
throughout its political experimentation knows very well that economic interests go with

cultural performance. Therefore, it adopted its political activism to this rule.

2. Intellectual Implication

Political performance in China is to a large extent indebted to the role played by
intellectuals. Without equivocal, intellectgagjot an important role to plagy social role in
which no one can replace them in the society. Not only in China but all over the world, they
make the smith, and the normal functioning society makes the steel. Postcolonial writers back
the fact the societies should be between the lines and thaswab intellectuals because

historical studies reveal that every social movement, technological innovation or cultural
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revolution is preceded by an intellectual struggle where rational arguments are organized in a
way to distinguish the right from the wrg, the fruitful from the sterile and the good from the

bad. In the same line, some antique thinkers defended this view. Plato for instance glorified
the role of the philosopher as long as he teaches people wisdom. He argues that for its good
and for its posperity, the society must be lead and directly influenced by the philosopher. At
this level, two questions need answers on the behalf of the literary review to see the
connections with the Chinese case. The first is: how can an intellectual get the pcayer

to lead a human society, knowing that the same society is over and over lead by politicians
who most of the times and for several reasons do not share the views of intellectuals. The
second question is on the real meaning of an intellectual iragew To state it briefly, to

whom belongs the word oO6intellectual ?6

The answer of the second question relies on two important figures in the world of
ideas: Mahatma Gandhi and Jean Paul Sartre. Both of wWesmiinterested in locating the
conceptdntellectuald in its appropriate understandiry scholarly areaand both of them
provided readers and researchers with an interesting description of the concept. Remarkably,
these two noble price winner thinkers and political activists of two different cultural
environments gave two definitions hereupon which pour in the same perception of the
meaning. From his side, Jean Paul Sartre basedldssriptionof the concept on the
exercising of oneds profession. He Mmmamand br i
individual meets contradictions between what he does and what he should do. Some of these
contradictions then appear to hurt his consciousness in a way to push him to reject some
consequences of his profession on the other people or the exteridlirwgeneral. Hence,
the intellectual career of an individual starts with his active and rational denunciation of the

contradictions he meets in the exercise of his job.
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From Gandhi 6s si de, i ntell ectualism has
courage and nosviolence. In most of his works, Gandhi regards an intellectual as someone
whose first role is to make people recognize their problems theynlitleeir daily life His
role does not stop here or with the recognition of the problems, for mpogtantly he has to
make people act against and solve these problems in an as peaceful and reasonable way as
possible. Gandhi associates intellectual life with the political implication of individuals. He
points out that pol iltiigchatle naicntgi vpiesonp lies, 6n obtuta b
gui cken the conscious of the publicd to get
Obviously, such practice from intellectuals necessitates personal sacrifices and courage as it

wasthecasewith@ad hi 6s struggle for the Indian i ndej

Both Gandhi 6s and Sartreds poatrlimedopldad on pu
societyon the right path. Sartre describes the intellectual in his profession as a journalist in his
camera missions, a pbdian in his office, a scientist in his laboratory, a teacher in his
cl assr oom, a researcher in his |ibraryéetc,
society as a galvanizer of nerolent activity against all forms of injustice. However, both
them do agree on the fact that the intellectual is the source of denunciation of theeonsght
and the promoteof human values embodied in political activism. They recognize his
leadership because he is loaded of knowledge andidetdy sidewith the people to whom

the recognition of the problems is achieved.

In the first case, itis hard to think about leadership without an instantaneous
remembrancef politics which in itself relies omanagement. Spontaneously, when asked
about the leaders of given community, people start counting the heads of the official
institutions of that community. That is obviously natural because the heads of those
institutions are elected, for some, or designed, for some others, to manage, enact laws, ratify

and instuct individuals and groups. They are supposed to ensure the welfare of the
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community and lead its memberstte right decisionsAccordingly, if one for example asks
about the leder of the United States of 2Qlthe answer will surely be Barak Obama or
another member of his cabinet. The same thing is with the other countries and the other
political bodies. Thus, leadsrip is widely attributed tgolitical representates of an

administration andhigh officials of a political entity.

Without doubt, thisvay of conceiving leadership in the society is set upon a realistic
understanding of the human authoritative and systemic relations. However, another way of
conceiving leadership is undoubtedly possible. This one recognizes another counterbalance
force whch acts reasonably and scientifically through official and unofficial institutional
bodies, such as universities and independent associations, either to encourage or dissuade
something on the way or to foresee and prevent the future. At this level, lepdsrthat of
the intellectual whose engagement is truth learning and truth revealing to the society. This is

why, when Plato discusses O6the ideal city, o

source of the political truth and thus a source afléship.

In fact, the functioning o&nintellectual leadershim a given political entityn many
cases disturbs the established order of the official leadership because it premises its actions on
a knowledgeable participation and a commitment to I¢laentruth withthe citizens of the
same political entityln addition, it recognizes the legitimacy of political leadership as long as
it has no hidden intentions to mislead common people to the wrong path. In theolvtrds
worldly famous activist, Noarthomsky arguethatfi i n t e | dreancatpasiéidn £ expose
the lies of governments, to analyze actions according to their causes and motives and often
hi dden i ntentionso (The Rleiss i3 otlre s molsti rkailisticy of
interpretationof the gap between politicians and intellectuals which in itself reveals how
much the intellectual 6s task is at the same

cases, the functioning of intellectual leadership guides the official leaderghgp filfillment
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of its agenda. Thisnay happen only when the officials hame hidden and unexplained
intentions, because the former cannot function but in transparency anthformed society.

I ntell ectual s6 parti ci pfaucdessbecause it gived credityothea ki n
output of that policy. For this reason in many countries where there is a political will to reach
peopl esd6 expectations and international pea
intellectual career isrgat and not to underestimate. Recsmtiologicalstudies demonstrate

that all uprising social groups depend on the contribution of intellectuals through their studies

and their permanent struggle to keep the eye wide open on both social awareness of the
people and political veracity of the official leadership. When observing China growing
prosperous, one may ask t he guestion of w |

participation in such enterprise.

Most of western media arpblitical literaturedont r eport about toda
of political activists and university researchers in the Chinese modernizatiom ahe
political reforms. Insteadthey continue to denounce the@ mu ni st Partyodos af
some decades ago against this categb@hinese subjects. For sure, many of these atrocities
were committed during the period of political and economic austerities of the Cold War. In
addition, for some reasons of political unpreparedness and cultural commitment of China,
many Chinese scholateday continue to live in exile. Yet in recent years and amazingly,
there is according to the UNO and the HRW a visible decrease in such practices. On the
contrary, the intellectual participation in the cultural awakening of China is significant to the
point that the debate over modernization was failure after failure till it reached the Chinese
universities. There, it changed the dimension from an economic debate to become a
multifaceted debate wheraid t ur e owns t he | TaiqAisthe Britishr e o f

political activist who studied the Chinese political system and the evolutitime@hinese
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society, argues in one of his speeches when debating the impact of the Chinese reforms on the

intellectual life of the country:

Il nt er esti nglge debatcostaged énathe IChinese universities. Even
though China is not a democratic state in
debates were not cursed. They were kept under control, but you could for the whole

period [Deng Xiaoping period] write seus scholarly texts chianging this or

promoting tha{The Rise of China)

This fact endorses that the reason behind the Chinese successes in backing political
reforms is the restoration of the consent of intellectuals. The Central Government does not
take part in the intellectual debates which take place in different forms, however it has big
hears to know about the details bfé¢ d e ducdme andl their instructions. In his speech,
Tariq Ali provides us with examples which reveal that many instostby intellectuals were

taken seriously by the central government and immediately put into practice.

Furthermore, intellectualsamong whomthere were scientists, media scholars,
researchers in the humanities and journalistere the first actors behinthe cultural
i mperialism thesis in -iChialaubd hletyhatylmbeimne zge
the increasing presence of f or eYudd). Fordhet ur al
major part,intellectual consciousness in China is a mixtofea communist cultureand
techneeconomic ideas which dominate early leadership of the party and of traditional popular
culture which resides in the heart of the society. Since the 1990s, it has been this
consciousness which reconciles the ruling clashe party with the populations of different
ethnic groups. Besides, it was the intellectuals of the left who at the eve of‘ticertiiry
warned the ruling class against one form of political globalization on the Amestgkm
because the lattaepe sent s fAa threat to Chinads sover ¢

(Barrett). It was not the only factor, but this surge of the intellectuals has played a significant
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role in urging the government to pass some political reforms without eroding theakultur
premises of the meritocratic system. In this way, identity preservation has become part of the
party politics thanks to the interference of intellectuals. To put it in a nutshell, €hines
intellectuals have succeededputting into practice the wide rgge of cultural ideas inherited

from a conjuncture of school, tradition, philosophy and religion. Through Chinese entry to the
WTO, they have even succeededirshng forward to other parts of the world their cultural

and scientific fabric which becauséalong period of isolationism remains unknown to the

external world.

C. EconomicPerformance

While the Chinese political reforms are going ahead shaking the West and the United
States in particular, their impacts on the Chinese economy have become mar®rand
imminent. As noticed previously, political reforms aim chiefly at bringing the Chinese social
conditions up to get in the line with some growing neighboring countries and to get out of the
suffering that the Chinese lived day after day for a longopgenVithout doubt all over the
countries of the world, the failure in an economic experimentation reveals indirectly the
political incapability of its authors. In the same way, the economic prosperity of a country is a
factor of a good political strategyAlbeit from a backward and inferior starting point,
contemporary China has become a superpower. That is not only in the traditional industrial
and agricultural sectors but also in the other sensitive sectors, such as technology, education,
scientific reseach and military capabilities. Economic performance has seen light with the
advance of the political will to find new alternative strategies to fight poverty and
underdevelopment far from the western ideological spectrum. The logic of alternatives based
on reflection and action is inseparable from the actual Chinese economic realities which

shifted, from the 1980s to this moment, from a vulnerable liberal and a backward communist

statetoasupgrndustriali zed nation embchaerngtidoescode
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Historically, the old dream of modernizir@hina consists of a blind imitation of its
rival western countries. Modern history of economics unveils that the theory of wealth
regeneration is a two edged sword. One edge is sharpened by thkstagéas of property
owner s 06 s u phereears of prodoictian artteir priority in conceiving appropriate
political trends to reach economic ends, whereas the other edge is sharpened by the socialist
ideas of common properties and exchange ofieeswithin the economic frame of the state
During the first half of the last century, China was located in the first, @gethe economic
reforms, as clady publicized by the slogandé s ci eneemoanadcyld and O&écat
Great Britain and th&nit e d  Shatbpteeasded the period, convey a number of processes
of urbanization, industrialization, militarization and decentralizatibhe same processes
were regarded as essential and primordial for the Chinese provinces to modernize their
infrastructure and get in the rank of théher superpowers. Actually, tiepoch of capitalism
was an economic bankrupt which ruined China to the roots. Instead of regenerating wealth,
the republican China experienced an unprecedented etorwisis which had becoe
soonera political one. In fact, because of the blind imitation of the western economic
structure, China came back from an eventual disaster which could have provoked a division

among the mainland provinces.

During the Cold War era, China was insteadated in the second edge, and
socialism has become the halter of tbhinese economic reforms. Tperiod isalso another
blind mimicry for Beijing. Yet, this time instead of the United States, the Soviet Union is the
example to follow. On the Russian sty) Ot he great |l eap forward?o
strategy of the Communi st Party to moderni z
conditions. Once again, the strong nationalist dream of Mao Zedong to make the old empire
powerful and economically Besufficient was nothing but a mirage. Again, because of the

economic isolationism that was i mposed by t
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experienced another devastating disaster which caused the death of around ten million people.
Notwithstandl ng t he governmentoés <c¢cl aims that t he
circumstances triggered by the drought, there is today a common consensus among scholars
(including a majority of the Chinese scholars) over the implication of many stratggicrsl

the economic reforms in worsening and extending the disaster. Accordingly, the latter is
judged by many economists and scholars in humanities as unnecessary, but because of the
communi st admini st r at onamédswithcaccivsmindednsocialismof goi
the Chinese society as a result suffered fromlahg lastingfamine ofthe 1950s andhe

1960s.

Since then China, with the large scale participation of intellectuals who recognized
the significance of e ¢ 0 naultaie,chasdécided mgtaking iisn  pr
own economic way which is premised neither on the Western pragmatic capitalism nor on the
Soviet wasting socialism. Instead, it opted for a selective and innovative economy based on
the Chinese managerial and culturak het a g e . Of ficially named 6
characteristics, 0 this | at e option of t he
impressively the society in China, for it has drastically changed the economic landscape of the

last three decades. Thistmm relies chiefly on two fundamental elements:

1. ChineseSocialism performane inside China and local market

Over the past decades, China has manifestly performed better than most other liberal
states. Thanks to the massive social efforts and the zeallbhud the state, there has been
recognition of the mutual relationship between economic performance and cultural progress.

The fact is that every tlving economy is a push fagolitical structure ané protection for
cultural identity of a nation. Prefs s or Zhao Yuezhi makes it sim

cultural make up] and the market are miljueonstitutive of each other areimultaneously
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reinforcing and undermining each otbgR1). In other words, if China looks after the cultural

identity preservation, it is because this will endorse political stability and economic revival.
Meanwhile if it looks after the economic flourishment, it is because this sustains the local
values and manufactures the authentic culture through cultural produuss.kind of
economi c r eufinishteadn cset raungdg | G&elyforo the state contall of tkem 6
market andthe regulation of cultural produsd entry to the Chinese half world market. In
addition, it counts on the media technology to relativelyc r ease i ts citizens

rational information and to promote national production.

By this way, China does well in eradicating many economic scourges which haunt its
market. From the external landscape of the Chinese economy, one nugeslehow much
fascinating the pr ogr es Surelyferthe momant, the eea@mecc t s o
progress does not reach all the regencies with the same degree, as it does not affect all the
social classes in the same positive way. Howears significant result of that progress is the
eradication of more than 70% of worl ddés pove
Bert Hof man, Worl d Bankdés Country Director,
performed in front of th€ hi nese | eaders by wusing such wor
has made a remarkable contribution to poverty reduction by lifting more than 700 million
people out of poverty; 0 a number which makes
Many survgs conducted either by international scientific bodies, -g@vernmental
associations, and international organizations or by local institutions foreshadow a better future
for the Chinese if China continues tre path of economic reforms and in the searfchis

own intelligence.

The China Health and Nutrition Survey, which has started its activities sincei2009,
designed to examine the effects of the health, nutrition, and family planning policies and

programs implemented by the central government hedacal governments and to see how
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the social andhe economic transformation in ti&hinese society is affecting the health and
the nutritional status of its population. It is based on extremely scientific experiments on the
Chinesescale and though theesults of the conducted polls about health and nutrition
improvement relatively vary from a province to another, yet it all the time shows an

appreciation from the people

On the one hand, the Westerners and the United States view the progress ks a resu
of liberalism pursued in the reforms which allowed more economic decisions to be made by
market forces instead of state interference. On the other hand, the Communist Party and many
western leftist experts regard it asnatural outcome of Chinese sdsen and market
regulation which in themselves promote national production and job creation. In fact, since
the beginningof the post World War period;hina has gone on a preferential economy and
market control. But the same policy which saw an excessiease during the 1980s ati
1990s is heightened over the last ten years in order to limit the noticeable impacts of the
infiltration of the American culture. The interplay between the two views is that China does
not reject everything culturally extsal to its economic faith; meanwhile, it does not adhere to
the project of structural adjustméhbecause iactuallyaims at adjusting Chinese economic
plans to the American ones. Alternatively, the Chinese administration has a strong faith in
sovereign pojects based on negotiations instead of credits and open door competition which
put economic estate of most developing countries in troubles. In short, the Communist Party
admits that in this world of monopoly capital every single successful change siwoméd

from inside, because the other way exposes the country to foreign interference.

28 First introduced in 1979 byhe World Bank, Structurahdjustment finances domestic economic projects of
chiefly developing countries to get out of economic crisis. It provides credit facilities, and it takes the form of
agreement between the borrower and the bank. Yet, many leftistesisionist scholars regard Structural
Adjustment as a form of economic monopoly of the United States to interfere in domestic affairs of other
countries and to make them adjust to the U.S. economic tendency.
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This kind of selective economy articulates an epended socialism and insinuates
a useful resource for cultural reproduction which in some caaesformsthe American
cultureto takea new outlook ot he Chi nese socioeconomic cont e
|l ands to be blown about my house as freely a
I refuse to be Dblown off my f eneent mibrors tteny . 0
Chinese conception of its international affairs which should never erode the existing consent
of socialism. The same conception summarizes how the Chinese policy is guided by both
economic pragmatism and cultural protectionism, and itasvboth sides ofhe dominant
intellectual trendsithe liberals and the leftistdo participate in enriching the Chinese

ideological crucible.

In the comprehensive sense, the communist economic line and landscape tends to
filter the Chinese market froultural products which may alter the existing lucrative culture
and to permit some other products for consumption. In-ardten book, David C. Thomas

and Kerr Inkson show in a colorful way the Chinese selective tendency:

[They] adopted moderrtompetitiveness but rejected modern attitudes toward
sexual promi scuitye. Probably the only real
surface matters such as basic business structures and consumer preference, rather

than in fundamental ways of thinkingdbehavior (28).

The bed stone of theoretical socialism, as opposed to capitalism, is that market
mechani sms should be controlled and oriente
wel fare; ot her wi se, t her e wi iHich Wilecontrdl the t he t
political scene of a nation and the life style of its society in order to make more and more
profits. Karl Marx went through these analyses in his studies on capitalism, and he predicted
t h aohce tfie market mechanism became the s@termining factor for the fate of the

natonst at e, as wel | as the natur al worl d, bott
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its safety from class hegemony in economy, China has conducted a preferential strategy in
managing national business foittee performance. Besides, in this kind of cultural resistance

the subject matter is not to contain capitalism as many people may think, yet the subject
matter i's rather to make sure that Peopl ed
formula of eqality and modernity. It is thus an economic managerial task and symmetrically

a protection of the national heritage threatened by the American advertiserieht

according to Chinese officials, works to maniputatae e young gener ati onos
a broader sense, the rebirth of conservatism on the basis of national identity pushes in recent
years the central government to behdiféerently and flexibly in what concerresconomic

matters. China becomes more conservative when it is question dueatthreat and more

flexible when it is question of money making.

According to economist one big part of Chinese performance is on the ground of
social policy on health and welfare provision. Indeed, this element has the entire honor to be
the chieffactor of poverty eradication and of reducing the inequality gaghina. Most recent
statistics, provided by both local and international scientific bodiesw that all over the
world there are around one billion people receiving social assistancetmnational
governments. The great deal of this number is located in the developing countries where
tremendous experiments in social reforms manufacture a sort of revolution and a revival of
state socialism. According tBeatriz Garcia Carrillpa lecurer in China Studies and the
author of Small Town ChinafiChi nadés wel fare programs are
revolution, o especially, if we know that thi
and many other Western countries is yearraféar vanishing and regarded as inefficient in

dealing with social problems.

Historically, the Communist Party gets its legitimacy as the only leader of the

Chinese administration through and mostly through maintaining the gap of inequality between
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social classes (the working class and the ruling class, and the urban industrial class and the
rural agricultural class) at the lower level. Equality was the slogan of the Chinese Revolution.
One may deduce that so far the party is caring about restoring ana@gugst society; it
ensures also its legitimacy and the support of the Chinese society. In the same way, if
inequality goes beyond the limits, it will expose the party to massive and uncontrollable
popular uprisings. In other words, not taking seriodlsl/issue of social equality is digging

its own grave for the Communist Party.

For this reason, tax cutting and tax imposition on the imported products play an
important role in controlling the gap between the classes through a balanced redistribution of
wealth. Alongside with tax impositiothe New Socialist Countrysidedyram (2006), which
was regarded by Western media as fAa shift
devel opmento (Watts), abol i s hemntonsastent soaiaist i ¢ ul t
measuresnf imposing taxes orsome and reducing for somegaims at increasing social
conditions of peasants of remote villages to get on the same line with their parallel industrial
workers in big towns. Gini coefficieff which measres inequality of income distribution in
China, shows that the rate of inequality gap is tightening since 2008; whereas, before this year
the gap was stable or in the worse cases widening. It is thanks to the effort of the government
that is going furthein the welfare strategy that such a result comes out of the earth. In
addition, despite the global economic crisis of 2008, the Communist faropposed to his
rivals Western neoliberal partiesas continued to expand its welfare programs in the urban
and the rural agricultural areas where assistance was already notable since the 1990s. In fact,

within the political debate of the Chinese leadership, there has been a substantial agreement

over the primacy of social harmony over economic growth becauaecountry of almost a

29 For more details about the statisticsyidged by Gini Coefficient see:
http://www.statista.com/statistics/250400/inequatifsincomedistributiorrin-chinabasedon-the-gini-index/
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billion and half inhabitants, every single trouble may transfdine nationinto a national

nightmare.

In the reform process, a huge program of information control is underlined to make
economic progress easier and uninterruptedhkeywagged American propaganda. The fear
here is mainly on the fragile young generations which did not live the harsh periods of civil
wars and which due to the open door of the lat8 2entury, many of them have been
continuously exposed t o medi a Obrain was hi
intellectuals, Chinese leaders have understood the links between economic performance and
media technology performance, so they have madet&ftorcompete with the West and
develop the field in a way to make it beneficent for the commonweedgneration and
political legitimization. In this respeend in an interview with the CBS News journgliste
Chinese President Jiang Zemo n ¢ e \Eeahave to fibe selective. We hope to restrict as
much as possible information not conduste t o Chi n e slreleed] €hina has p me n t
proceeded to face the problem of excessive influence of internet and other means of
communi cati on o0 nby pecee@igdosréguldtand anganierthg flow of

information to the society.

This kind of policy has given birth today to a new form of modern society where

citizens are given more freedom to choose their material life and where information should be

contol | ed either by government or by i ndepende
rational choices. On the one hand, AChi nese
to choose, to consume, and t o b éeautrdritriam egul a

specter of the disciplinary state remains as a fallback strategy of governance should civic
freedomleadtoarfover nment uprisingso (Yu 21). Me di &
a strong government which refuses virtual globalaaand works to hamper its pace. For the

Chinese, some American television and internet programs aim at engaging the society in a
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war against the government by putting both of them in the traditional rivalry of liberty versus
tyranny and development versusackwardness. Postcolonial studies demonstrate that
discourse production and its organization in a particular way produce public @pandn
build ideologies which work the producerds i
want of media to control but to be controlled for the benefit of the Chinese economy and the

Chinese culture.

The Communist Party, which is much anxious dbthe negative impact which
media may have on social integrity than on the economic scale, regards internet and Google in
particular as oO0the Voice of Americadé and as
Chinese political, economic and chiefly idéntconsciousnessSubsidized by the central
government, the Chinese technological research is shaken by this issue of scientific
manipulationcarried out by some American telecommunication corporatamsh blocks
national economic structure which in nutriggers chaos. As a consequermfewhat the
Chinese regard as a manipulation and propagamextensive horrible picture is constructed
about the Chinese society in the international public vidwthat constructed picture, the
Chinese culture is nbing but a form of violenceTo preventthis possible effectrom
happeningnd thanks téheimportance given to technological improvement, China is today a
leading country in the domain of media technology and ahead of many developed countries.
The cental authorities, side by side with the scientific research carried out in the Chinese
uni versities, have devel oped a web censorsh
come in without getting controll edo ngt Kessel
vacuum, there is no Google, no Facebook and no Twitter on the mainland, yet there is a new
generation of Chinese internet copycups that belong to huge companies fndnicitheir
side help significantly in the economic leaprward Chinese have for instance Baidu,

Youku, Sina Weibo and some other search engiwésch are, according to computer
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scientists, more advanced than those ugetthe United States and more flexible to serve

market and marketing in China.

The Chinese webcenor shi p program is called o6the
of decades ago, it has provoked intensified tensions with Washington which described the act
as fia trade restrictionéeg, and a significant
Chinese athorities have another geopolitical view clearly exposed in the state controlled

daily newspaper, Global Times:

[There is] a tiny number of foreign websites [so that] Western opinions cannot
easily penetrate #&estern thedma lhavg plishad majproo | s é .
political reports that concern China in recent years, trying to direct the attention of
Chinese society and set the discourse agenda for us. The Great Firewall has snuffed

out such intentions (April 2016).

The Chinese administration hammeawverfully that American search engines will
not surf without the Chinese strict regulation. As a response, the U.S. Secretary of State,
Hillary Clinton, has referred to this policy as an assault against the right for information and
as anCuwid tr &menGuardian). Orbehalf of his authorities, the Chinese Foreign
Mi ni stry spokesman, Ma Zhaoxu regards Clinto
(Fisher). The conflicting debate between China and the United States transcermgdya de
shared nstrust on both political andconomic scales which affects directly the cultiesd,
as it transcends also the strong will of China to go on in its economic performance to make of

media technology a force in the service of social stability and culttoaigiion.

2. Chinese Capitalism:Entrepreneurship and Global Market

Economic performance in Beijing cannot be reduced to the reforms taking place on

the national scale. Without doubt, socialism as explained previously is a significant factor
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revealing one aget of socieeconomic performance on the mainland. However, there is
another factor which came to be an important basis of the Chinese economic strategy since the
1980s: controlled capitalism. Recent practical studies in management approve that economic
strength of a country is not sustainaleeceptif it has a rational management of its human

resources and natural potentialities, and if it has a good economic interactiadhengtkternal

world. In fact, to studywealth regeneration in great powersonomy is tostudyl at t er 0 s

relations with the surrounding world. It is the ability of these countries to make of their know
how and economic wisdom beneficent (or at least appear beneficent) to world markets, as it is
the case witlcontemporaryChina. Then, it is easy to understand why countries which lack
economic strength try to protect local markets, at the sanee great powers look after those
marketsthrough international economic agreements which provide a free way to competition.
Knowing that ountries are not equally equipped of technological development, competition
then facilitates economic hegemony over the global market for the benefit of the great powers.
It is worthy clarifying that manyrevisionist scholars regard competition as defibgdthe

World Trade Organization as nothing but a means of exploitation, for competition does not

obey the needs of small and underdeveloped economies.

China instead has officially gone onto that global market after having experimented
almost 30 years ofrée local entrepreneurship whidfas note worthily contributed tthe
economic growth as well as in consolidatswrial harmonyn the national scaldt was till
the 1980s and the intellectual debate in China over which economic way to undergo that the
Communist Party planned to appeal to the Chinese free entrepreneurship. This was of course
due to many difficulties which the state economic structure encountered in the
i mpl ementation of the new reforms. Atbnet hat

at a time, 0 but with the demographic and t
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miraclesby relying only on a pure socialist agendes a result, the first sparks of private

enterprise in the Chinese investment saw light.

After a long dehte in the Politburo Standing Committee, Deng Xiaoping and his
administration decided to call for the Chime®iaspora to come and invest on both
agricultural and industrial field8ecause of the bad social conditions and the scarcity of job
creation on the mainland during that period, China was ready to provide a cheap labour to
encourage businessmen to establish their enterprises with complete confidenmiea was
to allow Chnese businessmen to try out with the market economy, importing advanced
technology and managerial kndww, selling goods to the global markets, creating jobs and
stimulating economic growth. This attempt from the party, though controlled to a largd exten
by the state, had seen a great success. As a consequence, investors freeas$ddia were
pouring wave after wave to Beijing to ask for more economic opportunities in their mother
country. Besides, since they represent the nearest refuge to theeCamegrants who own
mears of production, Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and other regional -states
which were already at the heart of capitalismere the main furnishers of Diaspora

businessmen in this experience.

To a given extent, this Chinesgtmn was a consequence of many regional
configurations. One of the reasons which pushed China to break with the old tradition of
rejecting unquestionably all kinds of entrepreneurship is its observation of what was going on
aroundthe hemisphere and thesighboring countries in particular. In the observation, the
Chinese leadership discovered many prosperous big cities with a complex infrastructure of
production and super consuming societies. Though they are not located far from its
boundaries and missirthe potentialities that China had, these societies carried on growing
steadily. Despite the disaster of the Second World War and the American launching of the

two nuclear bombs on itsrdds, Japan for instance had b@eofew years later a major
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industrialpower in the world. South Korea is another example which stands for the capitalist
experimentation in the region and which saw a considerable development compared to many
other Asian countries including China of the early communist period. Ironically, lderg

Kong and Taiwan whichare taken as two Chinese autonomous departments were
experiencing a significant improvement in the living standardshefpeople. To a large
extent, this geostrategic fact urged the Chinese leadership to shift partiallyageptonand

estimationof economic development.

From a geostrategmew, the other factor which has provoked this shift is the sudden
dislocation of the centre of the world market. The centre has been for a long period pivoting
around the European ancetitlantic regions which repsented few decades ago more than
50 percent of world consumegh. Today, the centre is domoth costs of the Pacific Ocean
where China and the United States have numerous common interests. Recently, the American
President, Barack Obama hasenly demonstrated the wilif the White House to shift its
military goals from the Middle East to the rFRast.In the same way, the newly elected
president Donald Trump has highlighted his intentions to take strict measures to contain
China economically because of the threat it may represéme tAmerican economic presence
in the world. Besides, all alortge election campaign, he shows China as the country which
will mark the American foreign policy in the 2. Theseviews have attracted the attention
of the Communist Party and ireased the tensions between the sides. Forthe Chinese,
the withdraval of the American army from the Middle East to the AR#ific aims at

intimidating the Chinese growing economic relations in the region. Without doubt, Uncle

Samos i ntentions <came as a ~resul:¢t of t he
internationale conomi ¢ parameters and in order to
containment policydé. Tariqg Ali points out t
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The mostsignificantfeature of the 2Lcentury is a big change in the structure of
the capitalist world market that had till the beginning of this century been located
firmly within the Atlantic zone. Without doubt, in the early years of this century, it

shifted to the Fyngaliugesdleé wi th China pl a

With this structural world shift, China has smoothly changed its vision and entered a
new economic age where socialism is not surely the enemy of capitalism, but it is
complimentary to it. Such daring reform from the Chinese leaders shdeed the pragmatic
side of the contemporary Communist Party. In the same context, the Chinese President and
the initiator of private enterprise, Deng Xi
does not matter if a cat is black or white sogonas it catches miceo (Li
carrier, Deng becomes strongly convinced that socialism and market economy are not
incompatibleand that each of them can sustain the othken facing economic issues
Nowadays, it is clear that the orgardzgrivate enterprises have significantly contributed to
the rise ofthe Chinese economy. There is also no need to give more than a few arguments or
statistics to show this economic rise. Yet, the one thing on which many intellectuals agree is
that in Chinacontrary to the western world, it is the state which controls businessmen and not

the opposite.

To illustrate, there are two important decisions from the central government which
highl i ght an unprecedented economBegingledl!l i cy
reformo (Cease). Both of them foreground t he
international affairs. The first one deals with the international relations, as it imposes on
China to respect one particular order underlined by tlestgvn allies after the fall of the
Soviet Union. This one is the entry of Beijing to the WTO in 208fter a long apparent
hesitation Beijing felt the necessity of going a little further in its reforms to keep its growth

momentumin the new millennium In fact, this decision marks a turning point in the
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involvement of the communist China in the world economy, because it puts China at the same
time in the obligation of opening its market to the United States and the obligation of
controlling the impact tht this can have on its society. Economically, these obligations in turn
have seriously forced the Chinese to perform for the sake of having a great esteem in the
decision making within the organization. Today, China is the only developing country in the
world where the globalization (as conveyed in the WTO) is to a significant degree contained

and managed to serve the economic interests of the Chinese society.

Thanks to its affiliation to the WTO, China has opened the world market in front of
its private enterprises which have entered in a successful competition even with the western
eminent corporations. Nowadays, the Chinese entreprenedpsisigd almost emély on the
Chinese technology and kndwow- is growing prosperous in Asia, Africa and Latin America.
Multiple forums have been organized and subsidized by Beijing to create bridges based on the
mutual interests between the Chinese and the other peoptese &outh in the so called
6So-8bbhth Cooperation.d® The most i mportant o
ChinaAfrica Cooperation, held in 2015, and which, as declared in the platform of the forum,
urges both sideéto jointly establish and devagd comprehensive strategic and cooperative
partnershipé, e C 0 n o-min cesults,oeaghanges &nd onatualfleamingwi n

bet ween Chinese and African civilizationso (

In the summit of the forum, China with its autonomous provinces and 56aAfr
countries underlined a rich economic and scientific agenda to enhance their bilateral relations.
They established the special plan for commerce with Africa in which China is ready to
provide the African countries with more than 20 billion Dollars adris, to finance many
infrastructural and agricultural projects, in addition to 18000 university grants for students and
a number of professional trainings in China. To show the good intentions of the inaugurated

program, the Chinese have already investemhany free projects as a sign of friendship. The

192



ChinaNiger Friendship Bridge which has become practical since 2001is an illustration from
hundreds of other Chinese unprofitable constructions in different corners of the big South. In
addition, a big fre project of building an Opera house in Algiers was signed in 2010, and
inaugurated a year later to 1400 people at once. This project of about 3 billion dinars is
entirely financed by the Chinese government as a gift from the Chinese to the Algerians. On

the counterpart, Chinese entrepreneurship s
investment in Africa.Observing this econoim dynamism, the American media describe

Africa as the El Dorado of Chinese enterprises. At the same time, there is an exteriorized
feeling of discomfort because the Chinese economic progress, which takes and gives,

threatens the presence of Western matiomal corporations on the continent.

The other decisioawhich certainlyprecededhe one dealing with the international
affairs is the initiation to capit&m on the national scale. Chinese Administrapooceeded
to the privatization of business the cities, farming, town and village enterprises, and to the
creation of the Special Economioies. Actually, none of these measures was initiated by the
state, but they were al/|l a result of peopl
importantlyin the rural areas. Strategically, the state did not interrupt this kind of initiations,
as long as they did not threaten the state sectors. On the contrary, after an experimental
period, it formalizes them to become part of the constitution of the CaistrRarty, and it
makes sure that the private sector is compl e
serve the modernization of public services in China. In this context, professor Kin Chi Lau
wrote an interesting article in which he examittesresistance and the innovations cultivated
by the Chinese people to face the mediating effects of the globalization, and in which he
attributes the Chinese development to the institutional and the popular daily struggle to find

economic alternatives iorder to sustain the inevitable socialism.
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For example, private farming was introduced to some Chinese areas in 1980.
However, it was not new for the Chinese, because it was actually issued all over China before
the Chinese communist revolution. Then, sirthe early 1950s and the project of the GLF,
the CP proceeded to the nationalization and the redistribofi@gricultural lands. Hence,
collective ownership of lands became the main source of the agricultural outcome and
revenue for the Chinese all atprthe 1960s and 1970s. Yet, since the years of the Great
Famine to which the Chinese communist reforms contributed significantly, people in some
areas of China went back to private ownership of lands in the abandoned places. When
noticing how lucrative itwas for the agriculture and the economy in general, the Chinese
leaders restored private farming in some areas. At the same time, they left collective farming

in the areas where the production is growing prosperous.

Another example of capitalism otme national scale is the creation of Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) Awhere speci al pol i ci
functionsé, and facilitate experimentation &
Like private farming, SEZs starte@ing practical with marketriented reforms of the 1980s.

China then was geographically divided into economic areas with a considerable autonomous
activity. Some of these areas were devoted to free trade economy with the complete intention
to take advantags of other experiences in the region. Shenzhen, which is located not far from
Hong Kong, is an example of free trade SEZs. Cautiously, the state controls and promotes alll
the SEZs to balance socialism with capitalism and to avoid any possible economic
disobedience. Through time, this policy has stimulated a fair competition between the zones

with different activities, as well as interdependence which serves national integrity and unity.

Symmetrically in recent years, China from time to time dismisses tfiade
opportunities in order to maintain socialism as the main Chinese economic philosophy and to

select what will not erode half a century of managerial experimentation. What shows the
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Chinese selective tendency in the free market economy is the wapsiders the Trars
Pacific Partnership Treaty (TPPT). The | att
by 12 countries from the Pacific Rim including the United States, Canada, Japan and
Singapore. It aims chiefly at lowering tariff barriers to g#among the participants. Though

China has at numerous occasions shown its readiness to implement free market principles in

the Chinese policy making so long it does not threaten socialism and so far it serves Chinese
interests, yet this time it has notegrated this pat ner s hi p. Apparentl vy,
wel combhed deal . According t o Xinhua state r
Commerce hopes the TPP Rayxi icodosritbhuwtdee, t a n
economic gr owt htilldaowlaesretskow any Gfficial interest in riding this
American horse. Notwithstanding the invitation of the American Secretary of State, Hillary

Clinton, the communist Party declined without giving clarifications.

Some analyses of the Chinese positargue that China cannot integrate the TPP
because it is a Ahigh standards agreemento
appears to be unjustified, because in the last decades China had integrated other world
organizations of higher standis such as the WTO. Some analyses instead regard the
agreement by bringing the U.S. closer to the hemisphere as a direct threat to the Chinese
regional growing power. In fact, many bilateral agreements were signed in the recent years
between Beijing andche surrounding capitals to manage the trade rules in the hemisphere and
to avoid sporadic economic crisis. By these bilateral agreements, China is contributing largely
in building the body of the commercial law in Southeast Asia. Besides, knowing that the
region represents an important market for the American products, Washington views the
Chinese move in the region as an economic danger, just in the same way as many other Asian
countries. This view i s ciwWheam mborethas Spprceptdfs ed i 1

our potenti al customers | ive outside our bo
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rules of the gl obal economy, 0 he furthers ir
White House). Most realistic analyses move toward thexjmetation of the strategic role of
the TPP. The latter is intending to contain China and provide a way for the U.S. and the other

11 Member States to slow down Chinese economic and trading power.

Few years ago, Professor John Mearsheimer, one of thedied experts on the
Chinese issue, predicted this evolution in the Sinwerican relations in his booKhe
Tragedy of Great Power Politicsle argues that if China continues to grow economically in
the same way it has done over the past 30 ye
u. S. Awi || once again face a potenti al peer

the viewof great power politics, Washington will not allow this to happen. Therefore:

It will go to enormous lengths to prevent China from achieving regional hegemony.
Mo s t of Beijingbs neighbors, including | ni
Russia, and Viem, will join with the United States to contain Chinese power.

The result will be an intense security competition with considerable potential for

war

This explains plainly the reason which pushes China to distance itself from the TPP
agreement. What islso predictable from previous economic experiences is that if China
proves the agreement is not plotting to prevent her from economic growth, it will unlikely
integrate the coalition in the near future. Strategically, Beijing is pursuing arnoipeed
dayby day policy, and before taking any decision, it makes sure it will not affect its economic
progress. Basically, an economy premised on these rules will keep performing, just in the

same way China is doing nowadays.

®¥The last Chapt er ranfwhithehe qubtatioisaeailablsonb o o k f
<http://nationalinterest.org/conentary/carchinarise-peacefully10204
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If the Chinese integrated the markebeomy and the WTO, it is because they know
it is essential to revitalize the state controlled sectors and indispensable to save socialism as a
whole. Although, from the outside the economic aspects so far discussed in this chapter seem
to have no relatiomith cultural hegemony and resistance, but actually they are the heart and
the bed stone of cultural resistance in China. The Khaldunian theory of cultural imperialism
and assimilation is built on the notion of economic development and power. In his Works
Khaldun explains the way underdeveloped societies are forced to take refuge in the culture of
developed and wealthy societies. One may deduce from this view that the firgi gk
oneds c udcdnaniceerformande.yAccordingly, China hg teconomic revolution of
the late 28 C is not only protecting its culture but it makes it also the standard for other

underdeveloped and developing societies.

To conclude, Chinese resistance to cultural imperialism is a -thoignsional
project. Ittakes form of intellectual debates in the Chinese universities. The same debates are
translated into cultural, political and economic performing activities. Culturedlsistance
consists briefly inpr eser ving national I denthe majnland nd s o
through an enlightening revival of the Confucian tradition and through different cultural
ceremonies with the purpose of restoring the Chinese national pride and organizing an
affectionate meeting between people and their culture. Politiagalbonsists of restoring a
new political structure, more reformist than radical and more compatible with the Chinese
culture. Indeed, thanks to the involvement of the intellectual elite, the new political structure
has proved its efficiency in dealing tinational and international issues. Economically, it
consists of a wide support for socialism as the first philosophy of the CP and a flexible shift to
a controlled capitalism. As a result, thisoaomic strategy has succeedednmiaintainng

social eqality at the higher level and in regeneratiag economic boom in the dynamic
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provinces. All these performances represent the iron heads of the Chinese cultural resistance

which will unlikely continue along the new millennium.
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General Conclusion

All along this study, it is arguable that American culture, as defined and explained in
the previous chapters, stands for one major aspect of American dominance in the world.
Today, no one can deny that the United States is not only powerful politically an
economically but also culturally. In fact, culture has often setliedAmerican hegemonic
policy in order to gain access to material resourcestladr sovereignterritories. It provides
an efficient tool to control minds and genes through virtual conceptualizations of modern life
and consistent media abstractions as well as discourse production. From a postcolonial
perspective and a realistic observation of canterary world, this thesis goes through some
provocative questions, and comes out with scrutinized findings which humbly clear the forest
of American imperialism from some ambiguities. It describes theoretically and historically
concepts which often may ¥ a variety of connotations and events which impartially point
out the American expansion. Symmetrically, it analyzes the functioning of American cultural
hegemony in distant <cultural entities and
shells Chinese cultural resistance and its significant role in consolidating Chinese

independence and performance in different domains.

Theoretically, postcolonial studies answer an important number of questions about
different forms of power. Besides, all theiagtions presented since the beginning of the
chapterone provide an overview about the theory. They simplify the theoretical constituents
of postcolonialism the factwhich maket he | atterds feasibility
imperialism. In the charaeristics of this philosophical and literary movemenree
important eéments are highlighted: progressive or hyhddntity, cultural difference and
qguest for the past. These chosen characteristics (Hrersurely others) are in complete
opposition vith the mainstream of American thinking which aims at universalizing the

American values and culture igeneral as the standards farman civilization. Another
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characteristic which is implicitly included is that of deconstruction. @asture of the lattdas
not tonaturalize what is not natural, andtto assumall the timethat what is conditioned by
institutions or society is a postulate or a scientific trdthother words, kowledge which
comes to existence with a prejudice that the other shaildanticipate in the making of the
worldd s h u ma nis rotereliabte der@use dommonly misses objectivity, andt the
same timat contains hegemonic intentiorignlikely, such knowledge is constructed either to
exclude one cultural bloc or to includeother one on the basis of race, gender or Cl&ss,

it should be revisited and deconstructedh way toguarantee thahe findings approved in

this knowledgeare retrievable, rigorous and replicable.

In ascientific research, concepts are descriptive elements because they limit the field
of investigation and classify the ideas within the téxtthe postcolonial theory,uture is
defined as an important condefor it is widely used by scholars to determine the ideological
locationand the life style of a societyt is commonly seen as a means of indirect (informal)
control of a society over another as it is the case thighUSover other cultures arourttie
globe.Accordingly,in modern cultural studiepostcolonial cultures areapprehended side by
side with imperialismBesides the lattens studied through the course of time with different

appellations: colonialism, neocolonialism and cultural impesmali

All the appellationgenhance the notion of hegemokindoubtedly, his factexplains
continuity in the hegemonic practice the contemporary world, yet this time taking the
abstract formandtranscendinghe progressive epistemology in the useoiver Moreover,
analysis of discourse from a postcolonial perspective shows how much a particular
representation of 0t he otherd6 legitimizes
smoothand discreetin fact, all these concepts and charactegdihat are investigated the

chapter about thpostcolonial theory constitute inextricable factors of American imperialism
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and all of them represent an i mportant feat

in modern world

Historically, the time line of the American expansionist policy anthe multi-
dimensional field implications in building the American empire denote concretely that, since
the roots ofthe American state, culture has played a significant role in pressing the process
and in oncealing the deployed means for this purpose. All along the ihpertant
historical phases, culture has been permanently an active tool of propaganda and control.
First, it served as a means of distinction betwgmnNatives and the settlers, an arother
way, between the civilized and the uncivilized. On this premises, the assault against Indians to
seize their lands another indigenougommunitarian propeds were legitimized during the

Westward EKpansion.

By the end of the Civil Wawhich occurrd in light of a fast territorial expansion in
the Midwest American rulers showed an immense consensus around the ideological
intentions of the dhwameicinedttre intbeshemispheré inbrder s pr e
to ensure security around the baarsland maintain social stability inside the boarders. In the
last phase, American culture reached Asia and served the containment of communism during
the Cold War, and the flowering of cultural relations after WWII was in many ways a
culmination of the gibalizing trend that had began on the eve of the twentieth century. Being
sustained with media technologthe American culture is today the basic irdread of
globalization which is actually nothing but a mere Americanizatidn fact, even most
conservative societies, suchthe Chinese society, are getting stuffed with American cultural

products and haunted by American values.

Besides the worldly dimension of American culture unveils a significant project

which intends tasum up world diversity in the American life style and to globalize the latter
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on the virtue of liberal democracy. In turn, every single progress in the project has given the
United States new perspectives to control systematically both international cmenamet

politics because of thdevoed efforts to hijack memory of societies and make them feel

inferior in front of the American memoryskeptically, f the United States has become a
superpower, it is precisethanks toits civilization which is, in itelf, the product of cultural

heritageof the Americansand whichhaskept manufacturingince the settlement perio®n

this ground, the study of the reasons behind the American global hegemony pushes many
researchers to argue that it is thanks to Washilgb s economi ¢c producti v
culture crosses boarders to find place in other societies. Some others, instead, argue that it is
due to Uncle Samoébs political i mplication i

international and global organizans.

However, the findings of this investigation underline that culturedoasginuously
been behindhe American economic growth arits institutional controlof the world They
also highlight that despite the deliberate mobilization of many factors, culturadsf the
time been the first step dhe American hegemonic process which implicates politics in the
second step and economy in the third. In other wdh#sAmerican administration, first of
all, implements its cultural soft power represented in the American model and lifestyle to
control individual and collective memories in foreign socialug® h this way the USdoes
not need direct oppssive policies tananage another territory as it was the case with the
traditional imperialist practices which are today forbiddenh&international lanand the UN
resolutions In addition, becaustthe American controis indirect and soft, the U8an avoid
some forms bdirect confrontation with the targeted societes d her i nt elnest s o
the second stept mobilizes its political faculties with the assistance tie American
embassies, Department of Foreign Affairs and more importantly very sophistivatesl

media corporations to find out strategies wh
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civilization within distant countries. By doing this, Uncle Sam succeeds in crossing the river
which stands between him and wealth. As a consequenhe ailtural affection resulted in a
long process of propagandée American cultural products invade world markets amel
American ideology overwhelms human civilizational heritage in different corners of the

globe.

After studyingcarefully some cultural conges froma postcolonialperspectiveand
briefly the history othe American expansion, it is inductively clear tlia¢ American culture
is of a sigriicant role in the imperialispractice of the United States. The Chinese case
demorstrates that cultures the matrix and the catalyst tffe American modern strategy in
dominating the globe and in reducing rAmerican (sometimesvenWestern) societies to
Americanrculture consuming societies. Without doubt, this fact has a far lasting impact on
China becase it touches crucial social aspects @& ¢buntry and puts in danger its national
identity. Spontaneously and unconsciously fo
1980s and the adoption of the American style have to a large scale distirieese
traditional social structure which ensutkeroughlypopular integrity and national stability.
In a country of almost a billion and half of inhabitants, integrity and stability are surely more
important than other institutional privileges. In adxh, the incursion of American culture to
the Confucian world has given birth to a new social consieommrowing analogous with
MacDonald model. Actually, in recent years observations demonstrate how Chinese people
experiences a metamorphosis from annecaical and nowwasting people to the opposite.
The origin of this shift is resulted in the shift fraime Confucian tradition, which sanctifies
natural resources and encourages reasonable use of them, to the American consuming
tradition. In fact, such clme in the attitudes has made of China a beneficent market for

American multinational corporations and cultural products.
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Chinese resistance to cultural imperialism is a nditiensional project. It takes
form of intellectual debates in the Chinese ursitees. The same debates are tfamedinto
cultural, political and economic performing activities. Culturally, resistance consists briefly of
preserving national idéni t vy and s 0 c i a Imaintar@ Chima ehsoagh eas s 0 0 n
enlightening revivaln the Confucian tradition and through different cultural ceremonies with
the purpose of restoring Chinese national pride and organizing an affectionate meeting
betweenthe people and their culture. Politically, it consists of restoring a new political
strudure, more reformist than radical and more compatible with the Chinese culture. Indeed,
thanks to the involvement of the intellectual elite, the new political structure has proved its
efficiency in dealing with national and international issues, as iatdapted a noalignment
policy in the United Nations Organization &
international conflicts. Economically, it consists of a wide support for socialism as the first
philosophy of the CP and a flexible shift te@ntrolled capitalism. As a result, this economic
strategy has succeeded to maintain social equality at a higher level and to regenerate an
economic boom in the dynamic seanitonomous provinces. All these penfances represent
a challenge téhe Americaninterventionist nediberal and latecapitalistagendaAt the same
time, they personifythe iron heads of the Chinese cultural resistance which will unlikely

continue along the new millennium.

The crucial aspectf the intellectual resistancen the mainlands that it is the
catalyst ofthe Chinese rise in the 2lcentury. One cannot understand Chinese ecanomi
growth and political position invorld affairs without having a close atteah on the way
resistance pstin work all social classes to face the Big Brother America. In fact, in the same
way cultural imperialism gives Uncle Sam new perspectives in every single progress outside
his boarders; cultural resistance has opened the wapdtonal cultural fabric andnveiled

new horizons of progress for the Communist Party. Today, the Chinese recognized that the
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only way to survive economic crisis, as that

commitment for cultural production and intellectual partidipat and that every attempt to
progress relying only on imitatiomn d O-swdloé ewe s tasirwad tie zdse withnthe
republican China of the prgommunist revolution, is a failure with both human and material
losses. In short, through the thradedent performances discusseddhapter four, one may

see clearly how the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese social and intellectual activism
converted resistance against a foreign superpower to an internal perforinastoart, every

step forwardn political reforms and economic innovation is indebted to the Chinese strong
will to preserve nationaand cultural identity toface the incursion of American culture by
using the available local potentialitieBesides studying the Chinese strategy refsistance

from a distant angle would certainly open new perspectives for historians and researchers in
generalwhen dealing with world issues. It would unequivocally encouragay countries
around the globe anth particularthe Third World countries tdearn from the Chinese
experience in order to revise their cultural agendas in their modernizagi®pectives.
Hence, nstead of approachinghinese reaction to cultural hegemqgugt as an independent
phenomenon, it is more appropriate to observe its remarkable contribution in the making of

contemporary China.
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